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Padre says: 

“Horses and 
children, I often 
think, have a lot 

of the good 
sense there is in 

the world.”  

Plenty Of Heritage As Burlingame Saddle Club Plans 42nd Annual Santa Fe Trail Rodeo  
   Lots of saddle clubs and rodeos have come and gone.   
   For more than four decades, the Burlingame Saddle Club has been going strong, hosting a 
rodeo every year, and activity continues with enthusiasm like day one. 
   “It’ll be the 42nd annual Santa Fe Trail Rodeo this weekend, Friday and Saturday evenings, at 
our original grounds on the west edge of Burlingame,” said Paul Lang, club charter-member 
who remains instrumental in today’s success. 
   “There have been plenty of changes, but our objective has remained the same to have horse 
activities for kids and families, good wholesome recreational events,” chimed John Pickett, as 
he remembered signing the charter. 
   “Several generations of original families are still active in the club,” inserted David Prescott,  
this year’s vice president whose children are the third generation. 
   Kenny Miles is a second generation club member, and his grandchildren are fourth genera-
tion. “We’ve had so many activities, it’s hard to list them,” Miles noted. 
   “But, we’ve really had countless good times and made lifetime memories and friends,” Sharon 
Miles emphasized. 
   “Our rodeo is the biggest project every year, and as expenses keep increasing, we have a 
challenge to keep it going,” explained Pat Rusher, club secretary. 
   “Because of all the dedicated members we’re able to continue while other groups and events 
go to the wayside,” Rusher analyzed. 
   These six hardworking Burlingame Saddle Club members gathered last week preparing for 
the 42nd annual rodeo, advertised and promoted on AM 580 WIBW and The BIG 94.5 Country. 
   There was no shortage of “remember-when?” as the congenial neighborly club members-
friends recalled with grins and out-loud-laughs all of the delightful times.  
   Yes, older and as-successful saddle clubs and rodeos continue, too, but doubtful could one 
find a group with any more family longevity, jovial-enthusiasm and optimism than that of the 
Burlingame Saddle Club. 
   “What makes us so unique is that we all get along. Not that we’ve haven’t had some disa-
greements from time to time, but we all have the same general-goals in mind and work togeth-
er to see them to the end,” emphasized Prescott. 
   Weekly summer fun nights were a highlight of club activities for many years, as have been 
regularly scheduled trail rides which continue today, related Miles, who’s been involved in nearly 
every club function since childhood. “You about name it with horses; we’ve done it,” Miles said. 
   “Our annual open youth rodeo is August 25, this year,” Sharon inserted. 
   Standard rodeo events are on tap for this 
weekend’s annual United Rodeo Association-
sanctioned competition, at 8 o’clock each even-
ing, with wild steer mugging and the kids calf 
scramble as added features.  
   “C.R. McKellips Rodeo Company is its ninth 
return-engagement as contractor. He’s really 
been good to work with us,” Rusher noted. A 
parade is set for 1 o’clock Saturday, and there 
will be dances  following both performances.                   
       “Times have changed. There are so many 
things for families to do that weren’t around 
when we were growing up,” Sharon Miles eval-
uated the club and its future. “Horses are im-
portant to help keep families and communities 
working together.” 

Burlingame Saddle Club members meeting Friday even-
ing at the arena were Paul Lang, Sharon Miles, Kenny 
Miles, Pat Rusher, David Prescott and John Pickett 


