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Horse Woman Major Servant To 
Youth And rndustry In Kam�as . . 

Future of the Kansas 
· horse industry is optimistic 
. thanks m large part to guid

ance provided py JulieVoge. 
While her name may not 

be <ecogr\ized by all in the 
horse business, Voge is well 
known tO< m�ny for her vast 
leadership in youth horse ac
tivities. 

"I'm really flattered to be ' 
able to work with young : 
people in horse and livestock 
activities in the state of 
Kansas," acknowledged· 
Voge, state Extension live
stock youth coordinator and ' 
the Kansas State University 
Horse Judging Team coach. 

Highly visible at the state 
4-H horse show, judging 
contests and horsemanship 
clinics, Voge's served the 
state for the past decade. 

"I came to Manhattan 
during the summer of 1997 
to work on my master's de
gree at K-State in animal sci
ence," recalled Voge, who 
was ·still single at the time 

and known by hei maiden 
name, Wolf. 

. "I ;;tarted working with 
the uni�ersity horse judging 
team that fall, and our first 
contests were in the spring of 
1998," Voge added. 

A Henry County, Ill., na
tive, Voge has a lifetime of 
experiences with horses, 

competing in both horse 
shows and judging competi
tions as a youth. 

"I was on my dad's horse 
judging team at Black Hawk 
College, Kewanee, Ill., and 
then I transferred to Okla
homa State where I was also 
on the horse team," Voge re
lated. 

With dual degrees in ani
mal sciellCe and agricultural 
education, Voge jumped at 
the opportunity to -come to 
K -State to further her equine 
stndies and follow in her dad 
Jon Wolf's footsteps as a 
teacher and ·horse judging 
team coach. 

In family tradition, Voge's 
sister Jamie also came to K' 
State and was on the horse 
judging team. "It was neat 
that we had both judged 
horses under our dad, and 
then Jamie was on the first 
KSU team that I coached," 
Voge said. 

While at KSU, Jamie 
Wolf met her futnre husband 
Ryan Peters, and the couple 

·now farms near Hillsboro. 
Voge's record as the horse 

judging team coach has been 
most impressive. "We usu�-

Julie Voge is well. known throughout Kansas and the 
country as the state Extension youth livestock coordi
nator and the Kansas State University Horse Judging 
Team coach. Her teams have compiled a winning 
record, and she is in demand to judge many shows. 



ly compete in about eight 
contests a year," she noted. 
"I've really had a lot of good 
students." 

With numerous wins in 
these events, Voge is proud
est of winning the American 
QuarteJ .Horse Association 
world show contest once and 
being reserve twice as well 
as winning the American 
Quarter Horse Congress 
competition two times. 

"I consider those contests 
the. toughest and the most 
prestigious ones we enter," 
she.<lommented. 

Completing her master's 
degree studies in 2000, Voge 
added the Extension youth 
coordinator position to her 
duties. It was soon after she 
met her future husband, 
Justin Voge, a Minnesota na
tive who hail been a graduate 
student at Oklahoma State. 

"He came to K-State in 
2002 after we got married to 
further his work in graduate 
studies," Voge remembered. 
"We both had a background 
and interests with horses." 

Her husband is now a 
senior in veterinary medicine 
at K-State and is set to grad
uate next year. Their son, 
Colton, was born in 2004. 

A judge's card with the . 
American Quarter Horse As
sociation was obtained by 
Voge in 2003, and she has 
been in demand to judge 
shows throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

"I amthrilled to be aBle to 
judge these shows. It's defi
nitely a highlight of my life," 
Voge insisted. 

With 10 to 15 shows 
judged annually, several of 

placed in training with top 
performance horse trainers. 
"We show the horses our
selves and then usually sell 
them : after they've had 
sGme .. -. su_e:eess,." Vo.ge ex
plained. 

"Sometimes, Justin and I 
will both ride the same 
horse, and We have had our 
own individual horses. It just 
depends," she continued. 

Admitting that the aver
age to low quality horse mar
ket is depressed at this time, 
Voge contended .that the 
higher echelon market has 
remained high. 

"There are not as many of 
these top end horses, and a 
horse that will win can still 
be sold for a large amount," 
emphasized Voge, insisting 

that these horses can bring 
six figures. 

· 

In addition to her Exten
_sion and coaching duties, 
Voge teaches horse evalua
tion and eqnine event plan
ning classes at K-State. "I re
ally enjoy teaching," verified 
Voge, who also taught the 
training classes for several 
years. 

Discouraging news to the 
Kansas horse industry and 
young people in the state, 
Voge has indicated that she 
and her family will more 
than likely relocate to anoth
er state when her husband 
completes his doctorate in 
veterinary medicine. 

11He wants to get a repro
duction position with a 
major horse veterinary clin-

them lasting for several days, 
Voge has officiated events in 
25 states. She's also accredit
ed with the National Snaffle 
Bit Association, judging a 
number of futurities. 

Sought for overseas judg
. ing and asked to obtain judg
ing cards for other horse 
groups, Voge finds hei'Self 
too busy to take on additioli" 
al assignments. "At 'this 
time, I really don't have 
enough free weekends . for 
any more. shows with my 
job, my family and our hors
es," she analyzed. 

The Voge family raises a 

couple show horse prospects 
each year. "We have some 
proven mares and try to 
breed them to the best stal
lions," Voge stated. 

Their young horses are 

ic, and we would eventually 
like to buy into a practice," 
Voge informed. 

"Texas and Florida are the 
leading horse states for west
ern pleasure horses and thus 
the majority of the top end 
stallions stand there for 
breeding. Justin would like 
to relocate to Texas if some
thing opens up," she assert
ed. 

Initial plans for Voge 
upon the move-- are to nbe a 
fulltime mom t{) Colton." 
However, with her vast expe
rience and service with hors
es and education, Julie 
Voge's options and opportu
nities would seemingly be 
unending. 

Justin and Julie Voge and their son Colton; pictured 
left, are with their pleasure horse winner at the 2005 
Kansas Quarter Horse Breeders Futurity. 

· 



Horse Woman Major Servant To Youth And Industry In Kansas 

Future of the Kansas horse industry is optimistic thanks in large part to guidance provided by Julie Voge. 
While her name may not be recognized by all in the horse business, Voge is well known to many for her vast 

leadership in youth horse activities. 
"I'm really flattered to be able to work with young people in horse and livestock activities in the state of 

Kansas," acknowledged Voge, state Extension livestock youth coordinator and the Kansas State University 
Horse Judging Team coach. 

Highly visible at the state 4-H horse show, judging contests and horsemanship clinics, Voge's served the 
state for the past decade. 

"I came to Manhattan during the summer of 1997 to work on my master's degree at K-State in animal sci
ence," recalled Voge, who was still single at the time and known by her maiden name, Wolf. 

"I started working with the university horse judging team that fall, and our first contests were in the spring of 
1998," Voge added. 

A Henry County, Ill., native, Voge has a lifetime of experiences with horses, competing in both horse shows 
and judging competitions as a youth. 

"I was on my dad's horse judging team at Black Hawk College, Kewanee, Ill., and then I transferred to Okla
homa State where I was also on the horse team," Voge related. 

With dual degrees in animal science and agricultural education, Voge jumped at the opportunity to come to 
K-State to further her equine studies and follow in her dad Jon Wolf's footsteps as a teacher and horse judg
ing team coach. 

In family tradition, Voge's sister Jamie also came to K-State and was on the horse judging team. "It was neat 
that we had both judged horses under our dad, and then Jamie was on the first KSU team that I coached," 
Voge said. 

While at KSU, Jamie Wolf met her future husband Ryan Peters, and the couple now farms near Hillsboro. 
Voge's record as the horse judging team coach has been most impressive. "We usually compete in about 

eight contests a year," she noted. "I've really had a lot of good students." 
With numerous wins in these events, Voge is proudest of winning the American Quarter Horse Association 

world show contest once and being reserve twice as well as winning the American Quarter Horse Congress 
competition two times. 

"I consider those contests the toughest and the most prestigious ones we enter," she commented. 
Completing her master's degree studies in 2000, Voge added the Extension youth coordinator position to 

her duties. It was soon after she met her future husband, Justin Voge, a Minnesota native who had been a 
graduate student at Oklahoma State. 

"He came to K-Statetl 2002 after we got married to further his work in graduate studies," Voge remem
bered. "We both had a background and interests with horses." 

Her husband is now a senior in veterinary medicine at K-State and is set to graduate next year. Their son, 
Colton, was born in 2004. 

A judge's card with the American Quarter Horse Association was obtained by Voge in 2003, and she has 
been in demand to judge shows throughout the United States and Canada. 

"I am thrilled to be able to judge these shows. It's definitely a highlight of my life," Voge insisted. 
With 10 to 15 shows judged annually, several of them lasting for several days, Voge has officiated events 

in 25 states. She's also accredited with the National Snaffle Bit Association, judging a number of futurities. 
Sought for overseas judging and asked to obtain judging cards for other horse groups, Voge finds herself 

too busy to take on additional assignments. "At this time, I really don't have enough free weekends for any 
more shows with my job, my family and our horses," she analyzed. 

The Voge family raises a couple show horse prospects each year. "We have some proven mares and try to 
breed them to the best stallions," Voge stated. 

Their young horses are placed in training with top performance horse trainers. "We show the horses our
selves and then usually sell them after they've had some success," Voge explained. 

"Sometimes, Justin and I will both ride the same horse, and we have had our own individual horses. It just 
depends," she continued. 

Admitting that the average to low quality horse market is depressed at this time, Voge contended that the 
higher echelon market has remained high. 

"There are not as many of these top end horses, and a horse that will win can still be sold for a large 
amount," emphasized Voge, insisting that these horses can bring six figures. 

In addition to her Extension and coaching duties, Voge teaches horse evaluation and equine event planning 
classes at K-State. "I really enjoy teaching," verified Voge, who also taught the training classes for several 
years. 



Discouraging news to the Kansas horse industry and young people in the state, Voge has indicated that she 
and her family will more than likely relocate to another state when her husband completes his doctorate in vet
erinary medicine. 

"He wants to get a reproduction position with a major horse veterinary clinic, and we would eventually like 
to buy into a practice," Voge informed. 

"Texas and Florida are the leading horse states for western pleasure horses and thus the majority of the top 
end stallions stand there for breeding. Justin would like to relocate to Texas if something opens up," she 
asserted. 

Initial plans for Voge upon the move are to "be a fulltime mom to Colton." However, with her vast experience 
and service with horses and education, Julie Voge's options and opportunities would seemingly be unending. 

Julie Voge is well known throughout Kansas 
and the country as the state Extension youth live
stock coordinator and the Kansas State Universi
ty Horse Judging Team coach. Her teams have 
compiled a winning record, and she is in demand 
to judge many horse shows. 

Left, Justin and Julie Vogue and their son 
Colton are with their pleasure horse winner at the 
2005 Kansas Quarter Horse Breeders Futurity. 

Justin and Julie Voge and their son Colton in a 
family portrait a couple years ago. The Voges 
raise show horses and exhibit at a number of 
competitions annually. 


