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for The loue Of Horses 
t3� Trank J. Budiman 

Ch�mpion Watermelon Racer Best 
Known For Diverse Horse Leadership 

He was the champion waM 
termelon racer at the early 
day horse shows. 

However, Berna:r.d Wells 
is betier kiwwn for his life
time of leadership at all lev
els of horse activities 
throughout Kansas. 

"I really enjoyed those 
horse play days. We'd have 
musical chairs and the 
cowhide, scoop shovel, tun
nel, sack and watermelon 
races. They don't have those 
fun classes anymore. I sure 
do miss them�" -rentinisced -· 

the· retired- .. Manhattan 
horseman. 

"That �termelon race 
was something, but the big 
horse I h"d took care of me. 
You had to run down bare
back, get off, get the water
melon and �arry it back on 
the horse to the finish line. 
I'd hold the watermelon and 
guide the horse with my 

legs," Wells continued with a 
smile. 

While it's been a few 
years since Wells has ridden 
horseback after having back 
surgery, he still has an ac
tiVe interest in anything to 
do with horses. 

Spending much of his 
youth working on his uncle 
Floyd Wells' dairy farm, 
Wells wasn't in 4-H and did
n't have his own horse, but 
he always dreamed of own
ing one. "I got my first hQrse, 
a buckskin mare called 

Jeannie, when I was 18," 
Wells recalled. 

Before long he was active 
in the Westmoreland Saddle 
Club and then the Manhat
tan Roundup Club, partici
pating in local events and 
serving in leadership posi
tions; 

When he married Betty 
(Ellis), his wife of nearly 59 
years, Wells' horse interests 
further expanded. "I'd reck
on so. She had- a horse and 

really kept me in place a lot 
of the time," he admitted. 

In 1962, Gus Berry, horse 
superintendent for the 
Riley County Fair, then con
ducted at Griffith Field in 
Manhattan, asked Wells to 

help out with the 4-H horse 
show. "The next year, I was 
the horse superintendent 
and ended up staying for 
about 26 years," Wells calcu
lated. 

"The first year all the 4-
H'ers did was show baby 
colts. I said that wasn't real
ly a horse show. So, we 
added yearling halter and a 
two-year-old riding class. 
Before long, we had a full 
show, and it was pretty good 
size/' Wells insisted. 

With the fair· position, 
Wells also assumed respon
sibility as county 4-H horse 
leader and started conduct
ing meetings to help mem
bers learri more about hors
es. 

'We didn't have too many 
4-H'ers with horses when I 
started, but it sure grew. 
Over the years, I had the op
portunity to work with a lot · 

of good kids and their par
ents," acknowledged Wells. 
"I must credit Ann Lenhart 
for her help with the Eng
lish side. That wasn't really 
my cup of tea." 

Wells' daughters Linda 
and Julie were among those 
involved with horses. "I 
qon't think anybody would 
say I was prejudiced to my 

kids. They worked right 
along with all of the rest," 
Wells contended. "I didn't 
care if my girls, or really anY 
of the 4-H members, won; all 
I wanted was for them to do 
their best." 

However, his daughters 
did stand out a number of 
times. "Linda won the horse
manship one year at the 
state .fair. She was the 
Kansas Appaloosa Queen 

and also runner-up at the 
Miss Rodeo �ansas pageant 
as well as at the Waterville 
Rodeo;· reviewed Dad, who 
limited personal showing 
after he began working with 
4-H members. 

.Oldest daughter Linda 
Kleiner commented, "Dad 
was·' always there helping 
everybody with their horses. 
Basically I grew up on a 
horse. We went to horse 
shows all around the area. A 
highlight for me was com
peting at the National Ap
paloosa Queen Pageant in 
Walla Walla, Washington." 

The activity Wells talked 
about most was when the 
Riley County Horse Quiz 
Bowl Team he trained won 
national competition in 
Harrisburg, Penn. "We real� 
ly worked hard for that. 
Some other states didn't 
think a team from the sticks 
in Kansas could do it, but we 
won in 1975," Wells said. "We 



Bernard Wells, 
tan, has spent most 
adult years working with 
ho,�es, owners and the 4-
H horse program. Now re

tired and out of horses 
personally, he has lots of 
fond memories of horse 
activities and · is still fre
quently called upon for 
advice. 
went back the next year, but 
didn't do as well." 

' 

His daughter Julie 
(EbeJ;tJ. was onc·tke·miiming 
qu,iz . .)JOwl team .and also a 
metriber of the county 4-H 
horse judJiing team her dad 
<:oached·. "·We won the state 
4-B lt!!t�ll.'":i•n:lgil!g cmrtest 
one Ye�r and competed at 

. tiie'Qua\;1;;-f 'n'O'r�e Congress 
in Columbus, Ohio. I had 
several good horse judging 
teams," Wells recalled. 

Due to his vast knowl
edge of horses, Wells was 
.called upon to judge horse 
shQ_ws. "I judged many coun
ty fairs and Eastern Kansas 
Horseman's Association 
(EKHA) shows," noted Wells, 
who was instrumental in 
f0ri:natfori of EKHA and 
served as one of its -early 
presidents. 

'Wells helped organize 
district 4-H shows. "For sev� 
eral years; I was rEisPonsible 
for hauling the judge to 'dis
trict shows where I didn't 
have any 4-H members com
peting," he related. 

From- his experience at 
local' events; Wells was soon 
asked to announce the 4-H 
horse show at the state fair 
in Hutchinson. "I can't tell 
you how many years I did 
that, but it was a lot," he ad
mitted. 

Until recently, Wells had 
horses of his own. "We usu
ally kept three or four broke 
horses and six or eight 
younger horses. I had an Ap
·paloosa stud: several years 

and raised foals out of our 
own mares," he explained. 

"I've had some good hors
es, and some that weren't so 
good. I'd say one of the best 
was Hardtack, but the girls 
would probably say it was 
another one," Wells debat
ed. 

Horses weren't the only 
thing Wells did. "I farmed 

. some and had 50 stock cows 
on our farm west of Manhat
tan where we moved in 1966. 

I worked 26 years in the 
large animal hospital at K
State," tallied Wells, charter 
member of the Riley County 
Livestock Association. 

Betty has always worked 
closely with Bernard in 
whatever he did: "I sure 
wouldn't have been able to 
have done anything without 
Betty's help," Bernard cred
ited. "She assisted in all of 
.the 4-H and horse activities 
I and ·our children were in
volved in. Whatever was 
needed, she was there and 
ready to go." Betty worked 

for nearly 30 years in the 
KSU Extension Department. 

When a new arena was 
constructed at the Riley 
County Fairgrounds in 
northwest Manh�tt�, �t was_ 
named Wells · Ar� 'in 
recognition of all the work 
that Bernard and Betty 
Wells have done for the 

·horse industry and 4-H 
youth. 

An original member of 
the Kaw Valley Rodeo Asso
ciation, Wells served as a di
rector of that group many 
years. 

His grandchildren Walk
er, Kachina and Autumn 
Kleiner, and Levi, Chase, 
Pake, Codi and Avery Ebert 
have been active in 4-H 
horse work too. 

"Autumn was the K-State 
Rodeo Queen, and Walker · 

works on a ranch in Valen
tine, Neb., and does a lot of 
his work on horseback," 
Wells noted. 

Frequently called upon 
for advice on anything to do 

��is� Gi�in� 'iiii.'e t�;··�uo�. �aie ·� 
with horses, Wells remains a pointed out, "Horses are 
strong supporter of horse good for young people to 
activities and 4-H. learn with. Those who are 

"I am concerned about involved with horses don't 
having .leaders for young have time to get in trouble. 
people with horses. It is a "I've sure seen some good 
lot of work and demands horses and made friends all 
dedication to be a 4-H horse. over the country,"'he a<]ded. 
leader," Wells emphasized. "It ain't the years, it's the 

Admitting that it costs a miles, and I've traveled a 
lot to keep horses, Wells few," Wells concluded. 



Champion Watermelon Racer Best 
Known For Diverse Horse Leadership 

He was the champion watermelon racer at the early day horse shows. 
However, Bernard Wells is better known for his lifetime of leadership at all levels of horse activities through

out Kansas. 
"I really enjoyed those horse play days. We'd have musical chairs and the cowhide, scoop shovel, tunnel, 

sack and watermelon races. They don't have those fun classes anymore. I sure do miss them," reminisced the 
retired Manhattan horseman. 

"That watermelon race was something, but the big horse I had took care of me. You had to run down bare
back, get off, get the watermelon and carry it back on the horse to the finish line. I'd hold the watermelon and 
guide the horse with my legs," Wells continued with a smile. 

While it's been a few years since Wells has ridden horseback after having back surgery, he still has an active 
interest in anything to do with horses. 

Spending much of his youth working on his uncle Floyd Wells' dairy farm, Wells wasn't in 4-H and didn't 
have his own horse, but he always dreamed of owning one. "I got my first horse, a buckskin mare called Jean
nie, when I was 18," Wells recalled. 

Before long he was active in the Westmoreland Saddle Club and then the Manhattan Roundup Club, par
ticipating in local events and serving in leadership positions. 

When he married Betty (Ellis), his wife of nearly 59 years, Wells' horse interests further expanded. "I'd reck
on so. She had a horse and really kept me in place a lot of the time," he admitted. 

In 1962, Gus Berry, horse superintendent for the Riley County Fair, then conducted at Griffith Field in Man
hattan, asked Wells to help out with the 4-H horse show. "The next year, I was the horse superintendent and 
ended up staying for about 26 years," Wells calculated. 

"The first year all the 4-H'ers did was show baby colts. I said that wasn't really a horse show. So, we added 
yearling halter and a two-year-old riding class. Before long, we had a full show, and it was pretty good size," 
Wells insisted. 

With the fair position, Wells also assumed responsibility as county 4-H horse leader and started conducting 
meetings to help members learn more about horses. 

"We didn't have too many 4-H'ers with horses when I started, but it sure grew. Over the years, I had the 
opportunity to work with a lot of good kids and their parents," acknowledged Wells. "I must credit Ann Lenhart 
for her help with the English side. That wasn't really my cup of tea." 

Wells' daughters Linda and Julie were among those involved with horses. "I don't think anybody would say 
I was prejudiced to my kids. They worked right along with all of the rest," Wells contended. "I didn't care if my 
girls, or really any of the 4-H members, won; all I wanted was for them to do their best." 

However, his daughters did stand out a number of times. "Linda won the horsemanship one year at the state 
fair. She was the Kansas Appaloosa Queen and also runner-up at the Miss Rodeo Kansas pageant as well as 
at the Waterville Rodeo," reviewed Dad, who limited personal showing after he began working with 4-H mem
bers. 

Oldest daughter Linda Kleiner commented, "Dad was always there helping everybody with their horses. 
Basically I grew up on a horse. We went to horse shows all around the area. A highlight for me was compet
ing at the National Appaloosa Queen Pageant in Walla Walla, Washington." 

The activity Wells talked about most was when the Riley County Horse Quiz Bowl Team he trained won 
national competition in Harrisburg, Penn. "We really worked hard for that. Some other states didn't think a team 
from the sticks in Kansas could do it, but we won in 1975," Wells said. "We went back the next year, but did
n't do as well." 

His daughter Julie (Ebert) was on the winning quiz bowl team and also a member of the county 4-H horse 
judging team her dad coached. "We won the state 4-H horse judging contest one year and competed at the 
Quarter Horse Congress in Columbus, Ohio. I had several good horse judging teams," Wells recalled. 

Due to his vast knowledge of horses, Wells was called upon to judge horse shows. "I judged many county 
fairs and Eastern Kansas Horseman's Association (EKHA) shows," noted Wells, who was instrumental in for
mation of EKHA and served as one of its early presidents. 

Wells helped organize district 4-H shows. "For several years, I was responsible for hauling the judge to dis
trict shows where I didn't have any 4-H members competing," he related. 

From his experience at local events, Wells was soon asked to announce the 4-H horse show at the state 
fair in Hutchinson. "I can't tell you how many years I did that, but it was a lot," he admitted. 

Until recently, Wells had horses of his own. "We usually kept three or four broke horses and six or eight 
younger horses. I had an Appaloosa stud several years and raised foals out of our own mares," he explained. 

"I've had some good horses, and some that weren't so good. I'd say one of the best was Hardtack, but the 
girls would probably say it was another one," Wells debated. 



Horses weren't the only thing Wells did. "I farmed some and had 50 stock cows on our farm west of Man
hattan where we moved in 1966. I worked 26 years in the large animal hospital at K-State," tallied Wells, char
ter member of the Riley County Livestock Association. 

Betty has always worked closely with Bernard in whatever he did. "I sure wouldn't have been able to have 
done anything without Betty's help," Bernard credited. "She assisted in all of the 4-H and horse activities I and 
our children were involved in. Whatever was needed, she was there and ready to go." Betty worked for near
ly 30 years in the KSU Extension Department. 

When a new arena was constructed at the Riley County Fairgrounds in northwest Manhattan, it was named 
Wells Arena in recognition of all the work that Bernard and Betty Wells have done for the horse industry and 
4-H youth. 

An original member of the Kaw Valley Rodeo Association, Wells served as a director of that group many 
years. 

His grandchildren Walker, Kachina and Autumn Kleiner, and Levi, Chase, Pake, Codi and Avery Ebert have 
been active in 4-H horse work too. 

"Autumn was the K-State Rodeo Queen, and Walker works on a ranch in Valentine, Neb., and does a lot of 
his work on horseback," Wells noted. 

Frequently called upon for advice on anything to do with horses, Wells remains a strong supporter of horse 
activities and 4-H. 

"I am concerned about having leaders for young people with horses. It is a lot of work and demands dedi
cation to be a 4-H horse leader," Wells emphasized. 

Admitting that it costs a lot to keep horses, Wells pointed out, "Horses are good for young people to learn 
with. Those who are involved with horses don't have time to get in trouble. 

"I've sure seen some good horses and made friends all over the country," he added. 
"It ain't the years, it's the miles, and I've traveled a few," Wells concluded. 

Bernard Wells, Manhattan, has spent most of 
his adult years working with horses, owners and 
the 4-H horse program. Now retired and out of 
horses personally, he has lots of fond memories of 
horse activities and is still frequently called upon 
for advice on anything to do with horses and to 
assist with specific events. 


