
   Leon Adams is a cowboy in every possible definition of the word. Most 
people really don’t have any indication into the depth of his whole story.  

   Best known throughout the world as a horse and animal trainer, showman 
and rodeo entertainer, Adams, now 80-years-old, begrudgingly retired from 
contract acting for the public a few years ago when his “knees gave out .” 

   However, just because he’s not the headliner, Adams is still a very integral 
part of the rodeo acts being performed by his wife, Vicki Adams, and their 
grandson Zayne Allen Goode, with horses Leon continues to help train. 

   Before the WIBW-advertised Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association-
sanctioned Western action at Mound City, Kansas, where Vicki and Zayne 
were performing recently, Leon Adams talked briefly about the phases of his 
cowboy life. 

   Despite apparent body stiffness and difficulty breathing and visiting for long periods due to the humid weather, 
Adams emphasized, “I’ve never had a day job since I was 25, and Vicki’s never worked away from the ranch.” 

   Rodeo cowboy probably comes first in Adams’ description of himself, but he’s a ranch cowboy, too. Adams 
enthusiastically described his herd of purebred Brahman cows on the couple’s conservation-award winning LA 
Ranch at Stuart, Oklahoma, a farming and ranching community with a population of 400. 

   “I keep some of the cows straight bred, but I also use Hereford bulls and produce what’s called Tiger Stripes,” 
Adams explained. “I’ll mate those cows back to Angus bulls, and they’ll generally have black calves.” 

   Nearly 2,500 acres are included in the ranch Adams has accumulated by purchasing 17 farms in his lifetime. 

   “We have Bermuda grass which provides grazing most of the year, so I don’t have to feed much hay,” Adams 
stated. “I do keep free-choice cottonseed meal with salt added to limit intake available for the cows in covered 
troughs year around.” 

   Topeka horse trainer-clinician 
Cindy Branham riding her mus-
tang called Tucker finished in 
the top 20 and was a Crowd 
Favorite at the Supreme Ex-
treme Mustang Makeover re-
cently in Georgetown, Texas. 

   Branham had only 100 days 
to work with the mustang that 
came to her completely wild, 
but became quite gentle and 
the team performed upper level 
training in the event which 

showcased 76 trainers and mustangs completing for a $100,000 
purses. 

   At the World Equestrian Games later this month in Lexington, Ken-
tucky, Branham will participate again with Tucker and her other mus-
tang named Joshua. Meanwhile, Branham will also be showing her 
“Extreme Makeover Training Program” on a former race horse at the 
Georgetown Equine Expo. 

   Following that, Branham and her mustangs are to compete in 
“Project Cowboy,” at Fort Worth, Texas. Information is available at 
www.cindybranham.com. Coordination is in the works for Branham 
to host weekly horse training/care tips on WIBW AM-FM. 
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PADRE SAYS: 
 

“Faith is believing 
in something 

when common 
sense tells you 

not to.” 

Trick Roper Entertains At  
Beef Producers Seminar 

   Jake Miller brought WIBW sales con-
sultant Jennie Bowen to the front and 
introduced her to trick roping as part of 
his show during breakfast at WIBW’s 
Beef Producers Information Seminar at 
the Flint Hills Beef Fest in Emporia. 
Sponsored by Jim’s Cowboy Shop, a 
WIBW advertiser from Emporia, Miller 
has performed professionally at rodeos 
throughout the country. He has trained 
under his great uncle, the Pro Rodeo Hall 
of Fame contract performer J.W. Stocker, 
Kansas native, now living in Texas. 

 

World Famous Rodeo Entertainer, Animal Trainer Is All Cowboy 

   Cindy Branham of Topeka trained one of her 
mustangs named Tucker and competed at a 
recent contest in Texas. 

   Leon Adams talks about his life as a 
cowboy before his wife, Vicki Adams, and 
grandson, Zayne Goode, entertained at the 
Linn County PRCA Rodeo. 

Mustangs Do Make Excellent Riding Horses 


