
‘Little Town On The Prairie’ Sets 125th Birthday Party At Alta Vista’s Old Settlers Day  
   “Known as the ‘Little Town on the Prairie,’ Alta Vista will celebrate its 125th anniversary 
during the annual Old Settlers Day, this Saturday, Sept. 22,” announced Pam McDiffett, 
Chamber of Commerce official. 
   A 5K Run-Walk begins at 7 a.m., with the antiques and crafts market opening in the 
park shortly after. A pedal pull for youth 12 and under starts at 9:30.The 11 o’clock pa-

rade is expected to attract entries from throughout 
the Midwest. 
   Lunch is planned at the City Park, where home-
made ice cream is to be served. Additional doings 
during the day include chain saw carving, model 
train display, horseshoes, volleyball, and races for 
the kids. 
   Annual reunion of former Alta Vista High School 
students is set for the evening with a dance and 
fireworks to follow. 
   The Wolgast family was a part of several local 
businesses in the early 1900s. William Wolgast 

owned Wolgast Lumber Company, as his grandson-namesake Bill Wolgast does today.      

                                       Admitting that continuation of the Wolgast family operating the lumberyard into the 
next generation is questionable considering the decreasing business bases due to socie-
ty’s ease of mobility, Bill Wolgast contended, “We intend to do our best to be a part of 
keeping Alta Vista alive. We want to welcome everyone to come to visit our community.”  
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Padre says: 
 
 

 
 

 “You don’t get 
harmony when 
everyone sings 
the same note.”  

Corn Picking And Quilt Show Saturday At Alta Vista’s Ag Heritage Park  
   “Old-fashioned corn harvest will highlight activities at Ag Heritage Park on the south edge 
of Alta Vista during the 125th anniversary Old Settlers Day celebration,  September 22,” an-
nounced Connie Larson, park board president.  
   Demonstrations of old-time corn picking with a tractor-powered, one-row corn picker and 
tractor-powered corn-shellers are planned just south of the park in a corn field right on 
Highway 4, Larson pointed out. 
   Ron Schultz and Friends will provide musical enter-
tainment at 9:30 a.m., and several  Ag Heritage Park 
tractors are to driven in the parade  at 11 o’clock. 
   A quilt show is planned, with entries open to any-
one, individuals or guilds, and any type of quilt, vin-
tage or new. “Registration begins at 8, with a special 
‘barn quilt blocks’ program at 10 o’clock,” Larson said. 
   “Barn quilt blocks are an art-replica of a quilt block 
pattern painted on a barn. In some  areas, the barn quilt blocks are likened to a clothesline 
that will stretch a trail across the nation,” Larson explained. 
     
             

                              Climax of the day is the 4 o’clock drawing for a tractor quilt throw, with donation-tickets 
benefitting the park available for purchase throughout the day. Information is available at 
www.agheritagepark.com, on Facebook, and by calling 620-767-2714 or 785-532-8393.  
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