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The loue Of Horses 
i3J.j 'fran~ J. t3ud!man 

Insurance can cover horses lost in storms 
Horse insurance is one 

of' those extra expenses 
most owners think can be 
done without. When tragedy 
strikes, there is suddenly a 
change of opinion. 

Recent storms across the 
country and locally have 
brought the thought of 
horse insurance back to the 
minds of owners. 

··Insurance on horses is 
just like life insurance for 
people," said Dr. Lance 
Allen, senior partner at 
Agri~Risk Services, Inc., 
StilwelL 

Several thousand horses, 
ranging in value from $1,000 
to over $1 million, are in~ 
sured· by the firm in all 50 
states, according to Allen, a 
former practicing veteri~ 
narian who has been in the 
animal insurance business 
for over 20 years. 

''Whether a owner needs 
to insure his horse depends 
if he can afford to take the 
loss in case of death or un
expected expenses," clari
fled Allen. 

Horses, from ages one to 
15. are insurable for full 
mortality and theft, with the 
premiums varying accord
ing to provisions included 
jn tne coverage. 

"This will cover the loss 
of the horse to accident, 
sickness and disease," 
Allen explained. "Owners 
and a veterina.dan must 
have done all that is reason
able in caring for the 
horse." 

Insured horses lost to 
tornadoes and hurricanes 
would typically be covered 
by such policies. If a horse 
dies from a specific disease 
such as colic or injury, pro
visions must have been 
written into the policy for 
the owner to collect insur
ance. 

'~ln all cases, a post
mortem examination by a 
veterinarian is required," 
Allen emphasized. ''An 
owner can't just call and say 
his horse died and expect to 
collect insurance." 

Agri-Risk Services had 
no horses insured that were 
lost in recent local or na
tional storms. Losses to 
lightning ·~are rare" claims 
too, Allen stated. 

However, Allen does 
have occasional daims for 
horse drownings. "Riders 
will try t(, swim thl'ir horsBs 
across water, get caught in 
underwater brusn or wire 
and be -..mable tu get the 

horses free," he said. 
Most of the owners with 

horses insured by Agri-Risk 
have an average of five to 
eight head, with an average 
value of$5,000 to $10,000. 

11These are mostly 
leisure horses for weekend 
entertainment like team 
roping or shgwing or have 
been purchased for chil
dren and family projects," 
Allen explained. 

The firm also insures a 
number of highly valuable 
show and breeding horses. 

Minimum insurance pol
icy written by Agri-Risk for 
a horse is for $1,000 at a cost 
of $150 annually. The gener
al rate is 3 lJ2 percent of the 
value of a horse, making the 
premium with endorsement 
fee $350 for a $10,000 horse. 

"Additional coverage for 
medical and surgical ex
penses can be added for as 
little as $150, to cover up to 
$5,000 of medical and surgi
cal expenses," Allen said. 

There is usually a $250 de
ductible. 

Physical examination of 
the horse by a veterinarian 
is required in advance of 
policies being written in 
many situations. Breeding 
soundness and fertility in
surance is available with a 
veterinarian's soundness 
check. 

Accident, uact of God,'' 
policies for owners with 
large numbers of horses can 
be written for a minimum of 
$150, or 1 percent of the 
herd value. This would 
cover horses struck by light
ning. 

Liability insurance is 
needed by horse owners, 
Allen contended. While 
keeping horses in their 
pens is the owner's respon
sibility, at some point in 
time a horse will likely get 
out, and the owner is still 
accountable. 

"There would likely be 
some damages; liability 
insurance defends the 
horse owner and pays 
damages on their behalf," 
Allen said. 

Boarding operations are 
required to have liability 
insurance to cover dam
ages and injury to board-

ers and visitors on the 
premises. Policies can be 
written for $1 million cover~ 
age per occurrence on a 20~ 
horse facility for about 
$2,000. 

"Coverage extends to 
students riding horses at 
the stables as well as at 
shows away from the farm,'' 
Allen said. "This is cover· 
age for damages, not work 
compensation." 

Horse owners would be 
covered while riding at a 
training facility, but cover
age would not extend to 
when the horse went back to 
the owner's property. 



Insurance Can Cover Horses Lost In Storms 

Horse insurance is one of those extra expenses most owners think can be done without. When tragedy 
strikes, there is suddenly a change of opinion. 

Recent storms across the country and locally have brought the thought of horse insurance back to the minds 
of owners. 

"Insurance on horses is just like life insurance for people," said Dr. Lance Allen, senior partner at Agri-Risk 
Services, Inc., Stilwell. 

Several thousand horses, ranging in value from $1,000 to over $1 million, are insured by the firm in all 50 
states, according to Allen, a former practicing veterinarian who has been in the animal insurance business for 
over 20 years. 

"Whether a owner needs to insure his horse depends if he can afford to take the loss in case of death or 
unexpected expenses," clarified Allen. 

Horses, from ages one to 15, are insurable for full mortality and theft, with the premiums varying according 
to provisions included in the coverage. 

"This will cover the loss of the horse to accident, sickness and disease," Allen explained. "Owners and a vet
erinarian must have done all that is reasonable in caring for the horse." 

Insured horses lost to tornadoes and hurricanes would typically be covered by such policies. If a horse dies 
from a specific disease such as colic or injury, provisions must have been written into the policy for the owner 
to collect insurance. 

"In all cases, a postmortem examination by a veterinarian is required," Allen emphasized. "An owner can't 
just call and say his horse died and expect to collect insurance." 

Agri-Risk Services had no horses insured that were lost in recent local or national storms. Losses to light
ning "are rare" claims too, Allen stated. 

However, Allen does have occasional claims for horse drownings. "Riders will try to swim their horses across 
water, get caught in underwater brush or wire and be unable to get the horses free," he related. 

Most of the owners with horses insured by Agri-Risk have an average of five to eight head, with an average 
value of $5,000 to $1 o,ooo. 

"These are mostly leisure horses for weekend entertainment like team roping or showing or have been pur
chased for children and family projects," Allen remarked. 

The firm also insures a number of highly valuable show and breeding horses. 
Minimum insurance policy written by Agri-Risk for a horse is for $1 ,000 at a cost of $150 annually, Allen com

mented. However, the general rate is 3 1/2 percent of the value of a horse, making the premium with endorse
ment fee $350 for a $10,000 horse, he calculated. 

"Additional coverage for medical and surgical expenses can be added for as little as $150, to cover up to 
$5,000 of medical and surgical expenses," Allen said. There is usually a $250 deductible. 

Physical examinations of horses by veterinarians are required in advance of policies being written in many 
situations. Breeding soundness and fertility insurance is available with a vet
erinarian's soundness check. 

Accident, "act of God," policies for owners with large numbers of horses can 
be written for a minimum of $150, or 1 percent of the herd value. This would 
cover horses struck by lightning. 

Liability insurance is needed by horse owners, Allen contended. While keep
ing horses in their pens is the owner's responsibility, at some point in time a 
horse will likely get out, and the owner is still accountable. 

"There would likely be some damages; liability insurance defends the horse 
owner and pays damages on their behalf," Allen confirmed. 

Boarding operations are required to have liability insurance to cover dam
ages and injury to boarders and visitors on the premises. Policies can be writ
ten for $1 million coverage per occurrence on a 20-horse facility for about 
$2,000. 

"Coverage extends to students riding horses at the stables as well as at 
shows away from the farm," Allen said. "This is coverage for damages, not work 
compensation." 

Horse owners would be covered while riding at a training facility, but cover
age would not extend to when the horse went back to the owner's property. 

Dr. Lance Allen, former practicing veterinarian and horse insurance agent for 
over 20 years now at Stilwell, lifts a horse's hind leg to determine the possibility 
of hip displacement. Most horses must have a veterinarian's certification before 
specific provisions can be written into insurance policies. Post mortem examina
tions by a veterinarian are required to collect payment in all horse deaths. 


