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Rural Community Picks Up Pace And Size When Mud Runners Have Competition   
   Alta Vista’s population will more than double when the Mud Runners come to town. 
   “We’ll have contestants from four states and spectators from throughout the Mid-
west for our Alta Vista Summer Mud Run, right at the south edge of Alta Visa, Satur-
day, Aug. 16, with gates opening at 8 o’clock, and competition beginning at noon,” 
announced Crystal Brabb, enthusiastic promoter-coordinator of the family-oriented 
event, and official of the Alta Vista Chamber of Commerce, run sponsors. 
   “This is the 17th year the Chamber of Commerce has sponsored a truck mud run as 
our major fund raising activity of the year. They’ve become so popular that we’ve had 
two runs annually for the past three 
years,” continued Brabb, noting the 
community’s special Easter, Old Set-
tler’s Day, Halloween,  and Christmas 
promotional activities, as well.  
   A permanent Alta Vista Mud Run 
Course has been established just inside 
the south side city limits of the eastern 
Wabaunsee County, Kansas, communi-
ty. The 200-foot long pit is the most 
important part, and there is also a per-
manent concession-office structure, 
and ample bleacher seating. 
   “However, many spectators prefer to 
bring their portable canopies and lawn chairs, where they can get more involved in 
the excitement,” Brabb said. “The pit has been completely renovated in the past cou-
ple of years, so the mud runner contestants really like to come here for that reason, 
let alone all of the extra effort we put into the action packed day.  
   “We had 71 entries at our spring run this year, but it was raining, so we’re sure ex-
pecting more participants this summer. There’ll likely be more than 700 spectators 
from considerable distance watching from the sidelines,” forecasted Brabb, noting that 
there are only 483 people living in Alta Vista. 
   “Obviously, the community’s population really grows when we have a mud run, and 
downtown businesses, several which are quite unique in their own right, will be open 
to cater to those special visitors,” Brabb related. “Our new Alta Vista Market is even 
hosting a Farmer’s Market in the backyard of their neighboring Bill’s Barber Shop, 
throughout the morning, with a wide variety of homegrown produce and other items.” 
   Brian Hestermann, Council Grove, (shown) has participated in a number of mud 
runs with this unique vehicle he’ll be driving at the Mud Run Saturday afternoon. 
While it is a Kansas Mud Boggers sanctioned event, there will be many open classes. 
   Highlight for this summer’s Alta Vista Mud Run is a live remote broadcast of The BIG 
94.5 Country, from 1 to 4, with the ever popular mid-day personality Stephanie Lynn 
as host for the fun affair. Additionally, the event has been advertised extensively on 
The BIG 94.5 Country, with considerable additional airwaves commentary, and fea-
tures on  www.WibwNewsNow.com, and www.KansasAgNetwork.com. 
   Details are available on those websites, and from the Alta Vista Chamber of Com-
merce on Facebook, and at www.bogginginthevista.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Country  
trucks, country 
folks, country 
music, ain’t 

nothin’ better.”  


