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Wichita Quarter Horse Supporter, Exhibitor 
Posthumously Inducted Into Kansas Hall Of Fame 

"Everybody loved Dad, 
He was such a good sport. 
What a supporter of his fam
ily and friends." 

That description was 
given by his oldest daughter 
Barbara Murphy, but it has 
been quoted uncountable 
times by all who knew :W.R. 
"Bill" Murfin of Wichita: 

For those characteristics 
and countless additional 
contributions to horses and 
their owners and riders, 
Murfin has been posthu
mously -inducted intO the 
Kansas Quarter Horse Hall 
of Fame. 

"He was a fun person and 
the biggest fan our family 
could have ever had," Barb 
emphasized, as she talked 
about her dad and his vast 
involvement with horses. 

From a beginning of rid
ing as a youth, Murfin, born 
in 192&,. reaped success in 
many areas, including his 
own championships on 
horseback, but accomplish-

ments of his family were his 
biggest pride. He passed 
away in 1998. 

Under the influence of 
his father I.W. Murfin, who 
founded Murfin Drilling at 
Wichita in 11126 and who 
also had a fondness for hors
es, Bill Murfin learned the 
oil drilling business ·from 
the ground up. He was in
volved in not only leader
ship in the oil industry but 
also in banking, John Deere 
dealerships and Dold Pack
ing Company, as well as 
being president of the Wi
chita Crime Commission. 

"Although Dad experi
enced business success, his 
real pride and joY was his 
family, and he was never too 
busy to give to them," Barb 
insisted. 

Murfin and his wife, 
Betty, had three children, 
including Barbara, David 
and Nancy. Murfin consid
ered his employees to be 
part of his e]\tended family, 

and he very much enjoyed 
and appreciated them, Barb 
pointed out: 

The family's horse show 
experience began at Sad
dlebred events when Barb 
started competing as a six
year-.old. "I won a lot at 
those affairs, but when Dad 
bought a black Quarter 
HOrse named Bar John, we 
started riding in the local 
play days, and that soon 
moved us into Quarter 
Horse competitions," Barb 
recalled. 

While rooting for Barb, 
her brother Dave and sister 
Nancy at shows, Murfin was 
soon persuaded to mount tip 
and compete too. "Dad rode 
in the barrel races right 
along with us girls. He was 
pretty good, but Dad always 
said he was so sore by Tnes
day that he could hardly 
walk," Barb continued. 

"I don't know how he did 
it. He was well into bis 50s 
by that time, but he had a· 
great time," she added. 

As Barb and Nancy pro
gressed in their Quarter 
Horse accompliShments, 
Murfin was encouraged- to 
ride in those events as well. 
"He began by showing 
Nancy's horse, The Investi
gator, and earned a superior 
in western pleasure and 
qualified for the American 
Quarter Horse Association 
Amateur World Show in Ok' , 
lahoma City. 

"Those were really big 
classes in those days, and 
Dad placed first in 22 out of 
26 western,pleasure classeS 
in a row," Barb credited. "Of 
course; he'd ridden all of his 
life, but to win in that kind 
of competition when he was 
then over 60 years old was 
really remarkable." 

At the 1981 Amateur 
World Show, Murfin placed 
ninth in western pleasure 
and came back a year later 
to place tenth. He was also 
sixth in western pleasure at 
the 1981 Quarter Horse Con
gress in Columbus, Ohio. 

Additionally, Murfin con
sistently competed success
fully in horsemanship am:l 
showmanship classes, 

"Dad was really fun. 
Everybody seemed to enjoy 

Continued on pag"e'-'7'------

Bill Murfin of Wichita has been posthumously inducted 
into the Kansas Quarter Horse Hall of Fame for his vast · 
leadership and support of Quarter Horse activities and 
exhibitors and owners. He is shown with one of his 
show horses, The Investigator. Murfin once won 22 out 
of 26 large western pleasure classes at registered 
Quarter Horse shows throughout the country. 
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watching him compete and 
cheer him on. He was such a 
good sport, especially with 
his daughters always on the 
rail telling him what to do," 
Barb related. 

An even greater high
light than his own accom
plishments for Murfin were 
those of his daughters and 
grandchildren. "He was so 
excited when r was the 
World champion amateur 
all-around rider at the 1985 
World Championship Quar
ter Horse Show," -noted 
Barb, who concluded her 
personal shOwing career 
with that accomplishmeri_t. 

"! had five children , by 
that time, and it 'Was .a .cbote 
getting them to all Qf their 
activities, let alone trying to 
show myself. It's more fun tO 
watch them participate any
way," Barb recognized. 

Family world Quarter 
Horse titles came again for 
the Murfins when Nancy 
Moxley was the high point 
world show amateur rider 
in both 1988 and 1989, as 
well as collecting several 
class champio.nships. "I 
think it- was the first time, 
maybe the only_ time, that 
sisters have won the all
around title. It really inade 
Dad proud," Barb acknowl
edged. 

Murfin continued show- • 
ing into the "90s, sharing the 
gelding Grey Escort in 
pleasure and showmanship 
with his grandson Marshall 
Murphy. When he wasn't 
competing, Murfin was on a· f 
front row seat at the shows. � 

""Dad was probably best 
known for supporting others 
as they competed," Barb in
dicated. "He could always 
be found in the stands be
tween his classes, with _a vi
deo camera ready to record 
his family and friends as 
well as encouraging them. 

In addition, Murfin Was 
anxious to proviP,e· fj.:nancial 
�tiPport and . advice ·ror 
local, state and national 

· Quarter Hors� 1\J:tivities. 
_Now, Barb's .-daugP,ter 

Maggie 1\!qrphy llJl4 Nancy 
Moxley and .her 4au!ll\ter 
M-ariah .continue comp_eting, 
having ·collecte9. numerous 
top ten placings in youth 
and amateur Quarter Hotse 
world and year-end stand-
ings. · · · "il��-� 

Their hor�es'i�kept on 
a family acreag�;:�_�ar Wi
chita, with Jeff Mellott as 
their trainer. BettY· M11rfin· 
is still a strong supp'Orter. 

"We wouldn't have had 
all of these great opportuni
ties and so much fun with 
horses if-it hadn't been for 
Dad," Barb concluded. 



Wichita Quarter Horse Supporter, Exhibitor 
Posthumously Inducted Into Kansas Hall Of Fame 

"Everybody loved Dad. He was such a good sport. What a supporter of his family and friends." 
That description was given by his oldest daughter Barbara Murphy, but it has been quoted uncountable 

times by all who knew W.R. "Bill" Murfin of Wichita. 
For those characteristics and countless additional contributions to horses and their owners and riders, 

Murfin has been posthumously inducted into the Kansas Quarter Horse Hall of Fame. 
"He was a fun person and the biggest fan our family could have ever had," Barb emphasized, as she talked 

about her dad and his vast involvement with horses. 
From a beginning of riding as a youth, Murfin, born in 1920, reaped success in many areas, including his 

own championships on horseback, but accomplishments of his family were his biggest pride. He passed away 
in 1998. 

Under the influence of his father I.W. Murfin, who founded Murfin Drilling at Wichita in 1926 and who also 
had a fondness for horses, Bill Murfin learned the oil drilling business from the ground up. He was involved in 
not only leadership in the oil industry but also in banking, John Deere dealerships and Dold Packing Compa
ny, as well as being president of the Wichita Crime Commission. 

"Although Dad experienced business success, his real pride and joy was his family, and he was never too 
busy to give to them," Barb insisted. 

Murfin and his wife, Betty, had three children, including Barbara, David and Nancy. Murfin considered his 
employees to be part of his extended family, and he very much enjoyed and appreciated them, Barb pointed 
out. 

The family's horse show experience began at Saddlebred events when Barb started competing as a six
year-old. "I won a lot at those affairs, but when Dad bought a black Quarter Horse named Bar John, we start
ed riding in the local play days, and that soon moved us into Quarter Horse competitions," Barb recalled. 

While rooting for Barb, her brother Dave and sister Nancy at shows, Murfin was soon persuaded to mount 
up and compete too. "Dad rode in the barrel races right along with us girls. He was pretty good, but Dad always 
said he was so sore by Tuesday that he could hardly walk," Barb continued. 

"I don't know how he did it. He was well into his 50s by that time, but he had a great time," she added. 
As Barb and Nancy progressed in their Quarter Horse accomplishments, Murfin was encouraged to ride in 

those events as well. "He began by showing Nancy's horse, The Investigator, and earned a superior in west
ern pleasure and qualified for the American Quarter Horse Association Amateur World Show in Oklahoma City. 

"Those were really big classes in those days, and Dad placed first in 22 out of 26 western pleasure class
es in a row," Barb credited. "Of course, he'd ridden all of his life, but to win in that kind of competition when he 
was then over 60 years old was really remarkable." 

At the 1981 Amateur World Show, Murfin placed ninth in western pleasure and came back a year later to 
place tenth. He was also sixth in western pleasure at the 1981 Quarter Horse Congress in Columbus, Ohio. 

Additionally, Murfin consistently competed successfully in horsemanship and showmanship classes. 
"Dad was really fun. Everybody seemed to enjoy watching him compete and cheer him on. He was such a 

good sport, especially with his daughters always on the rail telling him what to do," Barb related. 
An even greater highlight than his own accomplishments for Murfin were those of his daughters and grand

children. "He was so excited when I was the world champion amateur all-around rider at the 1985 World Cham
pionship Quarter Horse Show," noted Barb, who concluded her personal showing career with that accom
plishment. 

"I had five children by that time, and it was a chore getting them to all of their activities, let alone trying to 
show myself. It's more fun to watch them participate anyway," Barb recognized. 

Family world Quarter Horse titles came again for the Murfins when Nancy Moxley was the high point world 
show amateur rider in both 1988 and 1989, as well as collecting several class championships. "I think it was 
the first time, maybe the only time, that sisters have won the all-around title. It really made Dad proud," Barb 
acknowledged. 

Murfin continued showing into the '90s, sharing the gelding Grey Escort in pleasure and showmanship with 
his grandson Marshall Murphy. When he wasn't competing, Murfin was on a front row seat at the shows. 

"He never missed a show if it was possible for him to be there," Barb contended. 
"Dad was probably best known for supporting others as they competed," Barb indicated. "He could always 

be found in the stands between his classes, with a video camera ready to record his family and friends as well 
as encouraging them. 

"In spare moments, he would often be seen catching up on his reading," she mentioned. 
In addition, Murfin was anxious to provide financial support and advice for local, state and national Quarter 

Horse activities. 



Now, Barb's daughter Maggie Murphy and Nancy Moxley and her daughter Mariah continue competing, hav
ing collected numerous top ten placings in youth and amateur Quarter Horse world and year-end standings. 

Their horses are kept on a family acreage near Wichita, with Jeff Mellott as their trainer. Betty Murfin is still 
a strong supporter. 

"We wouldn't have had all of these great opportunities and so much fun with horses if it hadn't been for Dad," 
Barb concluded. 

Bill Murfin of Wichita has been posthumously 
inducted into the Kansas Quarter Horse Hall of 
Fame for his vast leadership and support of Quar
ter Horse activities and exhibitors and owners. He 
is shown with one of his show horses, The Inves
tigator. Murfin once won 22 out of 26 large west
ern pleasure classes at registered Quarter Horse 
shows throughout the country. 


