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Improved Lives For Horses, Expanded Equine 
Therapy For Handicapped 

Are Objectiv,s Of FFA Award Honoree 
Horses will have a better 

life thanks to objectives of 
the recently named Kansas 
FFA equine placement profi
ciency award recipient. 

Likewise, Ashley Goul of 
the Paola FFA Chapter hopes 
to further expand use of 
horses as therapeutic aids for 
the handicapped through rid
ing, exercise and care. 

"I am really concerned 
about the stress that is being 
placed on some horses in the 
name of winning and suc
cess, so I plan a career in 
horse management with em
phasis on welfare and treat
ment," emphasized Goul. 

who at 17 already has broad 
knowledge and experience 
with horses. 

"Recent episodes at the 
Belmont Stakes with the 
Thoroughbred stallion Big 
Brown and the stress placed 
on him is a perfect example 
of what my concerns are for 
horses and the future of the 
horse industry, 11 continued 
Goul, recognized at the re
cent Kansas FFA Convention 
in Manhattan. 

"I've been involved as an 
intern in the New Horizon 
Ranch therapeutic horseback 
riding center and see how the 
program is such a big help 

for the disadvantaged," Goul 
explained. "I hope to become 
a certified instructor there 
and see expansion of such 
efforts over. the country." 

Goul' s interest in horses 
goes back to her preschool 
days. "I've always loved 
horses," she recognized. "I 
started riding on my mom's 
Arabian horse when I was 
three, and by the time I was 

five I was pestering my par
ents to let me take riding les
sons." 

Roger and Kathy Goul 
gave into their only child's . 
desires, and upon taking 
English riding instruction at 
a local barn, her enthusiasm 
for horses exploded. "I rode 
several different horses, but 
when the Morgan gelding 
called Texas Ranger came 
into the barn I instantly fell 
in love with him," Gou! re
called. 

To her greatest joy, but 
unknown to her, Goul's par
ents bought the "beautiful 
chestnut, nicest personality" 
horse for their daughter's 
Christmas present when sbe 
was nine years old. 

"That was the best Christ
mas ever, and he is the best 
horse I could ever have," 
credited Goul about the now 
17-year-old, 15-2 hand, all
around talented horse. 

Riding skills expanded 
from English to also include 
Western tack, and Goul was 
soon participating in 4-H 
club activities riding in 
shows over a wide area. "I 
exhibit in halter, both Eng
lish and Western pleasure 
classes and racing events," 
related Goul, who has com
peted successfully at the 
Kansas State Fair. 

She does her own training · 
and is often called on to train 
horses for other owners. Rid
ing lessons are also given for 
those desiring that service. 

As a leader in both her 4-
H club and the county Dog 
and Horse Club, Goul was 
soon in demand to assist 

other club members. with 
their horses. "I really enjoy 
helping others learn more 
about horses and solving any 
problems they might have in 
care or training. n she admit
ted. 

So dedicated to helping 
others Goul stepped down 
from serving as the 4-H club 
president to assist her fellow 
horse enthusiasts in passing 
written exams and riding 
tests to become eligible for 
participation in 4-H compe
tition. "It is quite difficult for 
some members to pass these 
requirements, but very excit
ing for them to be able to 
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Shown with her Morgan gelding, Texas Ranger, Ashley 
Gaul of the Paola FFA Chapter has. bean named the 
state equine placement proficiency award winner. She 
was honored at the recent Kansas FFA Convention in 
Manhattan. 

participate in the activities. 
So. I want to do everything I 
can for them, 11 she noted. 

Others in the community 
soon saw how talented Goul 
was caring for and working 
with horses. ~ has found 
demand to be caretaker for 
horses, as well as dogs, for 
those who own the animals 
but don't have the time for 
daily chores. 

"I have several horses that 
I take care of in the commu-

· nity. It's a service fot the 
owners and a job that I like 
to do," emphasized Goul, 
who also works at a local 
feed store. 

Upon entering high 
school, Gaul became in
volved in FFA activities and 

began keeping records on 
her diverse horse endeavors. 
"When Mr. (Josh) Evans 
came to be our advisor, 
along with Mr. (Jeff) Hines, I 
heard that he'd coached a 
horse judging team before at 
another schooL I had always 
wanted to judge horses, so I 
bugged him until he started 
working with us on horse 
judging," Goul remembered. · 

Diligent horse judging 
training efforts have paid off 
as Goul and her teanunates 
have collected a number of 
awards over the past few 
years. "I even'Competed in a 
national horse judging con
test at· Columbus; Ohio. That 
was truly an experience of a 
lifetime," she said. 

When an opportunity 
came to work at the thera
peutic riding center near 
Rantoul, Goul enthusiasti
cally became involved, see
ing it not only as a way to 
work with horses more, but 
also to help the handicapped. 
An added benefit was it 
being an addition to her Su
pervised Agricnltural Expe
rience Program in FFA. 

"Working with· individu
als who have disabilities can 
be frustrating at times, but I 
just take a deep breath and 
keep myself calm," she ex
plained. "Working with these 
unique individuals is so sat-

isfying and rewarding. I can 
go out there upset about 
something, but when I see 
how I am making a differ
ence in a child's life all of 
that frustration goes away." 

For her accomplishments 
and service, Goul· was 
named a district proficiency 
award winner in equine en
trepreneurship last year be
fore receiving the. district 
and state proficiency recog
nitions in equine placement 
this year. As the Kansas hmi
oree, Goul will compete with 
all other state winners in na
tional competition this fall at 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

''Not only is Ashley very 
talented in working with 
horses, but she's a real asset 
to the community for her 
vast involvement and service 
in all areas of horses," cred
ited advisor Jeff Hines. "If 
there's ever anything that 
needs done or anyb9dy 
wants help, Ashley is the one 
they call. She's always anx
ious to assist." 

He not only credited her 
for leadership in FFA work 
but also for working with a 
hippology team. "Ashley is. 
so good helping younger 
members learn everything 
there is to know about hors- · 
es," Hines added. 
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11 It's very hard to keep up 

with Ashley, and all of her 
interests with horses," Mom 
(Kathy) acknowledged. "She 
has always had dreams and 
set goals for her work with 
horses, and then she is really 
a hard worker with detenni
nation to accomplish what
ever she sets out to do.'' 

Both of Gaul's parents 
.have interests in harses and 
have owned horses. 
"They've been a great help to 
me in o~ering assistance, 
advice and encouragement. I 
really couldn't have done 
any of this Without my par
ents," Goul complimented. 

Credit was also given by 
Goul to her FFA advisors, 4-
H leaders and horse trainers, 
owners and friends for their 
cooperation in her horse 
work. She is now anticipat
ing her future in the horse in
dustry. 

"I am privileged to have 
received a full scholarship to 
attend Fort Scott Community 
College on the horse judging 

team," Goul relayed. "I'm 
really looking forward to 
that as I pursue an agribusi
ness degree." 

From there, Goul plans to 
attend Kansas State Univer
sity at Manhattan with stud
ies in agricultural economics 
and feed science. "I intend to 
obtain the equine certifica
tion now available at K
State, and I will probably be 
involved in other horse activ
ities on campus, u she com
mented. 

The University of Ken
tucky is next on her future 
plans as Goul continues her 
education in Thoroughbred 
management. "I expect to get 
my master's degree and then 
become employed as manag
er of a Thoroughbred farm or 
racetrack in Kentucky. 

"While a position· at this 
level will provide a very de
sirable salary, my main ob
jective is to improve the 
treatment and handling of 
Thoroughbred race horses," 
Goul concluded. 
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called Texas Ranger came into the barn I instantly fell in love with him," Goul recalled. 
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"I am privileged to have received a full scholarship to attend Fort Scott Community College on the horse 
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"While a position at this level will provide a very desirable salary, my main objective is to improve the treat
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Shown with her Morgan gelding, Texas Ranger, 
Ashley Goul of the Paola FFA Chapter has been 
named the state equine placement proficiency 
award winner. She was honored at the recent 
Kansas FFA Convention in Manhattan. 

In addition to training horses, state FFA equine 
placement proficiency award winner Ashley Goul 
of Paola gives riding lessons to others in the 
community. She's also an intern at the New Hori
zon Ranch therapeutic horseback riding center 
near Rantoul and intends to become a certified 
instructor there. 


