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Horse Owners' Participation In Ag Census 
Important To Development Of Equine Industry 

Time for horse owners to 
stand up and be counted. 

· "We must make sure that 
the equine community is ac
counted for in the 2007 Cen
sus of Agriculture being dis
tributed by the United 
States Department of Agri
culture," emphasized Jay 
Hickey, president of the 
American Horse Council, 
headquartered in Washing
ton, D.C. 

· Conducted every five 
years, the census gathers in· 
formation on ranches and 
farms and the people who ·. 
operate them, Hickey said. 
It is designed to help USDA 
measure issues such as land 
use, production practices, 
income and expenditures. 

"There are more than 9.2 
million horses in the U.S., 
and previous studies show 
that the horse industry has a 
$102 billion impact on the 
U.S. economy and supports 
1.4 million jobs," Hickey 
stated. 

"Accurate facts and fig
ures benefit the horse in
dustry, and the census is an 
o·pportunity for horse own
ers to be acknowledged," 
Hickey stressed. 

Kerri Thompson, direc
tor of health and regulatory 

affairs for the American 
Horse Council, recognized, 
"It's so important for the 
agriculture department . to 
have these numbers about 
the horse business when 
fUnding and details are 
being approved for national, 
state and local programs." 

"Information provided by 
the census is not available 
anywhere else and benefits 
agriculture producers and 
their col)lmunlties in a myr
iad of ways," explained 
Eldon Thiessen, director of 
Klulsas Agriculture Statis
tics in Topeka. 

"For instance, policy
makers factor census data 
into decisions concerning 
agricultural and rural pro
grams," Thiessen continued. 
"Farmers themselves can 
use census data to help 
make Critical decisions 
about the businesses. 

"By law, all data provided 
by individual producers will 
be kept strictly conflden
tial," Thiessen added. 

"The census of agricul
ture is the only comprehen
sive source of horse data in 
the state of Kansas/' clari
fied Lisa Prickett, statisti
cian at the Kansas Agricul
ture Statistics office. "Infor-

mation about the horse in
ventory, numbers sold and 
values of horses and related 
(acUities and equipment is 
collected. 

"CellliUS results can help 
define the economic impact 
of the horse industry in Kan
sas and throughout the coun
try," Prickett pointed out. 

There are three ways to 
participate in the census. 
For those who partidpated 
in the 2002 census, a survey 
will be mailed on December 
28,2007. 

Horse owners who did 
not participate in the last 
survey can obtain a form by 
going to the American 
Horse Council's website: 
www.horsecouncil.org. Up
on completion Of an applica
tion, a census will be 
mailed. 

Surveys will ciiso be 
available on the internet at 
www.agcensus.usdli:iov at 
the end of the year, even if 
horse owners haven1t pre
registered. 

"Horse owners must have· 
had $1,000 income from 
their equine production in 
order to participate," Prick
ett clarified. "There has to 
be legitimate income from 
the horse business to be 
considered a farm opera
tion." 

Information from the 
census will be used for uni
versity research, community 
planning, business location, 
Extension education, opera. 
tiona! loans and funding 
and federal and state gov
ernment budget support for 
the horse industry, accord
ing to Pattie· Stalder, admin
istrator of the Kansas Ho•se 
Council, headquartered in 
Manhattan. 

By participating in th.e 
census, horse owners can~ 
expect summary reports. in 
both print and electronic 
formats. Information will be 
provided that's valuable for 
their communities and their 
individual operations, 
Stalder indicated. 

All census forms must be 
completed and returned by 
February 2, 2008. 

"I encourage everyone to 

Importance of horse owners' participation in the agrl· 
cultural census has been emphasized by Pattie Stalder, 
I'EI®ntly named administrator of the Kansas Horse 
Council, headquartered at Manhattan. Funding and 
programs for the horse Industry are determined from re
sults of that national survey conducted every five years. 

complete the 2007 Census of 
Agriculture, because it will 
help define the economic 
impact of the horse indus
try," Stalder reviewed. "This 
survey is especially impor
tant to Kansas and the Mid-

west with the new Flint 
Hills Eqnine Center being 
constructed in Manhattan." 

Additional information 
is available from Prickett at 
785-317-9176 or Thompson at 
202-296-4031. 
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will be mailed on December 28, 2007. 
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Council's website: www.horsecouncil.org. Upon completion of an application, a census will be mailed. 

Surveys will also be available on the internet at www.agcensus.usda.gov at the end of the year, even if horse 
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"Horse owners must have had $1,000 income from their equine production in order to participate," Prickett 
clarified. "There has to be legitimate income from the horse business to be considered a farm operation." 

Information from the census will be used for university research, community planning, business location, 
Extension education, operational loans and funding and federal and state government budget support for the 
horse industry, according to Pattie Stalder, administrator of the Kansas Horse Council, headquartered in Man
hattan. 

By participating in the census, horse owners can expect summary reports in both print and electronic for
mats. Information will be provided that's valuable for their communities and their individual operations, Stalder 
indicated. 

All census forms must be completed and returned by February 2, 2008. 
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Importance of horse owners' participation in the 
agricultural census has been emphasized by Pat
tie Stalder, recently named administrator of the 
Kansas Horse Council, headquartered at Manhat
tan. Funding and programs for the horse industry 
are determined from results of that national survey 
conducted every five years. 


