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Padre says: 

“To win you need 
to have first lost. 

That makes you so 
hungry to win that 

you'll do  
everything you can 

to achieve it.” 

Champion Cowboys And Bovines To Meet For Fun-Filled Memorial Bull Riding  
   It’s in memory of a champion cowboy taken 
in his prime of life, but the fun-packed-
evening will be for a worthwhile cause. 
   The ninth annual Brett Cushenbery Memori-
al Bull Riding is set 7 p.m., Saturday, April 28, 
Cico Park, Manhattan. 
A.J. Griffin has teamed with Ernie Love, both 
widely-recognized cowboys (right), and 
they’ve “pulled out all the stops” to make this 
far-and-away-the-best-ever. 
   “We’ll have the best bulls, the best cow-
boys, the best bull fighters, the best comedy, 
and the best announcer to make this the un-
disputedly-best bull riding in the country,” 
emphasized Griffin. 
   This competition honors the life of Brett Cushenbery (lower left) , who was trampled by a bull 
at the 2003 Cowboy's Professional Rodeo Association Prairie Circuit Finals in Hutchinson and 
died two days later. 
   "The benefit has been getting bigger and better every year," Griffin said. "We are excited to 
be at Cico Park to accommodate the constantly-increasing attendance.”      
   Ernie Love lives neighbors to Griffin, east of Manhattan, and has been involved in production 
of the benefit from the start. 
   Proceeds will go to benefit activities of the Kaw Valley Rodeo Association, which is expanding 
its efforts to increase awareness of the sport of rodeo and the Western-way-of-life. 
   “Since we started, we’ve raised more than $22,000 to benefit the sport of rodeo and bull rid-
ing, all in memory of Brett Cushenbery,” Griffin related. 
   “None of this would be possible without generous community support,” Griffin said. “Several 
sponsorships have been contracted, but there are additional partnerships available.” 
   Bulls, for the benefit competition advertised and promoted heavily on AM 580 WIBW and The 

BIG 94.5 Country FM, will be supplied by Jimmy Crowther of 
Roxbury and Matt Williams of Arkansas City. Both have had 
bulls at world championship finals in Las Vegas.  
   Forty of the top cowboys in the world will ride in the first-
go-round, with the top ten contestants coming back in the 
short-go-round, from which winners will be named. 
   A free-style-bull-fight with four contestants is expected to 
again be a highlight of the evening.Likely the one to be most 
remembered of the evening’s entertainment will be “Radical” 
Ryan Rodriquez of Phillipsburg, five times recognized as the 
PRCA Clown Of The Year.  
   “I’m so happy to help out again this year, and so privileged 
to be a part of the bull riding. I really want to encourage 
everyone to come out for a great evening of wholesome fam-
ily entertainment and all for a worthwhile cause,” nine-time 
repeat announcer Storm Denison welcomed. 


