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I V 

Despite Services They Provide, 
Horses Can Be Dangerous 

Horses can be hazardous 
to their handler's health. 

Actually, one can never 
be too careful when working 
with horses. 

Yet, nearly everybody 
has an affectionate place in 
their heart for a horse.De
spite all things good and sat
isfying one can think of 
about horses, the fact re
mains: they can be very dan
gerous animals. 

We've never forgotten 
reading the story in the 
fourth grade about the 
horse-related death of Mary 
White, daughter of 
renowned editor William 
Allen White of Emporia. 
Her horse went under a 
tree, and Miss White was 
killed when she struck a low 
limb. 

A similar fatal accident 
occurred a few years ago 
when a neighbor girl rode a 
horse through a gate with a 
low-hanging overhead. 
Many people recall the 
horse~jumping accident 
causing severe injuries and 
subsequent death of actor 
Christopher Reeve. Recent 
accidents of friends with 
their horses have· brought 
these facts home to us again. 

Once a list is started, it 
seems there's no end to what 
can occur with and around 
horses. 

Potential dangers with 
horses include: balking, bit~ 
ing, bucking, bumping, drag~ 
ging, falling, jumping, kick
ing, laying down, leading, 
leaning, lunging, overhead 
obstacles, pawing, pulling, 
rearing, rolling, roping acci
dents, rubbing, running, 
shying, slipping, striking, 
stumbling, tail switching, 
thrashing, tying, trampling 
and on and on. 

Of course, the logical so
lution many people give is; 
"Be careful." Yes, there are 
sometimes ways to prevent 
mishaps with horses. Re
ferred to as horse sense, the 
more one is around horses, 
awareness increases, and 
accident prevention is often 
possible. 

Still, catastrophes can 
and do frequently occur to 
experienced horse han
dlers. 

Jan Oleen, Dwight ranch
er and former collegiate 
athlete, has worked with 
horses and livestock his en
tire life. Captain of a many
time champion ranch rodeo 
team, and a successful jack~ 
pot roper, Oleen, unlike 
some modern~day stockmen, 
prefers to do his cattle work 
from horseback. 

That was just what Oleen 
was doing when an accident 
occurred. The lariat Oleen 
used to rope a calf was lying 
on the ground when he fin
ished doctoring the calf, 
with the tail of the rope still 
half-hitched over the saddle 

,rn. Oleen stepped into the 
small opened loop with one 
leg when he stood up; the 
rope tightened itself around 
his leg and the saddle, and 
his horse spooked and took 
off. 

As the mature and sea
soned bay gelding ran at a 
good rate of speed across 
the tall pasture grass, Oleen 
was being dragged on his 
b<';\ck with his legs crossed, 
despite futile efforts to pro
tect his body and right him
self. Another ranch worker 
pursued the runaway and 
was able to get him stopped 
about a quarter of a mile 
away from the start. 

Although he was con
scious, Oleen's entire back
side received second-de
gree burns. He was hospital~ 
ized, received proper treat~ 
ment and was released a 
week later. "It was really a 
freak accident, and I'm for~ 
tunate to be alive, let alone 
not have any broken bones, 

Continued on page 11 

After a life-threatening accident in which Jan Oleen 
was dragged across the pasture by his leg with a lariat 
tightened around tt and half-hitched to the saddle of his 
runaway gelding, the Dwight cattleman has nearly re
covered from the second-degree burns to his backside. 



Continued from page 11 
our horses/' Mrs. Zimmer
ma;t exclaimed. "Our two
year-old daughter, Piper, al
ways feeds her favorite 
horse, the colorful one, our 
five-year-old Paint stallion, 
Gunner. This time, when she 
r~1t.ched up to feed him 
some hay, Gunner grabbed 
!'vr the feed and latched 
onto Piper's finger in the 
same bite." 

The little girl's parents 
were nearby, and they saw 
and heard Piper on the barn 
floor crying. "It appeared 
like her left index finger 
was detached, but fortunate
ly it was still there though 
severely injured. The finger 
had a lengthwise compres
sion fracture," Mrs. Zimmer
man described. 

Rushed to the hospital, 
the finger was sewn back to
gether, and surgeons don't 
think there was any liga
ment damage. 

Darel Zimmerman insist
ed, "Our stud has never been 
aggressive toward anybody, 
but knowing that an inno~ 
cent, everyday act of feeding 
a horse can turn out to be 
such a tragic accident has 
been a big eye~opener on 
how fast something can hap~ 
pen, no matter how safe you 
think things are." 

"Piper is fine now and 
still feeds 'her Paint Horse,' 
climbs his gate and pets him 
on the nose. Yes, Piper still 
feeds him hay, but now, Mom 
and Dad make sure we 
never turn our backs," Mrs. 
Zimmerman assured. 

"Horseback riding is 
more- dangerous than motor
cycle riding, skiing, football 
and rugby;' according to ma
terial provided by Dr. Kim
berly May, assistant director 
of communications for the 
American Veterinary Med-

Overall, more than 11 
percent of those injured 
were admitted to the hospi
tal. Novice riders had near
ly eightfold greater inci
dence over professional 
equestrians. Injury rates 
were one-and-a-half times 
higher for women than men. 
The scariest part: one in five 
equestrians will be serious
ly injured during their rid
ing career. 

. One report showed an av
erage of 19 fatalities annual
ly nationwide due to horse 
accidents. Treatment for 
equestrian-related injuries 

totals over $1 billion annu
ally, according to a report 
from the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission. 

"Our opinion is that 
horse owners today are gen~ 
erally unknowledgeable or 
inexperienced in the under
standing of the general risks 
involved in riding and being 
around horses," confirmed · 
Brenda Hendrix, vice presi
dent of the American Asso
ciation for Horsemanship 
Safety, Estes Park, Colo. 
"They have 'Hollywood' 
ideas of what it's like to ride 
and handle horses. 

A roping accident claimed the little finger on the right 
hand of Council Grove cowboy Jason .Fillmore. After 
many hours of intensive surgery at a Kansas City 
hospital, the hand, which was mangled in the mishap, 
is recovering slowly, with feeling and use expected to 
be regained. 
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"Fifty to 70 years ago, 

more people had and used 
horses on a daily basis, and 
that information was part of 
life," Hendrix continued. 
"Now lack of knowledge, in
experience, and false ideas 
about horses are affecting 
the industry. 

"People just aren't taking 
the time to educate them
selves and are taking the 
horse for granted. No horse 
is 100 percent bomb-proof, 
not even good old kid hors
es. You can train a horse to 
the highest level, but you 
can not train the instincts 
out, and they can and often 
do surface in a crisis," she 
said. 

Analysis. from the Center 
for Injury:·· "Horse-related 
injuries are ·a public health 
concern, not just for riders, 
but for anyone in close con
tact with horses." 

Their advice: "Preven
tion programs should target 
horseback riders and horse 
caregivers to promote he!-

ical Association,· Schium
burg, Ill. · · 

A study by the National 
Center for Injury Preven
tion and Control, Atlanta, 
Ga., indicated, "Over 66 per
cent of injuries with horses 
occurred while the person 
was mounted, commonly 
from falling or beiqg thrown 
from the horse. When not 
mounted. majority of han
dler injuries resulted from 
being kicked." 

The most often injured 
body parts were the head 
and neck region, 23.2 per
cent; lower extremity, 22.2 
percent; and upper extremi
ty, 21.5 percent. Nearly 32 
percent of the injuries were 
contusions and abrasions, 
while 25 peJ;<;:ent were frac
tures. Injuries to the nerv
ous system are the most dan
gerous. 

met use and educate partic
ipants about horse behavior, 
proper handling of horses, 
and safe riding practices." 

• 
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Of course, the logical so
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"Be careful." Yes, there are 
sometimes ways to prevent 
mishaps with horses. Re
ferred to as horse sense, the 
more one is around horses, 
awareness increases, and 
accident prevention is often 
possible. 

Still, catastrophes can 
and do frequently occur to 
experienced horse han
dlers. 

Jan Oleen, Dwight ranch
er and former collegiate 
athlete, has worked with 
horses and livestock his en
tire life. Captain of a many
time champion ranch rodeo 
team, and a successful jack
pot roper, Oleen, unlike 
some modern-day stockmen, 
prefers to do his cattle work 
from horseback. 

That was just what Oleen 
was doing when an accident 
occurred. The lariat Oleen 
used to rope a calf was lying 
on the ground when he fin
ished doctoring the calf, 
with the tail of the rope still 
half-hitched over the saddle 

,rn. Oleen stepped into the 
small opened loop with one 
leg when he stood up; the 
rope tightened itself around 
his leg and the saddle, and 
his horse spooked and took 
off. 

As the mature and sea
soned bay gelding ran at a 
good rate of speed across 
the tail pasture grass, Oleen 
was being dragged on his 
b~ck with his legs crossed, 
despite futile efforts to pro
tect his body and right him
self. Another ranch worker 
pursued the runaway and 
was able to get him stopped 
about a quarter of a mile 
away from the start. 

Although he was con
scious, Oleen's entire back
side received second-de
gree burns. He ViaS hospital
ized, received proper treat
ment and was released a 
week later. ''It was really a 
freak accident, and rm for
tunate to be alive, let alone 
not have any broken bones, 

Continued on page 11 

After a life-threatening accident in which Jan Olsen 
was dragged across the pasture by his leg with a lariat 
tightened around it and half-hitched to the saddle of his 
runaway gelding, the Dwight cattleman has nearly re
covered from the second-degree burns to his backside. 
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A roping accident claimed the little finger on the right 
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many hours of intensive surgery at a Kansas City 
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is recovering slowly, with feeling and use expected to 
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Despite Services They Provide, Horses Are Dangerous 

Horses can be hazardous to their handler's health. 
Actually, one can never be too careful when working with horses. 
Yet, nearly everybody has an affectionate place in their heart for a horse. 
The old saying, "The outside of a horse is good for the inside of a man," does hold true. 
Despite all things good and satisfying one can think of about horses, the fact remains: they can be very dan

gerous animals. 
We've never forgotten reading the story in the fourth grade about the horse-related death of Mary White, 

daughter of renowned editor William Allen White of Emporia. Her horse went under a tree, and Miss White was 
killed when she struck a low limb. 

A similar fatal accident occurred a few years ago when a neighbor girl rode a horse through a gate with a 
low-hanging overhead. Many people recall the horse-jumping accident causing severe injuries and subsequent 
death of actor Christopher Reeve. Recent accidents of friends with their horses have brought these facts home 
to us again. 

Once a list is started, it seems there's no end to what can occur with and around horses. 
Potential dangers with horses include: balking, biting, bucking, bumping, dragging, falling, jumping, kicking, 

laying down, leading. leaning, lunging, overhead obstacles, pawing, pulling, rearing, rolling, roping accidents, 
rubbing, running, shying, slipping, striking, stumbling, tail switching, thrashing, tying, trampling and on and on. 

Of course, the logical solution many people give is: "Be careful." Yes, there are sometimes ways to prevent 
mishaps with horses. Referred to as horse sense, the more one is around horses, awareness increases, and 
accident prevention is often possible. 

Still, catastrophes can and do frequently occur to experienced horse handlers. Sometimes, they are freak
ish occurrences, but if it can happen, it will with a horse. 

Jan Oleen, Dwight rancher and former collegiate star athlete, has worked with horses and livestock his 
entire life. Captain of a many-time champion ranch rodeo team, and a successful jackpot roper, Oleen, unlike 
some modern-day stockmen, prefers to do his cattle work from horseback. 

That was just what Oleen was doing when an accident occurred. The lariat Oleen used to rope a calf was 
lying on the ground when he finished doctoring the calf, with the tail of the rope still half-hitched over the sad
dle horn. Oleen stepped into the small opened loop with one leg when he stood up; the rope tightened itself 
around his leg and the saddle, and his horse spooked and took off. 

As the mature and seasoned bay gelding ran at a good rate of speed across the tall pasture grass, Oleen 
was being dragged on his back with his legs crossed, despite futile efforts to protect his body and right him
self. Another ranch worker pursued the runaway and was able to get him stopped about a quarter of a mile 
away from the start. 

Although he was conscious, Olean's entire backside received second-degree burns. He was hospitalized, 
received proper treatment and was released a week later. "It was really a freak accident, and I'm fortunate to 
be alive, let alone not have any broken bones, or more severe injuries," Oleen acknowledged. "I still don't want 
to ever do it again." 

An indentation remains in his leg and continues to swell at night where the rope pulled him. Oleen said, "I'm 
still having a hard time getting a good night's rest." However, he is riding horses, including the one involved in 
the incident, and has roped several head of cattle. Oleen noted, "I rode on our team that was fourth in the Beef 
Fest ranch rodeo." 

Within days of Oleen's accident, Jason Fillmore, Council Grove cowboy, working alone in a pasture, was 
attempting to catch a yearling for doctoring. While he's roped literally thousands of cattle in his lifetime, and 
many of those in an identical situation, things didn't go as intended this time. 

When Fillmore roped the critter and dallied his lariat around the saddle horn, his entire right hand was under 
the rope, squeezed against the saddle tree. Fillmore thought quickly and was able to move the horse forward 
enough to release pressure, but the damage was already done. 

His hand was severely mangled, with broken fingers, torn muscles and cartilage and severe bleeding. Fill
more had to ride half a mile to his phone and called his sister-in-law, a nurse. After being located in the obscure 
pasture, Fillmore was transported to the local hospital and on to a Kansas City hospital, where he underwent 
seven hours of surgery. 

"They had to remove my little finger, but I feel fortunate my remaining lingers are intact," Fillmore reflected. 
"Additional surgeries are going to be required, but the doctors think I'll regain the feeling and use of my hand." 

While the pain had to be excruciating. Fillmore denied much suffering so far and expressed little bitterness, 
yet is frustrated about the terrible mishap. "It'll take some time for me to learn to rope again without my little 
finger, but others have done it, and I will too," he evaluated. 



Fillmore's wife, Dara, commented, "Jason had done this very thing hundreds of times without incident, but 
it just goes to show that God is in control, not us. We want to give God all the glory for the miraculous saving 
and healing of Jason's hand. The doctors have called it 'the miracle hand.' We know God has a plan for Jason." 

Injuring and losing thumbs and fingers are not completely uncommon with ropers. When one sees a cow
boy with missing digits on a roping hand, it is often an automatic assumption what has happened. Whole hand 
injuries of this severity are infrequent. 

Another case of a hand wound caused by a horse comes from Dare! and Crystal Zimmerman of Fort Scott. 
"We found out one should never take for granted how safe we think we are around our horses," Mrs. Zim

merman exclaimed. "Our two-year-old daughter, Piper, always feeds her favorite horse, the colorful one, our 
five-year-old Paint stallion, Gunner. This time, when she reached up to feed him some hay, Gunner grabbed 
for the feed and latched onto Piper's finger in the same bite." 

The little girl's parents were nearby, and they saw and heard Piper on the barn floor crying. "It appeared like 
her left index finger was detached, but fortunately it was still there though severely injured. The finger had a 
lengthwise compression fracture," Mrs. Zimmerman described. 

Rushed to the hospital, the finger was sewn back together, and surgeons don't think there was any ligament 
damage. "The finger has now healed, and Piper should have use of it eventually, although the finger will always 
be larger than her others," Mrs. Zimmerman reviewed. 

Dare! Zimmerman insisted, "Our stud has never been aggressive toward anybody, but knowing that an inno
cent, everyday act of feeding a horse can turn out to be such a tragic accident has been a big eye-opener on 
how fast something can happen, no matter how safe you think things are." 

"Piper is fine now and still feeds 'her Paint Horse,' climbs his gate and pets him on the nose. Yes, Piper still 
feeds him hay, but now, Mom and Dad make sure we never turn our backs," Mrs. Zimmerman assured. 

"Horseback riding is more dangerous than motorcycle riding, skiing, football and rugby,'' according to mate
rial provided by Dr. Kimberly May, assistant director of communications for the American Veterinary Medical 
Association, Schaumburg, Ill. Injuries are more likely to occur in jumping than in flat racing or in social riding. 

A study by the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Atlanta, Ga., indicated, "Over 66 percent 
of injuries with horses occurred while the person was mounted, commonly from falling or being thrown from 
the horse. When not mounted, majority of handler injuries resulted from being kicked." 

The most often injured body parts were the head and neck region, 23.2 percent; lower extremity, 22.2 per
cent; and upper extremity, 21.5 percent. Nearly 32 percent of the injuries were contusions and abrasions, while 
25 percent were fractures. Injuries to the nervous system are the most dangerous. 

Overall, more than 11 percent of those injured were admitted to the hospital. Novice riders had nearly eight
fold greater incidence over professional equestrians. Injury rates were one-and-a-half times higher for women 
than men. The scariest part: one in five equestrians will be seriously injured during their riding career. 

One report showed an average of 19 fatalities annually nationwide due to horse accidents. Treatment for 
equestrian-related injuries totals over $1 billion annually, according to a report from the U.S. Consumer Prod
uct Safety Commission. 

"Our opinion is that horse owners today are generally unknowledgeable or inexperienced in the under
standing of the general risks involved in riding and being around horses,'' confirmed Brenda Hendrix, vice pres
ident of the American Association for Horsemanship Safety, Estes Park, Colo. "They have 'Hollywood' ideas of 
what it's like to ride and handle horses. 

"Fifty to 70 years ago, more people had and used horses on a daily basis, and that information was part of 
life," Hendrix continued. "Now lack of knowledge, inexperience, and false ideas about horses are affecting the 
industry. We see it in every discipline. 

"People just aren't taking the time to educate themselves and are taking the horse for granted. No horse is 
100 percent bomb-proof, not even good old kid horses. You can train a horse to the highest level, but you can 
not train the instincts out, and they can and often do surface in a crisis,'' Hendrix summarized. 

Analysis from the Center for Injury: "Horse-related injuries are a public health concern, not just for riders, but 
for anyone in close contact with horses." 

Their advice: "Prevention programs should target horseback riders and horse caregivers to promote helmet 
use and educate participants about horse behavior, proper handling of horses, and safe riding practices." 

A person can never be too careful when near horses. 



Daily afternoon chores for Piper Zimmerman, 
two-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Darel Zim
merman at Fort Scott, include feeding "her 
favorite horse," the five-year-old Paint stallion, 
Gunner. Two months ago when Gunner grabbed 
for some hay from his little friend, he also latched 
onto her left index finger in the same bite. Imme
diate attention to the injury saved Piper's finger, 
but it'll always be larger than the rest. Everyone 
in the family is now more cautious and attentive 
at chore time. 

A roping accident claimed 
the little finger on the right hand 
of Council Grove cowboy Jason 
Fillmore. After many hours of 
intensive surgery at a Kansas 
City hospital, the hand, which 
was mangled in the mishap, is 
recovering slowly, with feeling 
and usage expected to be 
regained. Despite frustrations 
from the injury, Fillmore is 
active in his ranch work and 
fully intends to again rope and 
doctor cattle in the Flint Hills. 

After a life-threatening accident in which Jan 
Oleen was dragged across the pasture by his leg 
with a lariat tightened around it and half-hitched 
to the saddle of his runaway gelding, the Dwight 
cattleman has nearly recovered from the second
degree burns to his backside. Shown with part of 
the ranch remuda, Oleen is again riding, roping 
and doctoring cattle. 


