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 Rodeo Blood Runs Through Generations In Aspiring Young Bull Rider   
   Kolten Beck is a cowboy desiring to follow in the footsteps of his forefathers. 
   “I’ve always wanted to be a bull rider, and all of the rodeo champions in the 
Roberts family of Strong City have always been my idols, my heroes,” said Beck, 
as he was exercising after a full day of work at Manhattan Commission Company, 
580 WIBW’s longest advertiser, more than a half century. 
   “I’m 20-years-old and have never missed a Flint Hills Rodeo in Strong City that 
was started by the Roberts family more than 75 years ago,” Beck claimed. Rodeo 
Man of the Year E.C. Roberts was his great grandfather, rodeo world champion 
cowboys Ken and Gerald Roberts were great uncles, and world champion cowgirl 

Marge Roberts, his great aunt. 
   There have been several of E.C Roberts’ 
grandchildren and great grandchildren contin-
ue successfully in the rodeo family tradition, 
several even competing on the professional 
level, although not to the magnitude of earlier 
renowned championship generations. Now, 
it’s Kolten Beck of Clay Center. 
   “I just decided to do it. I have several 
friends who are bull riders and compete in 
rodeos. I went with them to Club Rodeo in 
Wichita, entered up and competed on my first 
bull,” Kolten recalled with continuingly obvi-
ous tone of excitement. 
   When the chute gate opened, Kolten came 

out on Bull 426 from the McDonald Rodeo Company. The ride lasted 3½ seconds. 
It was far from a qualified ride, but Kolten Beck’s future was set in stone. 
   Rodeo blood obviously flows strong in the young bull rider, three and four gen-
erations removed from the world championship heritage.  
   “I’ve been on about 55 bucking bulls, as well as bucking cows and steers. I’ve 
only made the eight-second whistle on one competition bull to date, but I feel like 
I’m getting better every time I get on,” confided Beck, shown competing in bull 
riding out of Kansas State University’s Purple Power chutes in this photo courtesy 
of Kent Kerschner Photography, “Foto Cowboy,” fotocowboy@sbcglobal.net. 
   Advertised on 580 WIBW, and The BIG 94.5 Country, and promoted on 
www.WibwNewsNow.com, www.KansasAgNework.com, 580-94.5 Facebook and 
shows, one bull riding competition is forefront on the young cowboy’s agenda.  
   “I am entered in the Flint Hills Bull Blowout at the famed Flint Hills Rodeo Arena 
in Strong City on Saturday night, Sept. 13. That has been my dream ever since I 
can remember to ride in that arena made famous by my renowned Roberts rodeo 
family,” Beck affirmed. 
   “When I started I had a goal of covering a bucking bull in my great grandpa’s 
arena. I would like to achieve that first, and continue riding bulls as long as I can,” 
Beck assured.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We are 
capable of  

greater things 
than we realize.”      


