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Padre says: 

 
 "Thanksgiving 
was never meant 
to be shut up in a 

single day."  

WIBW Farm Broadcaster Is Best In The Country  

   Dedicated listeners of AM 580 WIBW Radio and 
Kansas Agriculture Network agriculture news are 
privileged to be hearing one of the most renowned 
radio farm broadcasters in the United States. 
   Longtime farm editor Greg Akagi has recently 
been recognized as the Farm Broadcaster of the 
Year by the National Association of Farm Broad-
casting.  The award was voted on by his fellow 
farm broadcasting peers across the United States. 
   From his youth of working on his family’s farm 
near Ulysses, Akagi attended Dodge City Commu-
nity College before moving to Fort Hays State Uni-
versity and getting his degree in Radio/TV/Film. 
   After a three-year stint working as a news and 
sports director in northwest Kansas, Akagi came to 
work as the third member of the WIBW Radio/
Kansas Agriculture Network Farm Department 
with farm director Kelly Lenz and former farm 
broadcaster Kathy Patton. 
   “I’ve been privileged to work and learn with 
some of the top farm broadcasters in the nation. I 
still feel like I learn something everyday and am honored and humbled to be recognized 
by my peers.” Akagi said.  
   Now in his 18th year serving farmers in Kansas and the Midwest with the latest agricul-
ture information on AM 580 WIBW Radio, Akagi also broadcasts to more than a half 
million listeners served by 30 stations in the Kansas Agriculture Network.  
   Additionally, Akagi is recognized as a sportscaster doing play-by-play for high school 
football and basketball games throughout the state. He has also done sideline commen-
tary for Kansas State University football.  
   Previously honored by the Kansas Association of Broadcasters, Akagi received the 
NAFB Regional Horizon Award in 1998 and was honored as the 2004 NAFB Regional 
Farm Broadcaster of the Year.  
   Kelly Lenz, AM 580 WIBW/Kansas Agriculture Network farm director, has also been 
recognized as a Regional Farm Broadcaster of the Year. Lenz and Akagi are part of one 
of  only a few multiple-person farm broadcast teams remaining in the country.        

   Akagi served as the 2010 president of the NAFB representing more than 150 farm 
broadcasters and more than 550 members across the United States. 
    
   “While there are far fewer farm broadcasters than when I started my career, their job has 
become considerably more important,” Akagi said. “We appreciate our listenership and 
want to provide the latest markets and news to help them in their everyday operation.”    
    

   Congratulations Greg Akagi, you are the best. 


