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Questions Arise After Runaway Horse Captured 
Following Five-Year Chase South Of Lawrence 

He got loose, or he was 
turned loose. 

Whatever the case, who, 
ever owned him didn't care 
enough to pursue him. 

Although no details were 
' available as of last week on 

the origin, ownership or real 
story behind a stallion that 
was said to have been run
ning wild in Oouglas County 
for "about five years," the 
horse was captured. 

While this is a Lawrence 
front page story today, it 
could become a frequent oc
currence if there is uo way of 
dispersing horses when an 
owner is unable to care for 
them, they are unmanage
able, ·or nobody wants them, 
period. 

It's been said that average 
and lower end horse supplies 
are at record levels, and 
value is rock bottom, some
times near zero, according to 
public reports. "There's no 
way to get rid of my horse, 
and I cannot keep him" is ap
parently becoming a more 
commonplace complaint. 

The Douglas County 
story may or may not fit that 

we received many calls from 
people who had · seen him 
along county roads." 

South of LaWrence and 
north of Baldwin City, the 
area is actoally quite rural, 
with considerable timber and 
unfenced or poorly fenced 
land. 

"The horse posed a safety 
problem, not only to himself 
but also to motorists," 
Wempe emphasized. "Add
ing to the problem was that 
he roamed much of the time 
at night, which increased the 
danger.11 

Finally, on� phone call to 
the. sheriff's .office, stating 

location of the stallion, 
prompted the roundup be
fore the horse, a person or 
both were injured. 

· "With assistance from 
one of our sheriffs deputies, 
fill Smith, her brother Jeff 
and dad Bennie Smith, and 
other horseback riders, quest 
of the horse was started. 
That's when the work really 
began. 

"He is a smart horse, and 
he knew his territory quite 
well. There are many paths 
he'd been using through the 
timber, and that horse knew 
right where the holes were in 
the fences," Wempe detailed. 

criteria, but ii is a situation 
worthy of consideration. 

According to Lt. Karl 
Wempe at the Douglas 
County Sheriffs Office in 
Lawrence, "A wild horse had 
been running loose east of 
Vinland, for maybe as long 
as five years. He had been 
sighted more frequently in 
the past eight months, and 

"Of course, our riders coq]d 
only follow him when he 
was in their sight." 

Radios were used by the 
riders to stay in contact 
about where the horse was 
going, but he evaded them 
for many hours. "We started 
at noon, and Jeff Smith esti
mated we chased the horse 
for about 40 miles, before he 
became tired and slowed 
down. 

"Jeff was finally able to 
rope the horse, and then a 
second cowboy got lmother 
rope on him, so he could be 

· loaded into a trailer about 7 
o'clock that night," Wempe 
continued. 

"I wouJd say he's been 
handled at an earlier age, be
cause he didn't put up a fight 
like some horses I've seen," 
indicated Sherry Davison, 
who operates the Phoenix 
Rising Horse Rescue unit at 
Overbrook, where the horse 
was taken. 

The horse is a red roan 
Appaloosa-looking stallion, 

estimated. by Davison to be 
about I 0 ye:ars of age. 

"We have no idea who 
owned the horse or where he 
came from," Wempe said. 
"We're just happy no one 
was hnrt; not the horse, the 
riders nor our deputies." 

Davison is of the opinion 
that the horse got loose, and 
when initial attempts to cap
ture the runaway were un
successful, the owner just 
quit trying. She does not 
think that the horse was in
tentionally· turned loose or 
abandoned. 

"The horse was fine when 
we got him into a pen, even 
though he was a bit lame 
from all of the running he'd 

done) n Davison commented. 
"He's calmed down consid
erably. He approaches me, 
lets me pet and halter him. I 
think he'll work out fine." 

Other horses have been 
rescued by Davison, who has 
experience rehabilitating 

· abused horses at her incorro
rated, non-profit operation. 
A certified equine massage 
therapist, she also does natu
ral horsemanship training for 
people working with horses. 

''We welcome people to 
contact us for information on 
what we are doing and to as
sist us." indicafed Davison, 
who operates the facility with 
adoption fees and donations. 

Continued 



for about fiv� · 

10··ye.ar-,illd'Ap>paloosa-iocikintg stalliop was re" 
cently safely captured and is now at the 
Phoenix Rising Horse Rescue unit near Oilerbrook. 
Sherry Davison is caring for and working to tame the 
horse, while attempts are being made to locate his. 
owner. 

Authorities are hoping to find a home for him," Davi
find the horse's owner. A son assured. 
DNA sample to the Ap- Additional information is 
paloosa registry· might yield available from the Douglas 
information to pedigree and C<Junty Sheriffs office at 
background on the horse, bnt 785-841-0007. 
nobody indicated they would· · Although this wild horse 
pursue that endeavor. is now safely in captivity, it 

"If we can't find an brings up the question of 
owner, I will continue to how often something like. 
work with him and try to this might happen. 



Questions Arise After Runaway Horse Captured 
Following Five-Year Chase South Of Lawrence 

He got loose, or he was turned loose. 
Whatever the case, whoever owned him didn't care enough to pursue him. 
Although no details were available as of last week on the origin, ownership or real story behind a stallion 

that was said to have been running wild in Douglas County for "about five years," the horse was captured. 
While this is a Lawrence front page story today, it could become a frequent occurrence if there is no way of 

dispersing horses when an owner is unable to care for them, they are unmanageable, or nobody wants them, 
period. 

It's been said that average and lower end horse supplies are at record levels, and value is rock bottom, 
sometimes near zero, according to public reports. "There's no way to get rid of my horse, and I cannot keep 
him" is apparently becoming a more commonplace complaint. 

The Douglas County story may. or may not fit that criteria, but it is a situation worthy of consideration. 
According to Lt. Kari Wempe at the Douglas County Sheriff's Office in Lawrence, "A wild horse had been 

running loose east of Vinland, for maybe as long as five years. He had been sighted more frequently in the 
past eight months, and we received many calls from people who had seen him along county roads." 

South of Lawrence and north of Baldwin City, the area is actually quite rural, with considerable timber and 
unfenced or poorly fenced land. 

"The horse posed a safety problem, not only to himself but also to motorists," Wempe emphasized. "Adding 
to the problem was that he roamed much of the time at night, which increased the danger." 

Finally, one phone call to the sheriff's office, stating location of the stallion, prompted the roundup before the 
horse, a person or both were injured. 

"With assistance from one of our sheriff's deputies, Jill Smith, her brother Jeff and dad Bennie Smith, and 
other horseback riders, quest of the horse was started. That's when the work really began. 

"He is a smart horse, and he knew his territory quite well. There are many paths he'd been using through 
the timber, and that horse knew right where the holes were in the fences," Wempe detailed. "Of course, our 
riders could only follow him when he was in their sight." 

Radios were used by the riders to stay in contact about where the horse was going, but he evaded them for 
many hours. "We started at noon, and Jeff Smith estimated we chased the horse for about 40 miles, before he 
became tired and slowed down. 

· 

"Jeff was finally able to rope the horse, and then a second cowboy got another rope on him, so he could be 
loaded into a trailer about 7 o'clock that night," Wempe continued. 

"I would say he's been handled at an earlier age, because he didn't put up a fight like some horses I've 
seen," indicated Sherry Davison, who operates the Phoenix Rising Horse Rescue unit at Overbrook, where the 
horse was taken. 

The horse is a red roan Appaloosa-looking stallion, estimated by Davison to be about 10 years of age. 
"We have no idea who owned the horse or where he came from," Wempe said. "We're just happy no one 

was hurt; not the horse, the riders nor our deputies." 
Davison is of the opinion that the horse got loose, and when initial attempts to capture the runaway were 

unsuccessful, the owner just quit trying. She does not think that the horse was intentionally turned loose or 
abandoned. 

"The horse was fine when we got him into a pen, even though he was a bit lame from all of the running he'd 
done," Davison commented. "He's calmed down considerably. He approaches me, lets me pet and halter him. 
I think he'll work out fine." 

· 

Other horses have been rescued by Davison, who has experience rehabilitating abused horses at her incor
porated, non-profit operation. A certified equine massage therapist, she also does natural horsemanship train
ing for people working with horses. 

"We welcome people to contact us for information on what we are doing and to assist us," indicated Davi
son, who operates the facility with adoption fees and donations. 

Authorities are hoping to find the horse's owner. A DNA sample to the Appaloosa registry might yield infor-
mation to pedigree and background on the horse, but nobody indicated they would pursue that endeavor. 

"If we can't find an owner, I will continue to work with him and try to find a home for him," Davison assured. 
Additional information is available from the Douglas County Sheriff's office at 785-841-0007. 
Although this wild horse is now safely in captivity, it brings up the question of how often something like this 

might happen. 



After running wild in Douglas County for about 
five years, a 1 0-year-old Appaloosa-looking stal
lion was recently safely captured and is now 
housed at the Phoenix Rising Horse Rescue unit 
near Overbrook. Sherry Davison is caring for and 
working to tame the horse, while attempts are 
being made to locate his owner. 


