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Padre says: 

 Historic Rural Douglas County Church Plans Full Day Of Celebration   
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 “Eternity is a 
long time 

to think about 
what you should 

have done.” 

   There’ll be a triple celebration at one of 
the most historic churches in the Midwest. 
   “It’s the Pork & Pie Fest this Saturday, 
June 22, at the Lone Star Church of the 
Brethren near Lawrence,” announced Deb 
Douglass-Metsker, a church pianist who’s 
active in promoting the multi-event day. 
   “Of course, the pork lunch and homemade 
pie are an important tradition, but there’ll 
also be a car show, and centennial celebration of construction of the nearby Chicken 
Creek Bridge,” Metsker said. 
   Advertised and promoted heavily on 580 WIBW, the Pork & Pie Fest, from 11, in the 
morning, to 4 o’clock in the afternoon, at the church located at 883 East 800 Road, 
southwest of Lawrence, will feature pork burgers, smoke sausages, beans, the “famous 
sweet potato fries,” chips, drink and most importantly to many: “homemade pie.” 
   “All makes and models” have been welcomed for the car show. That can include cars, 
trucks, vans, classic, muscle, antiques, street rods, rat rods, plus motorcycles and trac-
tors, or “whatever you have.” 
   “Bring a vehicle for display at the car show, and we will provide you one complimen-
tary meal ticket,” Metsker assured. 
   Then, “Take a tour of the historic century-old Chicken Creek Bridge after your meal 
and car show visit. We will have folks available to answer your questions or guide you 
to this 100-year-old site,” Metsker said. 
   The native stone arched Chicken Creek Bridge, just a half-mile east and one-and-a 
quarter-miles south of Lone Star Church, was built in 1913, by B.F. Metsker and I. Babb 
at a cost of $170.25. Nearby parking and a handicap-accessible walkway make for easy 
access to view the structure in its restored state.  
   The Lone Star Church of the Brethren was started on its current site in July 1918, and 
many of the current members are descendants of the founders. 
   “Our mission is for people to gather to praise God and create community in this rural 
church still in its original building structure, although there have been many upgrades 

over the years. The congregation has remained 
together for many years, but desires to balance 
our tradition, history and growth to the future,” 
emphasized Pastor Jane Flora-Swick. 
   Additional information on the Pork & Pie Fest, 
car show, Chicken Creek Bridge or any activities 
at the Lone Star Church of the Brethren is avail-
able at 785-865-7211 or at lonestarbreth-
ren.com.  


