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Tradition Continues Through Generations 
Rumford Name Synonymous With Rodeo 
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dad Floyd Rumford.Tl'., then grandfather, Floyd Rumford until I was seven. I was 
an up-and-comlni . rodeo Sr., rode horseback and 
contestant in .the 1940s;: was h�elped with livestock for 
injured. in a tractor accident many years. Counting him, 
and produced his first rodeo there hitve been five genera-

billed as the 'World's 
Youngest Bronc Rider,"' 
Bronc recalls. 

"Then Tommy started rid
ing Sonny in the bronc rid� 
ing, but he never took to it. 
and enjoyed it like Bronc 
did," Lola relates. 

The boys had other spe· 
cialty acts, including one 
with the horse Old Preacher, 
who would stand while 
Bronc did a headstand on a 
ladder atop the horse's 
back, and Tommy would run 
underneath the horse. "I te
ally liked that act tbe best of 
all," Lola comments. They· 
also had a number of other 
trained a·nim31s, includfng 
several Brahman bulls 
broke to ride. 

Rumford Rodeo stock 
has been in demand 
throughout the country. 
"We'd· sometimes have over 
30 Todeos with as many as 85 
performances as far away as 
Philadelphia, Wisconsin 
and Tennessee,.,_· calculates 
Lola; who was secretary and 
timer for ·nearly an of the 
rodeos.. 

"We've 'contracted liVe
stock fEll: ·rodeos at Longford · 
and Kansas City as well as 
the .college rodeo at .Hays, 
each for over 50 years," she 
says. 

Their hometown Ab· 
byvil!e Frontier Days Rodeo 
is this weekend, May 18-19. 
"This will be our 45th annu-
·---.-

Bronc, Lola and Tommy Rumford continue the nearly 
60-year operation of the Rumford Rodeo Company at 
Abbyville. 

· 
ai rodeo. Pinky Busick actti' 
ally got the rodeo started 
with Floyd's help, and now 

it's a community affair," Lola 
explains. Bu�sick was a 
rodeo Clown and niay also_ 



Kate and Lola Rumford are outside the corral of buck
ing horse mares and their baby foals at the Rumford 
Rodeo Ranch near Abbyville. 

be remembered as a direc
tor of the, Manhattan Recre
ation Commission. 

"This rodeo is really a 
success story when a town of 

100 people can get together 
and put on a rod<>o that 
draws a crowd of over 6,000 
spectators," Bronc empha
sizes. 

"The rodeo has always 
sponsored scholarships 
from profits, but this year 
we'll have a Tough Enough 
To Wear Pink Night, to ben
efit cancer research and 
awareness,'' Lola relates. 

A rodeo parade, emceed 
by Lola, traditionally lasts 
over an hour and a half. "It's 
one of the longest parades 
around/' she assures. 

Bronc and Tommy have 
helped at nearly every Rum
ford Rodeo performance 
and were both competing at 
a young age: They went on to 
collect awards in college, 
amateur and professional 

. rodeos. 
While Rumford Rodeos 

were amateur affairs for 
many years, the family be
came a Professional Rodeo 
Cowboy's Association ap
proved contractor in 1983, 
with their first pro show the 
next year. "Floyd was hesi
tant about going profession
al, but the boys and I con
vinced him that we should. I 

wanted him to have the 
glory and prestige of the 
PRCA. It was the best thing 
we ever did," Lola defends. 

Other changes in the 
rodeo way of life have been 
seen by the Rumfords. "It 
used to be more of a season
al business," Bronc figures. 
"We'd start late in the 

. spring, go hard all summer 
and end early in the falL 
There'd be times we'd have 
a rodeo almost every day." 

Now it's a .year-round 
profession. ''We don't have 
as many complete rodeos 
ourselves, but we are pro
viding livestock or working 
at rodeos just about all of 
the time. We might have a 
week or two off now and 
then, but there's something 
goiug on most of the time," 
he calculates. 

This includes high 
school, college, professional 
and ranch rodeos an<! wild 
west shows they contract 
and/or produce, plus Rum
ford Rodeo subcontracts 

Grass & 

livestock to other producers 
for major rodeos throughout 
the country. "It's just not 
possible for one contractor 
to have enough quality live
stock at a big -rodeo, so aU of 
the contestants can have an 
equal chance in the draw," 

2007• u· 
The brothers serve as 

pickup men, arena direc
tors, chute bosses and other 
duties for a number of other 
contractors and rodeo com
mittees each year. "Bronc 
was the 'arena director at 

Bronc confirms. Continued on page 12 
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is an outstanding PRCA calf 
roper, having competed at 
the National Finals for sev
eral years. "Their sons, 
Jaden and Jace, make the 
fifth generation involved in 
Rumford Rodeo,'·' proud 
great-grandma Lola smiles. 

"Jerome and Haley are 
also raising bucking bulls 
on their ranch at Ponca City, 
Okla.," Bronc indicates. 

Justin Rumford is follow
ing his dad Bronc's boot
steps in rodeo competition. 
While the senior Rumford 
competed in all seven major 
rodeo events at one time or 
another, Justin has special� 

. ized in steer wrestling, after 
several Years of also riding 
saddl-e broncs. "Dad went to 
the Prairie Circuit Finals (of 
the PRCA) 16 times. My goal 
is to beat that," Justin 
vouches. 

Several years ago, Floyd,and Lola Rumford of Rumford 
Rodeo Company at Abbyville posed parade and':'grand 
entry ready with a portion of their family mounted be
hind them. The family rodeo firm has been in business 
nearly 60 years. 

Tommy's wife, ,Connie, 
and their .four children, 
Tamara, Jus tin, Kacie and 
Travis1 all assist with Rum� 
ford Rodeo pr�ductions. 
When not working a rodeo 
Tommy spends many ho-urs 
on the road commercially 
hauling livestock with the 
rodeo semi truck rig. 

Lola and her sons and 
their families all live within 
a short distance of each 
other on their Reno County 
tanches. Over 175 horses, 
and dozens of cattle of vari
ous types, ar<> iri Rumford 

Continued from page 11 

the National Finals Rodeo 
in Las Vegas for several 
years, and Tommy has 
worked at the NFR timed 
event chute for almost 20 
years," Lola-reports. 

Bron-c's wife Kate, a for
mer Miss Rodeo Canada, is 
secretary: and timer for 
Rumford Rodeos and otper 
rodeos throughout the coun
try. She's been secretary for 
all of the Kansas High 
School Rodeo competitions 
for the past five years. "Our 
son Tyrell competes in high 

works rodeos from coast to 
coast and also conducts 
rodeo secretarial . schools 
for the PRCA," Lola states. 

Haley's husband, Jerome, 

school rodeo·s· in steer 
wrestling and roping, so I'm 
going to the rodeos anyway," 
Kate confirrils. 

Haley Schneeberger, 
Bronc's daughter} is one of 
the top rodeo secretaries in 
the United States. "She 

Rodeo Ranch pastures and 
pens. 

"We usually keep abeut 
150 head of bucking horses," 
Bronc counts. "Many of 
these are ones we've raised. 
We have about 20 bucking 
horse foals a year." 

"It has been proven that 
·there is a high correlation 
between a mare's ability: to 
buck· and that of ber off' 
spring. All of our niares 
have been top bucking hors
es, and most of their colts 
will buck too," ·Kate clari
fies. Their stud, James Bond 
004, has a proven bucking 
record as well. 

Although, the Rumfords 
have had.many top bucking 
bulls, several which were 
home raised, they're now in 
a partnership with bucking 
bull producer Elmer Ander-

son of the Circle A Rauch 
Guthrie, Okla. "We raise the 
bucking horses, and Elmer 
and our daughter and son
in-law raise the bucking 
bulls. It works out best all of 
the way around," Bronc con
cedes. 

Rumfo"d livestock has 
qualified to buck at the Na
tional Fi:tials every year ex
cept one, sin-ee they joined 
the PRCA. 

Within the thousands of 
livestock owned by the 
Rumfords, naming the best 
bucking stock is impossible. 
Old Fred and Shellhamer 
came first to the lips of both 
L<>la .and Bronc when they 
were remembering bu-cking. 
horses. "Fred was a riding 
horse and a bucking horse 
too," professes Lola, as she 
shows a photograph of 

• , • . '  

Floyd riding the horse. 
Just because Floyd or 

Bronc could ride a horse 
doesn't mean just anybody 
else could. "Floyd rode a 
bucking horse at a rodeo 
when he was 73 years old," 
Lola says. 

" People ask me if I'm 
going to do that, and I say 
'No way." I got on a bucking 
horse at a rodeo four years 
ago, and I was sore for a 
month after that/' contends 
Bronc, who continues to 
compete occasionally in 
timed events. 

Spin Dippin' is a present
day Rumford bull who's 
qua!ii'ied for the National 
Finals. However, the bull 
Airplane is fond in Rumford 

. memories. Bronc has told 

Continued on page 13 



Rodeo is in the blood of the family of Rumford Rodeo Company at Abbyville. All fam· 
ily members are involved in the operation. Included are (I to r) Jerome and Haley 
Schneeberger, Tyrell Rumford, Lola Rumford, Justin Rumford, Justin Vogt, Jaden 
Schneeberger, Tommy and Connie Rumford, Kate and Bronc Rumford, (front) Jace 
Schneeberger, Kacie Vogt and Tamara Rumford. 

the story about the days 
when he was riding bucking 
bulls and would draw Air
plane. "I rode him <eight sec
onds all right, two seconds 
at Fredonia, two seconds at 
... , two seconds at ... ,_ two 
seconds at ... " 

Lola still times and 
serves as secretary at a few 
rodeos each year. "I try to do 
less and less. I've been 
there and done that," she de
clares. Walls of her home 
are filled with rodeo photo
graphs, awards and me_mo
rabi!ia. 

Floyd was also a poet and 

author, with his works in 
print, including the family's 
rodeo history in a book, 
whiCh has sold out several 
printings.· 

Thousands of rodeo con-
" testants and personnel 

credit Rumford Rodeo Com
pany for influence on their 
lives. "We've had lots of cow
boys ride in our rodeos and 
work for us over the years 
who have gone onto be high
ly successful participating 
in all phases bf rodeo," Lobi 
verifies. 

An every-other-week 
horse sale was m�naged by 

the Rumfords at South 
Hutchinson for nearly 50 
years. 

Draft teams of horses and 
mules have always been a 
working part of the ranch, 

and Br-onc ··continues to· 
£.·-bPeak se:veral teams annU:ai� 

ly for use in the operation a.s, 
well as in rodeo produ!'tlin1s 
and parades. 

Rumford Rodeo Compa
ny has sent rod�o livestock 
overseas to several coun� 

· tries including Helsinki, 
Finland and France. "Most 
recently, we did a wild west 
show in the Mideast country 
of Oman. We took 11 horses. 
They all had to be broke to 
buck,- ride and drive," Br�nc 
explains. 

"That was one of the most 
exciting experiences we've 
ever had," Kate remarks. 

Bronc -. has served as a 
stock contractor director of 
the PRCA and is a past pres
fd:ent of the Miss Rodeo 
America pageant, of which 
he continues as a dire.ctor. 

As might be expected, 
the Rumfords are called 
upon to break many horses 
to ride, and -Kate always has 
several barrel racing horses 
in training. 

The future of rodeo de
pends on the next genera� 
tion, Bronc and Lola concur. 
With the Rumford family as 
an example, it is in good 
hands. 



Tradition Continues Through Generations 
Rumford Name Synonymous With Rodeo 

Rodeo is in the Rumford blood. 
There's no way of getting around it, according to Bronc Rumford. 
In a chiding voice, Rumford insists: "Rodeo is an addiction. The most serious part of it is that there is no 

rehabilitation. 
"While I don't know of any studies to prove it, once a family is involved with rodeo, it carries over from gen

eration to generation. That sure is true with rodeo contractors. A number of rodeo families have been con
tracting for several generations," adds Rumford at the Abbyville ranch headquarters of Rumford Rodeo Com
pany. 

The business goes back nearly 60 years when his dad Floyd Rumford Jr., then an up-and-coming rodeo 
contestant in the 1940s, was injured in a tractor accident and produced his first rodeo from a hospital bed to 
help pay medical bills. 

"The following year, Floyd produced four more rodeos, and it grew from there," inserts Lola, who married 
Floyd in 1947. "I was just a farm girl, but I soon learned about rodeo." 

That started the rodeo blood flow. "I was born in 1951 and got on my first horse when I was four days old," 
Bronc notes. "I rode my first bucking horse when I was three." 

Brother Tommy, today a partner in the contracting business, soon came along and followed tradition. 
Now over five decades later, grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Floyd and Lola Rumford continue the 

lifeline. "My grandfather, Floyd Rumford Sr., rode horseback and helped with livestock for many years. Count
ing him, there have been five generations in rodeo," Bronc tallies. 

Active in the business to the very end, Floyd Rumford Jr. died in 1998, at age 77, from a rare blood disease. 
"He was a rare man," Bronc credits. 

No one who knew Floyd Rumford Jr. disputes that. "Rodeo was his life. He enjoyed it. He worked at it," 
Bronc points out. The Rumford name continues to be synonymous with rodeo. 

Appropriately one must return to Bronc's first rodeo bucking horse ride. "Dad had a big bay horse called 
Sonny who would kick high out of the chute, and I'd ride him at every rodeo we had from the time I was three 
until I was seven. I was billed as the 'World's Youngest Bronc Rider,"' Bronc recalls. 

"Then Tommy started riding Sonny in the bronc riding, but he never took to it and enjoyed it like Bronc did," 
Lola relates. 

The boys had other specialty acts, including one with the horse Old Preacher, who would stand while Bronc 
did a headstand on a ladder atop the horse's back, and Tommy would run underneath the horse. "I really liked 
that act the best of all," Lola comments. They also had a number of other trained animals, including several 
Brahman bulls broke to ride. 

Rumford Rodeo stock has been in demand throughout the country. "We'd sometimes have over 30 rodeos 
with as many as 85 performances as far away as Philadelphia, Wisconsin and Tennessee," calculates Lola, 
who was secretary and timer for nearly all of the rodeos. 

"We've contracted livestock for rodeos at Longford and Kansas City as well as the college rodeo at Hays, 
each for over 50 years," she says. 

Their hometown Abbyville Frontier Days Rodeo is this weekend, May 18-19. "This will be our 45th annual 
rodeo. Pinky Busick actually got the rodeo started with Floyd's help, and now it's a community affair," Lola 
explains. Busick was a rodeo clown and may also be remembered as a director of the Manhattan Recreation 
Commission. 

"This rodeo is really a success story when a town of 1 00 people can get together and put on a rodeo that 
draws a crowd of over 6,000 spectators," Bronc emphasizes. 

"The rodeo has always sponsored scholarships from profits, but this year we'll have a Tough Enough To 
Wear Pink Night, to benefit cancer research and awareness," Lola relates. 

A rodeo parade, emceed by Lola, traditionally lasts over an hour and a half. "It's one of the longest parades 
around," she assures. 

Bronc and Tommy have helped at nearly every Rumford Rodeo performance and were both competing at a 
young age. They went on to collect awards in college, amateur and professional rodeos. 

While Rumford Rodeos were amateur affairs for many years, the family became a Professional Rodeo Cow
boy's Association approved contractor in 1983, with their first pro show the next year. "Floyd was hesitant about 
going professional, but the boys and I convinced him that we should. I wanted him to have the glory and pres
tige of the PRCA. It was the best thing we ever did," Lola defends. 

Other changes in the rodeo way of life have been seen by the Rumfords. "It used to be more of a season
al business," Bronc figures. "We'd start late in the spring, go hard all summer and end early in the fall. There'd 
be times we'd have a rodeo almost every day." 



Now it's a year-round profession. "We don't have as many complete rodeos ourselves, but we are provid
ing livestock or working at rodeos just about all of the time. We might have a week or two off now and then, 
but there's something going on most of the time," he calculates. 

This includes high school, college, professional and ranch rodeos and wild west shows they contract and/or 
produce. Rumford Rodeo also subcontracts livestock to other producers for major rodeos as well as wild west 
shows, Exteme Bull events and Bulls and Broncs competitions. 

"It's just not possible for one contractor to have enough quality livestock at a big rodeo, so all of the con
testants can have an equal chance in the draw," Bronc confirms. 

The brothers serve as pickup men, arena directors, chute bosses and other duties for a number of other 
contractors and rodeo committees each year. "Bronc was the arena director at the National Finals Rodeo in 
Las Vegas for several years, and Tommy has worked at the NFR timed event chute for almost 20 years," Lola 
reports. 

Bronc's wife Kate, a former Miss Rodeo Canada, is secretary and timer for Rumford Rodeos and other 
rodeos throughout the country. She's been secretary for all of the Kansas High School Rodeo competitions for 
the past five years. "Our son Tyrell competes in high school rodeos in steer wrestling and roping, so I'm going 
to the rodeos anyway," Kate confirms. 

Haley Schneeberger, Bronc's daughter, is one of the top rodeo secretaries in the United States. "She works 
rodeos from coast to coast and also conducts rodeo secretarial schools for the PRCA," Lola states. 

Haley's husband, Jerome, is an outstanding PRCA calf roper, having competed at the National Finals for 
several years. "Their sons, Jaden and Jace, make the fifth generation involved in Rumford Rodeo," proud 
great-grandma Lola smiles. 

"Jerome and Haley are also raising bucking bulls on their ranch at Ponca City, Okla.," Bronc indicates. 
Justin Rumford is following his dad Bronc's bootsteps in rodeo competition. While the senior Rumford com

peted in all seven major rodeo events at one time or another, Justin has specialized in steer wrestling, after 
several years of also riding saddle broncs. "Dad went to the Prairie Circuit Finals (of the PRCA} 16 times. My 
goal is to beat that," Justin vouches. 

Tommy's wife, Connie, and their four children, Tamara, Justin, Kacie and Travis, all assist with Rumford 
Rodeo productions. When not working a rodeo Tommy spends many hours on the road commercially hauling 
livestock with the rodeo semi truck rig. 

Lola and her sons and their families all live within a short distance of each other on their Reno County ranch
es. Over 175 horses, and dozens of cattle of various types, are in Rumford Rodeo Ranch pastures and pens. 

"We usually keep about 150 head of bucking horses," Bronc counts. "Many of these are ones we've raised. 
We have about20 bucking horse foals a year." 

"It has been proven that there is a high correlation between a mare's ability to buck and that of her offspring. 
All of our mares have been top bucking horses, and most of their colts will buck too," Kate clarifies. Their stud, 
James Bond 004, has a proven bucking record as well. 

Although, the Rumfords have had many top bucking bulls, several which were home raised, they're now in 
a partnership with bucking bull producer Elmer Anderson of the Circle A Ranch at Guthrie, Okla. "We raise the 
bucking horses, and Elmer and our daughter and son-in-law raise the bucking bulls. It works out best all of the 
way around," Bronc concedes. 

Rumford livestock has qualified to buck at the National Finals every year except one, since they joined the 
PRCA. 

Within the thousands of livestock owned by the Rumfords, naming the best bucking stock is impossible. Old 
Fred and Shellhamer came first to the lips of both Lola and Bronc when they were remembering bucking hors
es. "Fred was a riding horse and a bucking horse too," professes Lola, as she shows a photograph of Floyd 
riding the horse. 

Just because Floyd or Bronc could ride a horse doesn't mean just anybody else could. "Floyd rode a buck
ing horse at a rodeo when he was 73 years old," Lola says. 

"People ask me if I'm going to do that, and I say 'No way." I got on a bucking horse at a rodeo four years 
ago, and I was sore for a month after that," contends Bronc, who continues to compete occasionally in timed 
events. 

Spin Dippin' is a present-day Rumford bull who's qualified for the National Finals. However, the bull Airplane 
is fond in Rumford memories. Bronc has told the story about the days when he was riding bucking bulls and 
would draw Airplane. "I rode him eight seconds all right, two seconds at Fredonia, two seconds at ... , two sec
onds at ... , two seconds at ... " 

Lola still times and serves as secretary at a few rodeos each year. "I try to do less and less. I've been there 
and done that," she declares. Walls of her home are filled with rodeo photographs, awards and memorabilia. 

Floyd was also a poet and author, with his works in print, including the family's rodeo history in a book, which 
has sold out several printings. 



Thousands of rodeo contestants and personnel credit Rumford Rodeo Company for influence on their lives. 
"We've had lots of cowboys ride in our rodeos and work for us over the years who have gone on to be highly 
successful participating in all phases of rodeo," Lola verifies. 

An every-other-week horse sale was managed by the Rumfords at South Hutchinson for nearly 50 years. 
Draft teams of horses and mules have always been a working part of the ranch, and Bronc continues to 

break several teams annually for use in the operation as well as in rodeo productions and parades. 
Rumford Rodeo Company has sent rodeo livestock overseas to several countries including Helsinki, Finland 

and France. "Most recently, we did a wild west show in the Mideast country of Oman. We took 1 1  horses. They 
all had to be broke to buck, ride and drive," Bronc explains. 

"That was one of the most exciting experiences we've ever had," Kate remarks. 
Bronc has served as a stock contractor director of the PRCA and is a past president of the Miss Rodeo 

America pageant, of which he continues as a director. 
As might be expected, the Rumfords are called upon to break many horses to ride, and Kate always has 

several barrel racing horses in training. 
The future of rodeo depends on the next generation, Bronc and Lola concur. With the Rumford family as an 

example, it is in good hands. 



Several years ago, Floyd and Lola Rumford of 
Rumford Rodeo Company at Abbyville posed 
parade and grand entry ready with a portion of 
their family mounted behind them. The family 
rodeo firm has been in business nearly 60 years. 

Kate and Lola Rumford are outside the corral of 
bucking horse mares and their baby foals at the 
Rumford Rodeo Ranch near Abbyville. 

Rodeo is in the blood of the family of Rumford 
Rodeo Company at Abbyville. All family members 
are involved in the operation. Included are (I to r) 
Jerome and Haley Schneeberger, Tyrell Rumford, 
Lola Rumford, Justin Rumford, Justin Vogt, Jaden 
Schneeberger, Tommy and Connie Rumford, Kate 
and Bronc Rumford, (front) Jace Schneeberger, 
Kacie Vogt and Tamara Rumford. 

Bronc, Lola and Tommy Rumford continue the 
nearly 60-year operation of the Rumford Rodeo 
Company at Abbyville. 


