
Maple Leaf Festival Attracts Folks From All Around To Baldwin City  
   An explosion is set for Baldwin City. However, it’ll be in a good sense of the word as the 
Douglas County community’s population swells, almost like there’s been a detonation. 
   “We anticipate attendance of nearly 40,000 people for this year’s Maple Leaf Festival,” 
clarified Joanna Vesecky, event chairman. While Baldwin City has about 4,000 residents, 
the 56th annual celebration this weekend, Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 19-20, could draw 
ten times that many folks to participate in the wide variety of activities scheduled. 
   “Of course, it depends on the weather,” admitted Vesecky, an enthusiastic worker for 
the event along with literally hundreds of other volunteers. 
   Advertised and promoted on 580 WIBW and The BIG 94.5 Country, the Maple Leaf Fes-
tival offers entertainment for everybody, and, as shown, the parade Saturday morning has 
to be a festival highlight, kicking off at 10:45.       
 
 
 

    However, Vesecky emphasized, “This is a 
strictly a volunteer, non-profit activity, but a  
successful festival allows us to fund scholar-
ships, support local charities and community 
organizations,” commented Vesecky. 

 
 
 

   “Highway 56 is now open as a most conven-
ient route from Lawrence to Baldwin City. Only 
service dogs with paperwork are allowed, and 
no other pets are permitted,” Vesecky noted. 

 
 
 
 
 

   Details are at www.mapleleaffestival.com.  
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Padre says: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“There's  
always a  
hope, you  

never know.”  

  ‘Rawhide Processor’ Portable Corral System To Be Demonstrated At Open House    
    The pioneer in portable corral cattle handling system continues to make improvements in his 
offering of processing equipment. 
   “I built the first hydraulic portable corral in 2002, and we’ve been manufacturing, designing 
and continuing to make improving updates and changes on our one-of-a kind cattle processing 
systems ever since,” said John McDonald of the Rawhide Portable Corral System at Abilene. 

   Cattlemen will have an opportunity to examine the Rawhide Processer by John McDonald up 
close, see exactly where and how it’s made, and discuss operation with the designer-
manufacturer all day this Saturday at Rawhide Portable Corral System Open House, featured on 
the www.kansasagnetwork.com, www.wibwnewsnow.com and advertised on 580 WIBW. 

 
 
 

   “We are extending a special invitation to the open house, October 19, at our plant located at 
900 North Washington Street in Abilene, starting at 10 o’clock in the morning to 3 o’clock in the 

afternoon,” welcomed Mary McDonald. 
 
 
 
 

   “There will be plant tours so cattlemen can 
learn exactly how ‘Rawhides’ are built, along 
with demonstrations of multiple systems of the 
cattle corrals and equipment,” Mary continued. 

 
 
 

   “We’ll have a complimentary lunch of ham-
burgers and hotdogs, plus those attending the 
open house can sign up for a drawing to have 
free use of a Rawhide Portable Corral for six 
months,” John added. 
 
 

   Details are at www.rawhideportablecorral.com. 
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