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'Decisions, Decisions' For Farmers In Long-Awaited New 'Largely Unknown' Farm Bill  
   "Farmers waited and waited and waited, and waited longer."  
   Dalton Henry, governmental affairs specialist for the Kansas 
Wheat Commission,  opened his comments exactly that way.  
   "And, finally the 2014 U.S. Farm Bill was approved and became 
effective on February 7,  when President Barack Obama signed it 
into law," Henry continued.  
   "But, we still don't know enough for farmers to make decisions. 
Farmers have waited more than two years for Congress to pass a 
new Farm Bill, but they'll have to wait a while longer for the USDA 
to write the rules, to learn what it will mean for their farm business-
es," admitted Henry.  
   His discussion, "The 2014 Farm Bill - Debates and Decisions," 
opened the program for a packed auditorium of 200 farm people at the 580 WIBW Farm 
Profit Conference in Marysville.  
   Officially the Agricultural Act of 2014, and formerly the "Federal Agriculture Reform and 
Risk Management Act of 2013," the bill authorizes $956 billion in government spending 
for  nutrition and agriculture programs in the United States for the next 10 years.    
   "The Farm Bill is considered two years late, since Farm Bills are traditionally passed every 
five years," Henry said. The previous Farm Bill, "Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008," expired in 2012.  
   "Kansas was a leader in getting Farm Bill action started when U.S. Senator Pat Roberts 
from Kansas announced a field hearing in Wichita on August 25, 2011, to discuss reauthoriza-
tion of the existing Farm Bill. Still, it's taken two-and-a-half years for us to final get a new 
Farm Bill approved." Henry tabulated.  
   "Passage of the 949-page bill was just the beginning. I haven't read all of the new Farm 
Bill, and I really don't know anybody who has. So, it's up to administrators throughout vari-
ous USDA agencies to write rules, and how it'll really work," Henry insisted.  
   "From day one, the focus has been on the budget. It's called a Farm Bill, but it's really a 
food bill, because 80 percent of the budget goes toward nutrition programs," Henry verified.  
   Eight percent of the Farm Bill budget does go to crop insurance programs, 6 percent to-
ward conservation, 5 percent commodities, and 1 percent energy, research, horticulture and 
miscellaneous. 

    Dollar amounts include: Food stamps and nutrition, $756 billion; Crop insurance, $89.8 
billion; Conservation, $56 billion; Commodity programs,  $44.4 billion; and Everything else, 
$8.2 billion.  

 

   "Commodity programs did have the largest spending reduction in the 2014 bill, down $14.3 
billion, with some of those savings reinvested in the crop 
insurance program," Henry noted. "But, the conservation 
program was also reduced, down $3.9 billion, and energy, 
research, horticulture and miscellaneous spending was 
reduced $1.8 billion."  
 
 

   Henry reminded the farm crowd: "The 2010 census re-
ported that of the 435 congressional districts, only 34 per-
cent were greater than 50 percent rural. Conversely, 101 
districts were more than 99 percent urban. When we look 
toward future farm bills, agriculture needs to stick togeth-
er and build coalitions."  

 

    Henry can be contacted at dhenry@kswheat.com.  


