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·For The Love Of Horses 
t3JI d"ran-li J. t3uc~man 

Hall Of Fame Quarter Horse Stallion, 
Tardy Too, Is Family Love Story 

"This stallion was a love 
story, and a perfect gift 
from God. He was a prayer, 
a hope and a promise.'' 

That'S the way Connie. 
Carney described Tardy 
Too. Then, all dreams were 
shattered. 

The Sonny Thomison 
family's pride and joy was 
stolen, and indications 
were that the sorrel stal
lion would never be seen 
again. 

Many mystery stories 
and fiction books have 
been written about horses, 
owners, disappointments, 
injury, recov~ry, thievery 
and stardom. Yet, one 

could not make up nor 
imagine anything like the 
real-life story ofTardy Too. 

A fairytale-like chroni, 
cle of the outstanding stal
lion, who was a big part of 
the Thomison family as he 
was making his and thei~ 
name known around the 
globe, was revealed during 
Tardy Too's 2008 induction 
into the Kansas Quarter 
Horse Hall of Fame. 

Already a known Quar
ter Horse breeder, Thomi
son, whose facility at 
Kechi near Wichita is rec
ognizable by the horse on 
top of an upright silo, had 
Earl Barnes purchase 

Tardy Too as a foal at Dean 
Davis' 1965 sale in Fort 
Morgan, Colo. 

Bred and sold by Alan 
Holmgren of Crawford, 
Neb., Tardy Too was sired 
by Main's Leo Buck by Leo 
and out of a Red Dog-Chub
by mare, Pretty Plush, by 
Disturbance. 

"Tardy Too was put up 
in the big barn in his own 
pen, cared for. and loved 

every day," rem~mbered 
Carney; one of Thomison's 
six children (five daugh-" 
ters and a Son Oscar, the 
youngest). 

Carney and her daugh
ter, Robin Hall, wife of hal
ter horse trainer Aaron 
Hall, remembered Tardy 
Too's life story as told by 
CaroJ,yn Kaberline during 
induction ceremonies at 
the Kansas Quarter Horse 
Association Convention in 
Salina. 

"We always had lots of 
horses at our place, but. 
there was only one Tardy 
Too. He was more a part of 
our entire family than any 
horse Da!idy owned," Car
ney declared. 

"Tardy grew to be a 
beauty, very well-balanced 
and heavy-muscled," Car
ney described. "With a 
heart so pure, giving, lov
ing and gentle, he was such 
a sweetheart, who loved 

people and never seemed 
to forget anyone who pam
pered him." 

As Thomison was ready
ing the horse for a show ca
reer and breeding service, 
Tardy Too was stolen. "It 
was truly· a sad day on the 
hill in Kechi. Dad and 
Mom (Ollie) and the whole 
gang had fallen in love 
with Tardy and were on the 
lookout for him," Carney 
reflected. 

Searches continued to 
no avail for six months, 
and everybody bad about 
given up hope. Then, 
Thomison was looking at 
some horses with Chris 
and Earl Barnes, when 
Chris noticed a horse at a 
.neighboring facility. 

"The horse nickered 
like he knew her, and in
stantly Chris recognized 
Tardy Too," Carney re
called. "He had been paint- · 
ed to resemble a Paint 

Horse and also had some 
injuries. The sheriff was 
called, and Tardy Too was 
returned home." , 

Although exact circum
stances aren't known, the 
horse thieves were not 
prosecuted. "Daddy had 
them clean some stalls, do 
chores around here, and 
that was all. He was so glad 
to get Tardy back," Carney 
exclaimed. "That horse 
was pampered, given the 
best feed and was king of 
the hill." 

Chris Barnes soon took 
the stallion on the Quarter 
Horse show circuit. He col
lected 14 halter points and 
6.5 performance point:S, 
earning an open perform~ 
ance Register of Merit. 

Mares were hand-
picked for Tardy Too's 
court, and champions were 
the results. Sire of 628 
foals in 21 crops, nearly 
one-third were perform-



Horse stallion, owned for 
many years by the Sonny 
Thomison family of Kechi, 
has been inducted into 
the Kansas , Quarter 
Horse Asso.t:lf~fion Hall of 
Fame. Oncii\,Srolen and 
missing ibr.,,!several 
months, the Leo-bred 
stallion went on to be a 
top performance horse 
_ and most .import!!rltly the 
sire of many Oiltstanding 
horses. · 

ers. "That is a remarkable 
feat in itself," inserted 
Robin HalL 

Offspring of Tardy Too 
earned 2,368 open, 44 ama
teur and 508.5 halter 
points, As importantly, the 
offspring rode too, as evi
denced by rating 2,045 
open, 566 amateur and 
1,056 youth performance 
points. M-oreover, the 
Tardy Too get collected 525 
Palomino Horse Breeders· 
Association points. 

Additionally, Tardy Too
~ired horses accumulated 
$11,896 in American Quar
ter Horse Association in
centive funds, $26,140 Na
tional Snaffle Bit Associa
tion earnings, $2,251 in Na
tional Reined Cow Horse 
Association checks, $1,272 
National Cutting Horse As
sociation pay and $638 Na
tional Reining Horse Asso
ciation winnings. 

Ownership changed sev
eral times during his life
time as Thomison sold 
Tardy Too at private 

treaty to Ray Hawkins of 
Boston, Ga. Circumstances 
changed such that Thomi
son got him back for a peri
od, before Tardy returned 
to Hawkins again .. 

"Daddy, Ray Hawkins 
and Tardy Too were dyna
mite together in the horse 

- business," Carney contend
ed, "Ray loved Tardy, and 
his wife Karen loved him 
even more." 

When Hawkins dis
persed in 1979, Tardy Too 
was 14 years old. "After 
several negotiations were 
concluded, he was sold to 
Gordon and Mai'y Hanna
gan of Penfield, IlL," Car
ney said. "Tardy paid for 
himself the first breeding 
season there." 

The Hannagans stood 
Tardy Too for seven 

years, including two years 
at well-known horseman 
Tommy Manion's facilities, 

"Tardy became a mem
ber of the Gordon Hanna
gan family, too," Robin· 
Hall commented. "He was 
Mary's pet and baby. She 
loved him, He was very 
tender to her and whin
nied whenever she. came 
into the barn," 

New ownership came 
again in !986, when the 
Hannagans dispersed their 
herd. "Daddy bid $35,000 
for Tardy Too, who was 21 
years old by that time, but 
the stud sold to Erland 
Kondrup of North Port, 
Fla., at $45,000," Carney re
membered; 

After a couple of years 
of service for Kondrup, 
Tardy Too was returned 
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to the Hannagan farm, 
where he passed away at 
Christmastime in 1989, 
He was buried on their 
place. 

"Many people, breeders, 
exhibitors, owners and 
good horsemen had a 
part in helping make Tardy 
Too the success that he 
was," Robin Hall cred
ited. 

"I don't think Tardy had 
an owner who didn't love 

him and didn't shed a tear 
when he went to a new 
home, One thing I know is 
that my Daddy gave his all 
to him. 

"Tardy Too was truly a 
gift from God. All of us 
children and our families 
were a part of Tardy Too. 
We all loved him, because 
he always loved us back, 
and gave more than we 
co·uld have ever imagined," 
Carney concluded. 



Hall Of Fame Quarter Horse Stallion, Tardy Too, Is Family Love Story 

"This stallion was a love story, and a perfect gift from God. He was a prayer, a hope and a promise." 
That's the way Connie Carney described Tardy Too. Then, all dreams were shattered. 
The Sonny Thomis.on family's pride and joy was stolen, and indications were that the sorrel stallion would 

never be seen again. 
Many mystery stories and fiction books have been written about horses, owners, disappointments, injury, 

recovery, thievery and stardom. Yet, one could not make up nor imagine anything like the real-life story of Tardy 
Too. 

A fairytale-like chronicle of the outstanding stallion, who was a big part of the Thomison family as he was 
making his and their name known around the globe, was revealed during Tardy Too's 2008 induction into the 
Kansas Quarter Horse Hall of Fame. 

Already a known Quarter Horse breeder, Thomison, whose facility at Kechi near Wichita is recognizable by 
the horse on top of an upright silo, had Earl Barnes purchase Tardy Too as a foal at Dean Davis' 1965 sale in 
Fort Morgan, Colo. 

Bred and sold by Alan Holmgren of Crawford, Neb., Tardy Too was sired by Main's Leo Buck by Leo and out 
of a Red Dog-Chubby mare, Pretty Plush, by Disturbance. 

"Tardy Too was put up in the big barn in his own pen, cared for and loved every day," remembered Carney, 
one of Thomison's six children (five daughters and a son Oscar, the youngest). 

Carney and her daughter, Robin Hall, wife of halter horse trainer Aaron Hall, remembered Tardy Too's life 
story as told by Carolyn Kaberline during induction ceremonies at the Kansas Quarter Horse Association Con
vention in Salina. 

"We always had lots of horses at our place, but there was only one Tardy Too. He was more a part of our 
entire family than any horse Daddy owned," Carney declared. 

"Tardy grew to be a beauty, very well-balanced and heavy-muscled," Carney described. "With a heart so 
pure, giving, loving and gentle, he was such a sweetheart, who loved people and never seemed to forget any
one who pampered him." 

As Thomison was readying the horse for a show career and breeding service, Tardy Too was stolen. "It was 
truly a sad day on the hill in Kechi. Dad and Mom (Ollie) and the whole gang had fallen in love with Tardy and 
were on the lookout for him," Carney reflected. 

Searches continued to no avail for six months, and everybody had about given up hope. Then, Thomison 
was looking at some horses with Chris and Earl Barnes, when Chris noticed a horse at a neighboring facility. 

"The horse nickered like he knew her, and instantly Chris recognized Tardy Too," Carney recalled. "He had 
been painted to resemble a Paint Horse and also had some injuries. The sheriff was called, and Tardy Too was 
returned home." 

Although exact circumstances aren't known, the horse thieves were not prosecuted. "Daddy had them clean 
some stalls, do chores around here, and that was all. He was so glad to get Tardy back," Carney exclaimed. 
"That horse was pampered, given the best feed and was king of the hill." 

Chris Barnes soon took the stallion on the Quarter Horse show circuit. He collected 14 halter points and 6.5 
performance points, earning an open performance Register of Merit. 

Mares were hand-picked for Tardy Too's court, and champions were the results. Sire of 628 foals in 21 crops, 
nearly one-third were performers. "That is a remarkable feat in itself," inserted Robin Hall. 

Offspring of Tardy Too earned 2,368 open, 44 amateur and 508.5 halter points. As importantly, the offspring 
rode too, as evidenced by rating 2,045 open, 566 amateur and 1 ,056 youth performance points. Moreover, the 
Tardy Too get collected 525 Palomino Horse Breeders Association points. 

Additionally, Tardy Too-sired horses accumulated $11,896 in American Quarter Horse Association incentive 
funds, $26,140 National Snaffle Bit Association earnings, $2,251 in National Reined Cow Horse Association 
checks, $1 ,272 National Cutting Horse Association pay and $638 National Reining Horse Association win
nings. 

Ownership changed several times during his lifetime as Thomison sold Tardy Too at private treaty to Ray 
Hawkins of Boston, Ga. Circumstances changed such that Thomison got him back for a period, before Tardy 
returned to Hawkins again. 

"Daddy, Ray Hawkins and Tardy Too were dynamite together in the horse business," Carney contended. 
"Ray loved Tardy, and his wife Karen loved him even more." 

When Hawkins dispersed in 1979, Tardy Too was 14 years old. "After several negotiations were concluded, 
he was sold to Gordon and Mary Hannagan of Penfield, Ill.," Carney said. "Tardy paid for himself the first breed
ing season there." 

The Hannagans stood Tardy Too for seven years, including two years at well-known horseman Tommy Man
ion's facilities. 



"Tardy became a member of the Gordon Hannagan family, too," Robin Hall commented. "He was Mary's pet 
and baby. She loved him. He was very tender to her and whinnied whenever she came into the barn." 

New ownership came again in 1986, when the Hannagans dispersed their herd. "Daddy bid $35,000 for 
Tardy Too, who was 21 years old by that time, but the stud sold to Erland Kondrup of North Port, Fla., at 
$45,000," Carney remembered. 

After a couple of years of service for Kondrup, Tardy Too was returned to the Hannagan farm, where he 
passed away at Christmastime in 1989. He was buried on their place. 

"Many people, breeders, exhibitors, owners and good horsemen had a part in helping make Tardy Too the 
success that he was," Robin Hall credited. 

"I don't think Tardy had an owner who didn't love him and didn't shed a tear when he went to a new horne. 
One thing I know is that my Daddy gave his all to him. 

"Tardy Too was truly a gift from God. All of us children and our families were a part of Tardy Too. We all loved 
him, because he always loved us back, and gave more than we could have ever imagined," Carney conclud
ed. 

Tardy Too, sorrel Quarter Horse stallion, owned 
and promoted for many years by the Sonny Thomi
son family of Kechi, has been inducted into the 
Kansas Quarter Horse Association Hall of Fame. 
Once stolen and missing for several months, the 
Leo-bred stallion went on to be a top performance 
horse and most importantly the sire of many out
standing Quarter Horses, collecting honors in sev
eral organizations. 


