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Hey Neighbor 

~~, for The love Of Horses 
f3J;l <rran-1< J. f3uc~man 

·Many Horsemen Overbuild Ba(ns 
Are fancy barns really a 

nice gift owners give their 
horses? 

Most horses do not have 
barns, and they get along 
fine. Realistically, the two 

main reasons to have a 
horse barn are owner con
venience qnd to provide a 
less severe environment 
than the horse will experi
ence outdoors. 

Porta.ble; three-sided Sheds often provide adequate 
shelter for horses and can be moved easily to clean the 
area with a tractor and blade. · 

"However, the presence 
of dust, humidity and. nox
i'ous gases such as am~ 
mania may make the barn 
an inhospitable place to 
be," pointed out Dr. Bob 
Wright, veterinarian for the 
Ontario Ministry of Agricul
ture, Food and Rural Af-
fairs. , 

When one decides a barn 
is ne.eded'for a horse, there 
are about as many options 
to consider as selecting the 
horse itself. · · 

"Owners should not con
fuse the horse's basic needs 
with their own personal 

comfort," Wright said. "Most 
horse owners overbuild; 
they tend to construct mon
uments to themselves." 

Given the choice, horses 
actually spend- limited time 
inside a barn. "Consequent
ly, one can provide pretty 
cheap housing and also 
have a happier, healthier 
horse,'' Wright contended . 

. A windbreak may be all 
that is neede<;l. "The pur-' 
pose is to slow the wind 
speed and reduce the 
wind chill," Wright stressed. 
"The key is to have pro
tection from all direc
tions." 

In climates with limited · 
rainfall, large hay bales 
stacked two or three high, 
solid board fences or cedar 
trees make effective wind
breaks, Wright recognized. 

Shade trees and open
sided ovei-head roofs work 
well for summer. relief of 
the sun and flies. "In areas 
where there are a lot of 
.flies, horses will seek shel
ter more in the summer 

than the winter," Wright 
noted. 

A three-sided, 10-feet-by-
20-feet portable, pipe
framed, steel-covered shed 
on skids can provide. ade
quate shelter for one, two or 
three horses. 

"These inexpensive 
structures are easily moved 
for clearing manure with a 
tractor and loader. They're 
also convenient if the owner 
decides to change layout Of 
the horse operation," Wright 
admitted. 

The buildings can be 
placed facing each other to 
create mini-barns. 

Old barns can effectively 
be renovated for housing 
horses, but it can still be 
cost_ly. These structures are 

often poorly ventilated with 
low ceilings. There is also 
increased danger of fire 
when hay is stored above 
the stalls, according to 
Wright. 

"Some communities re
quire a steel or metal ceil
ing as a fire barrier be
tween hay storage and 
horses. Check with your 
local municipality before 
building or remodeling," 
Wright urged. 

Single-story barns are 
usually easier and cheaper 
to build and maintain, -th~ 
specialist advised. Con
struction firms have many 
options in design, and struc
tures have a wide range of 
cost. 

Blueprints. for a variety 



Old barns can be converted into modern-day facilities. What was once a general farm barn with three work horse tie stalls, six cow-milking stanchions, two grain bins and a loafing shed now has eight box stalls, with the hayloft storing enough hay bales to feed the horses. for one year. Stall gates work well with Dutch doors. 
of barns are available from 
university Extension Ser~ 
vices and government agri
cultm:e agencies. Buildings 
can be put up more econom
ically if some or most of the 
labor is done by the owner 
or in conjunction with a 
contractor. 

SteeJ-framed and steel
sided structures are typical
ly longer lived than wooden 
facilities, but they are also 
more expensive, with 
steadily increasing metal 
costs, it was pointed out. 

"Lining steel-sided 
buildings· with heavy 
boards, at least four feet 
high, is essential to prevent 
horses from kicking through 
the metal and injuring 
themselves seriously," 

system will make stall 
cleaning easier and in the 
long run decrease the cost
of manure removal/' Wright 
emphasized. 

A dump station with an 
auger or conveyor to move 
manure outside can work 
well. "Another option is to 
design the barn so stall 
gates and partitions can ·be 

moved out of the way, for a 
tractor to come through an 
end door to clean out a line 
of stalls all at once," Wright 
explained. 

While 10-by-10-feet stalls 
are usually adequate, 
Wright recommended that 
stalls be 10 by 12 feet. "The 
horses will more likely find 
a corner to defecate and 

· Many luxurious stall 
barns are still very labor-in
tensive, requiring consider~ 
able work to clean. "There 
is always a shortage of man
ual labor. A mechanization 

keep the stall cleaner. It's 
hardly worthwhile to go any 
bigger," he related. 

"Preferably stalls would 
be made from chew-proof 
materiaL Steel can be used, 
but it is not very forgiving 
when kicked. Hardwood 
such as oak is a common 
stall material, but metal 
should cover all wooden 
edges," Wright detailed. 

"Stalls need to be airy, 
with lots ofbars, yet safe so 
horses do not get their hoofs 
caught when they paw," 
Wright suggested. 

While being originally 
constructed f9r horses •. 
barns may not always be 
used or wanted for that pur
pose. "It's essential to build 
a facility that can be con
verted to other uses, if a 
person decides to get out of 
tlie ·horse business or if 
ownership of the structure 
changes," Wright advised. 
"Stalls and partitions 
should be designed so that 
they can be removed. 

"This is good planning, 
because not everybody 
wants a horse barn, but a 
well-constructed outbuild
ing is an asset to a proper
ty," he acknowledged. 

When planning a horse 
barn, Wright recommended: 

* Facility mus~ be_ c·an-
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venient so horses can be 
moved easily from one loca
tion to the next. 

* Gateways need to be 
wide enough to allow for the 
passage of tractors, wagons 
and equipment. 

* Heated water bowls 
provide a ready access to 
ice-free water year around. 

• Hay feeder should be 
placed at a convenient loca
tion where hay can be 
thrown over a fence or 
dropped in with a loader 
without being bogged down 
in rn,ud or snow. 

* Maximize the time a 
horse is outside interacting 
with mates. 

* Make provisions for 
alternate housing during 
inevitable ice an:il snow 
storms or continUous 
mud. 

"Whatever. choices horse 
owners make for housing 
their horses, it is essential 
that the comfort and well
being of the horses be kept 
in mind first. There are 
positives and negatives to 
all systems," Wright ·con
cluded. 



Many Horsemen Overbuild Barns 

Are fancy barns really a nice gift owners give their horses? 
Most horses do not have barns, and they get along fine. Realistically, the two main reasons to have a horse 

barn are owner convenience and to provide a less severe environment than the horse will experience outdoors. 
"However, the presence of dust, humidity and noxious gases such as ammonia may make the barn an 

inhospitable place to be," pointed out Dr. Bob Wright, veterinarian for the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs. 

When one decides a barn is needed for a horse, there are about as many options to consider as selecting 
the horse itself. 

"Owners should not confuse the horse's basic needs with their own personal comfort," Wright said. "Most 
horse owners overbuild; they tend to construct monuments to themselves." 

Given the choice, horses actually spend limited time inside a barn. "Consequently, one can provide pretty 
cheap housing and also have a happier, healthier horse," Wright contended. 

A windbreak may be all that is needed. "The purpose is to slow the wind speed and reduce the wind chill," 
Wright stressed. "The key is to have protection from all directions." 

In climates with limited rainfall, large hay bales stacked two or three high, solid board fences or cedar trees 
make effective windbreaks, Wright recognized. 

Shade trees and open-sided overhead roofs work well for summer relief of the sun and flies. "In areas where 
there are a lot of flies, horses will seek shelter more in the summer than the winter," Wright noted. 

A three-sided, 1 0-feet-by-20-feet portable, pipe-framed, steel-covered shed on skids can provide adequate 
shelter for one, two or three horses. 

"These inexpensive structures are easily moved for clearing manure with a tractor and loader. They're also 
convenient if the owner decides to change layout of the horse operation," Wright admitted. 

The buildings can be placed facing each other to create mini-barns. 
Old barns can effectively be renovated for housing horses, but it can still be costly. These structures are 

often poorly ventilated with low ceilings. There is also increased danger of fire when hay is stored above the 
stalls, according to Wright. 

"Some communities require a steel or metal ceiling as a fire barrier between hay storage and horses. Check 
with your local municipality before building or remodeling," Wright urged. 

Single-story barns are usually easier and cheaper to build and maintain, the specialist advised. Construc
tion firms have many options in design, and structures have a wide range of cost. 

Blueprints for a variety of barns are available from university Extension Services and government agricul
ture agencies. Buildings can be put up more economically if some or most of the labor is done by the owner 
or in conjunction with a contractor. 

Steel-framed and steel-sided structures are typically longer lived than wooden facilities, but they are also 
more expensive, with steadily increasing metal costs, it was pointed out. 

"Lining steel-sided buildings with heavy boards, at least four feet high, is essential to prevent horses from 
kicking through the metal and injuring themselves seriously," Wright warned. 

Many luxurious stall barns are still very labor-intensive, requiring considerable work to clean. "There is 
always a shortage of manual labor. A mechanization system will make stall cleaning easier and in the long run 
decrease the cost of manure removal," Wright emphasized. 

A dump station with an auger or conveyor to move manure outside can work well. "Another option is to 
design the barn so stall gates and partitions can be moved out of the way, for a tractor to come through an end 
door to clean out a line of stalls all at once," Wright explained. 

While 10-by-10-feet stalls are usually adequate, Wright recommended that stalls be 10 by 12 feet. "The 
horses will more likely find a corner to defecate and keep the stall cleaner. It's hardly worthwhile to go any big
ger," he related. 

"Preferably stalls would be made from chew-proof material. Steel can be used, but it is not very forgiving 
when kicked. Hardwood such as oak is a common stall material, but metal should cover all wooden edges," 
Wright detailed. 

"Stalls need to be airy, with lots of bars, yet safe so horses do not get their hoofs caught when they paw," 
Wright suggested. 

While being originally constructed for horses, barns may not always be used or wanted for that purpose. "It's 
essential to build a facility that can be converted to other uses, if a person decides to get out of the horse busi
ness or if ownership of the structure changes," Wright advised. "Stalls and partitions should be designed so 
that they can be removed. 

"This is good planning, because not everybody wants a horse barn, but a well-constructed outbuilding is an 
asset to a property," he acknowledged. 

When planning a horse barn, Wright recommended: 
*Facility must be convenient so horses can be moved easily from one location to the next. 



*Gateways need to be wide enough to allow for the passage of tractors, wagons and equipment. 
*Heated water bowls provide a ready access to ice-free water year around. 
*Hay feeder should be placed at a convenient location where hay can be thrown over a fence or dropped in 

with a loader without being bogged down in mud or snow. 
*Maximize the time a horse is outside interacting with mates. 
*Make provisions for alternate housing during inevitable ice and snow storms or continuous mud. 
"Whatever choices horse owners make for housing their horses, it is essential that the comfort and well-

being of the horses be kept in mind first. There are positives and negatives to all systems," Wright concluded. 

Old barns can be converted into modern-day 
facilities. What was once a general farm barn with 
three work horse tie stalls, six cow-milking stan
chions, two grain bins and a calf-loafing shed now 
has eight box stalls for horses, with the hayloft 
storing enough hay bales to feed the horses for 
one year. Stall gates work well with Dutch doors. 

Portable, three-sided sheds often provide ade
quate shelter for horses and can be moved easi
ly to clean the area with a tractor and blade. 


