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New Eque~trian. Fac{litie!f 
At Milford State Park 

Horseback trail riders 
have a great opportunity at 
Milford State Park. 

''Construction is nearly 
complete on the 21-site 
equestrian campground for 
the 20-mile trail ride at Mil
ford," according to Mike 
Harris, park manager. 

While there have been 
horseback trails at Milford 
for over a decade, expanw 
sioil and construction of fa
cilities have been an ongo
ing process. 

"The idea for a horse 
trail really originated from 
success of trails at parks in 
other parts of the state, such 
as the one at Kanopolis, 
south of Salina, and Hills
dale near Paola and at 
Perry. They have very popu
lar horseback trails and 
campgrounds," Harris said. 

Actually there are seven 
state parks with equestrian 
facilities at this time, along 
with several other horse 
trails around reservoirs and 
lakes. 

"Milford has been a pop
ular destination for horse 
enthusiasts and campers 
alike. Due to this popularity 
and increased interest from 
riders throughout the Mid
west, we applied for a Na-

They can .roll right .in and 
set up a camp site, with 
many of the conveniences of 
being at home," Harris 
pointed out. 

Ten of the site~ 'are actu.:: 
ally completed at this time; 
and the rest are under con.:. 
stniction. 

"We also plan to build a 
shelter house in the future, 
so horseback grOups Can 
have meetings and- sessions 
right at the park," the man
ager said. 

Additional roads are also 
under construction to areas 
away from the campgrounds 
for horseback riders to 
camp in a primitive_envii-on
ment without the luxuries of 
electricity, water, etc. 

''When finished, the 
campground,- will provide; 
riding access to a 20-mile~, 
long trail system that trav
erses Milford State Park; 
through easements on pri
vate property, a U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers recre-

ation area and the River
walk Trails, mariaged bythe 
city of Junction City," Harris 
'corrimented. 

Construction work on the 
campground facilities has 
been done by the park em: 
Ployees; who also: do most of 
the maintenance on: the 
trails. "We have- volunteers 
who help with mowing and 
keePing the trail oPEin too," 
Harris credited. 

While construction has 
been underway, many riders 
have taken advantage of the 
facilities. "We haven't ad
vertised that we have the 
catnpgrounds, but we've had 
lots of interest,'' the park of
ficial rioted. 

It is expected that people 
will come &om throughout 
the. Midwest to ·ride the 
trails_ and use the camp:.. 
grounds. "Wheil_ the word 
gets out," We expect large 
numbers of· riders and 
campers,'' the manager said. 

uother parks have annu-

Construction of twenty-one equestrian campgrounds like this are nearly complete for 
the 20-mile trail ride at Milford State PB rk. 

al trail rides and special 
camp outs, and I foresee the 
same thing here." 

In addition to Milford 
State Park, other Kansas 
state parks with equestrian 
facilities include Eisenhow
er, ElDorado, Hillsdale, Ka
nopolis, Perry, Scott and 
Tuttle Creek. 

Information on the Mil
ford State Park horseback 
trails and equestrian facili
ties is available at (785) 238-
3014. 

tional Recreational Trails 
grant." Harris explained. 
"We were accepted for the 
grant last fall, a~d camp
ground construction has 
been under way since then.·· 

The gravel padded camp
ground sites are equipped 
with electricity, water and 
sewer utilities, as well as t1 
modern toilet, picnic tables. 
gri!lo. fire pits, hitching 
posts. roofed corrals and R 

horsP hay wash station. 
"A lot of the trail rider> 

have r;lecping quarters ir< 
the l'ront of their traH-:r~ 



New Equestrian Facilities At Milford State Park 

Horseback trail riders have a great opportunity at Milford State Park. 
"Construction is nearly complete on the 21-site equestrian campground for the 20-mile trail ride at Milford," 

according to Mike Harris, park manager. 
While there have been horseback trails at Milford for over a decade, expansion and construction of facilities 

have been an ongoing process. 
"The idea for a horse trail really originated from success of trails at parks in other parts of the state, such as 

the one at Kanopolis, south of Salina, and Hillsdale near Paola and at Perry. They have very popular horse
back trails and campgrounds," Harris said. 

Actually there are seven state parks with equestrian facilities at this time, along with several other horse 
trails around reservoirs and lakes. 

"Milford has been a popular destination for horse enthusiasts and campers alike. Due to this popularity and 
increased interest from riders throughout the Midwest, we applied for a National Recreational Trails grant," 
Harris explained. "We were accepted for the grant last fall, and campground construction has been underway 
since then." 

The gravel padded campground sites are equipped with electricity, water and sewer utilities, as well as a 
modern toilet, picnic tables, grills, fire pits, hitching posts, roofed corrals and a horse bay wash station. 

"A lot of the trail riders have sleeping quarters in the front of their trailers. They can roll right in and set up a 
camp site, with many of the conveniences of being at home," Harris pointed out. 

Ten of the sites are actually completed at this time, and the rest are under construction. 
"We also plan to build a shelter house in the future, so horseback groups can have meetings and sessions 

right at the park," the manager related. 
Additional roads are also under construction to areas away from the campgrounds for horseback riders to 

camp in a primitive environment without the luxuries of electricity, water, etc. 
"When finished, the campground will provide riding access to a 20-mile-long trail system that traverses Mil

ford State Park, through easements on private property, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recreation area and 
the Riverwalk Trails, managed by the city of Junction City," Harris commented. 

Construction work on the campground facilities has been done by the park employees, who also do most of 
the maintenance on the trails. "We have volunteers who help with mowing and keeping the trail open too," Har
ris credited. 

While construction has been underway, many riders have taken advantage of the facilities. "We haven't 
advertised that we have the campgrounds, but we've had lots of interest," the park official noted. 

It is expected that people will come from throughout the Midwest to ride the trails and use the campgrounds. 
"When the word gets out, we expect large numbers of riders and campers," the manager said. 

"Other parks have annual trail rides and special camp outs, and I foresee the same thing here." 
In addition to Milford State Park, other Kansas state parks with equestrian facilities include Eisenhower, El 

Dorado, Hillsdale, Kanopolis, Perry, Scott and Tuttle Creek. 
Information on the Milford State Park horseback trails and equestrian facilities is available at 785-238-3014. 

Construction of twenty-one equestrian camp
grounds like this is nearly complete for the 20-mile 
trail ride at Milford State Park. 


