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for The loue Of Horses 
BJI 'fran~ J. Bucflman 

Lifelong Horseman-Educator, Eureka Downs 
Manager Spends Lifetime With Horses And Children 

"Horses are just like 
kids. They are all different. 
The main thing with all of 
them is to have patience." 

A lifelong horseman and 
educator, Lee Smith is qual
ified to make those state
ments. He recently talked 
about his experiences as 
both, in his home a few 
yards southwest of Eureka 
Downs, where he serves as 
manager. 

"I tried the old timer's 
way, the bronc style, but I've 
learned over the years, it's 

better to just take time with 
horses/' Smith, 74, evaluat
ed. "Whether its race horses 
or performance horses, 
there's really not much dif
ference in training as long 
as the horse progresses." 

Smith retired from serv
ing as principal of 
Tonganoxie High School in 
1995 after 40 years as an ed
ucator. His work with hors
es, starting as a toddler and 
going in a big circle includ
ing being one of the leading 
race horse trainers in the 

country, continues today. 
"I've loved horses from 

the get-go. I grew up with 
reins in my hands and have 
been working with horses 
ever since. I'll always be in
volved with horses," insist
ed the Eureka track manag
er, who also has a Thorough
bred mare now in race 
training. 

Raised near Hartford, 
Smith was a son of Veri 
Smith, who worked horses 
and mules in the family 
farming operation. "We 

were farmers, not ranchers, 
but my grandpa Frank 
Smith had quite a few stock 
horse mares," Smith clari
fied. "I always loved to ride, 
and a highlight each spring 
was when we drove the cows 
about six miles to my Grand
pa Carson's pasture." 

Folks generally ask 
about Smith's first horse. "I 
always had a horse to ride, 
but the first one that was re
ally considered my very own 
was a runaway named Bill," 
Smith reminisced. "He 
could be ridden, but if Bill 
wanted to run, there was no 
way I could hold him back. I 
usually rode bareback, and 
sometimes my brother, 
Robert, and I rode double. 

"After Bill ran off and 
jumped into the hog pen 
with me on him, my grandpa 
insisted that he be sold. I 
cried myself to sleep worry
ing about Bill, but they sold 
him and got me a part-Ara
bian, part-buggy horse 
named Sam," Smith contin-

ued. "He was well broke, 
and I learned to do tricks on 
Sam. My brother and I rode 
him to Gumbo Grade 
School." 

Days of farming with 
horses are fond memories 
for Smith. "That's really how 
I got hooked on horses," he 
qualified. "I loved every 
minute of it." 

Illness and accidents 
concerning his dad and 
grandfather forced Smith 
into early manhood, putting 
the responsibility of farm 

duties in the hands of him, 
his brother and mother. ''I 
always loved basketball, but 
I only played a couple of 
years in high school be
cause I had so many chores 
before and after school,'' 
Smith remembered. 

After gr8.ctuating from 
Hartford High School at age 
17, Smith went to Emporia 
State and then moved to Wi
chita. He worked as a ma
chinist, while also receiving 
training in that field. 

"By that time; we 1-!ad a 



couple of tractors, and I also 
rented an 80-acre farm back 
home," Smith reviewed. 
"Grandpa's two riding hors
es then were Jim and Baldy, 
so I'd ride them too." 

Married to Betty in 1952, 
Smith received a call from 
Uncle Sam, enlisted and 
served in the Army during 
the Korean War. "When I got 
back in '54, I enrolled at Ern
poria State, but then I start
ed teaching in '55," he ex
plained. "I had to go to Sum
mer school for several 
years, before I finally gradu
ated with an elementary ed
ucation degree in 1960." 

Smith taught at Haven, 
Hartford, Osborne, and then 
returned home to teach at 
Waverly, A small acreage 
with a horse barn was ac-

quired, as Smith continued 
his involv~ment with hors
es. "I had seven horses at 
that time, became active in 
the saddle club, started rop
ing more and the girls were 
participating in horse 
shodeos," he noted. 

Recalling his youth in 
the hay field, Smith organ
ized a summer haying crew. 
"We'd put up as many as 
80,000 square bales a year," 
he figured. 

One of his customers was 
Mal Breshears, prominent 
horseman and judge at 
Williamsburg, who asked 
Smith to partner on a stal
lion named Bar Heels, an 
own son of Three Bars. 

"I bought an interest in 
the stallion, a proven race 
horse and show horse," 

Lee Smith stands at the entrance to Eureka Downs, the 
horse racetrack he serves as manager. 

Smith told. "I really wasn't 
into race horses before that, 
but Bar Heels got me on the 
track pretty fast." 

Personally owned mares 
were mated to the stallion, 
and Smith also leased 
mares, specifically using 
String Band, Tonto Bars 
Hank and My Texas Dandy 
bloodlines. Additional stal
lion lines were also incorpo
rated, 

Before long, Smith
raised-and-trained Quarter 
Horses were winning races 
at Bluestem Downs in Em
poria, Eureka Downs and 
Midway Downs, Stroud, 
Okla. 

An opportunity to serve 
as elementary principal at 
Tonganoxie arose, and 
Smith moved there in 1966, 
after completing his mas
ters degree in administra
tion. "We were really in
volved in raising and run
ning horses by that time, so I 
ended up getting a 40-acre 
tract, constructed horse 
barns and built a practice 
track," he related. 

His two oldest daughters 
Janet and Rhonda were also 
involved in training the run
ners with over 20 race hors
es in the Smith Racing Sta
bles. "We hired two full
time jockeys to exercise 
horses and ride at the 
tracks, but other than that, 
my wife Betty, and our chil
dren did the work," verified 
Smith, who continued as 
principal at Tonganoxie, 
moving into the high school 
position in 1979. 

Racing schedule expand
ed into Ohio, Colorado, New 
Mexico and Nebraska as 
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well as Kansas and Okla~ 
homa. Smith was the lead
ing trainer at Bluestem 
Downs and also in the top 
ten trainers at other tracks. 
"One year I was the leading 
trainer in the iiation by mid
summer, but then,I.had to go 
back to school," Stiifth'tabu
lated. 

He was still listed as one 
of the top ten across the 
nation in year end stand
ings. "We sure had some of 
the best horses and owners 
in the country," Smith cred
ited. 

Of the many albums 
filled with hun.dreds of race 
win pictures, the photo
graphs of .one gelding are 
those which Smith is most 
proud of. "We had many 
good horses, even a lot of fu
turity and maturity champi
ons, but the greatest horse 
we ever ran had to be 
Flashy Go Moore," he point
ed out. 

By Go Moore Go by Go 
Man Go, the gelding was out 
of Diamond G Flash by Dia-

mond Charge. "He was just 
about unbeatable," Smith 
critiqued. "We ran him all 
over, won 12 races in a row, 
including a couple of 
$10,000 pots. He was the best 
in the country, and we were 
running in Colorado, when 
we had an offer to sell 
Flashy Go Moore for $25,000. 

··''I didn't know what to- do, 
but that was a lot of money 
in those days for a gelding," 
Smith exclaimed. "Finally, I 
decided to sell Flashy Go 
Moore. I still don't know if it 
was the right thing to do.'' 

Flashy Go Moore ended 
up winning $238,000 and was 
named the American Quar· 
ter Horse Association Geld
ing of the Year. Smith's 
email address today is 
flashygomoore. 

His youngest children, 
Vicki and Ron, soon were in
volved with horses as well, 
with training facilities also 
in operation at his child
hood farm near Hartford. 

"We were going a good 
lick, and then in 1977, I got 
kicked by a horse we were 
loading in the trailer," 

Smith frowned. "I had bro
ken bones, was hospitalized 
and out of commission. We 
had a sale, sold horses and 
equipment and cut way back 
in our racing." 

They had some horses 
that were owned and others 
they'd bred continue to win, 
but the racing operation 
never got to the level it was 
in -the early '70s. "Our chil
dren were soon starting 
families of their own, and 
we didn't get back to run
ning as much as we were," 
he said. 

Retirement from 40 years 
in education came for Smith 
in 1995, and he became 
more involved in Quarter 
Horse and racing leader~ 
ship. He also did consider
able work for pari-mutuel 
racing in Kansas. 

Many small race horse 
tracks have been closed 

over the past 40 years, and 
Eureka Downs was even 
closed for a period. Smith, 
as president of the Kansas 
Quarter Horse Racing Asso
ciation in 1996-97, was in
strumental in getting the fa
cilities back into operation. 

Hardest time in Smith's 
life was when his wife Betty 
died from cancer in 2004. 
"We had been married for 
52 years. We had raised four 
children and spent our 
whole life together," Smith 
recognized. "I just couldn't 
live in our home at Ton
ganoxie, so I had a sale and 
sold everything there." Orig
inal family acreage is still 
owned near Hartford. 

Smith later accepted the 
offer to serve as manager of 
Eureka Downs. "It has been 
an uphill battle to keep 
everything in the black, but 
we are making progress," 

Smith acknowledged. 
"Funding has been a con
stant problem. 

"We had to scale back 
our racing schedule, and we 
might only have one day of 
racing per weekend from 
May through the fourth of 
July next year," he contin
ued. Setbacks have included 
a fire taking a 100-plus stall 
barn and horses, simulcast
ing restrictions, closing of 
the dog track at Wichita and 
increasing Race Commis
sion regulations. 

With Smith's four chil
dren and 10 grandchildren 
and fiancee Gloria's five 
children and 11 grandchil
dren, plenty of company will 
be coming for the holiday 
season at the Lee Smith 
home. "I still have a few 

horses and even have a part
nership with grandchildren, 
so horses will get into our 
conversation," Smith 
smiled. 

Actually, there's seldom 
a dull moment for Lee 
Smith. Yet, his life is far less 
complicated than when he 
had his own four children 
involved with horses, over 
600 high school students 
under his principalship, two 
dozen horses in training and 
racing, plus all of his other 
leadership tasks. "I'm still 
very involved with horses, 
but it's less hectic than it 
used to be. 

"I've had a great life. I've 
loved it. There's nothing 
better than working with 
kids and horses," Smith con
cluded. 
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"I bought an interest in the stallion, a proven race horse and show horse," Smith told. "I really wasn't into 
race horses before that, but Bar Heels got me on the track pretty fast." 

Personally owned mares were mated to the stallion, and Smith also leased mares, specifically using String 
Band, Tonto Bars Hank and My Texas Dandy bloodlines. Additional stallion lines were also incorporated. 

Before long, Smith-raised-and-trained Quarter Horses were winning races at Bluestem Downs in Emporia, 
Eureka Downs and Midway Downs, Stroud, Okla. 

An opportunity to serve as elementary principal at Tonganoxie arose, and Smith moved there in 1966, after 
completing his masters degree in administration. "We were really involved in raising and running horses by that 
time, so I ended up getting a 40-acre tract, constructed horse barns and built a practice track," he related. 

His two oldest daughters Janet and Rhonda were also involved in training the runners with over 20 race 
horses in the Smith Racing Stables. "We hired two full-time jockeys to exercise horses and ride at the tracks, 
but other than that, my wife Betty, and our children did the work," verified Smith, who continued as principal at 
Tonganoxie, moving into the high school position in 1979. 

"Teaching contracts in those days left the summers open so I could spend that time training and running 
horses," Smith calculated. "We all worked, but if I had a school commitment, the girls were licensed trainers 
too, and they could take the horses to the races." 

Racing schedule expanded into Ohio, Colorado, New Mexico and Nebraska as well as Kansas and Okla
homa. Smith was the leading trainer at Bluestem Downs and also in the top ten trainers at other tracks. "One 
year I was the leading trainer in the nation by mid-summer, but then I had to go back to school," Smith tabu
lated. 

He was still listed as one of the top ten across the nation in year end standings. "We sure had some of the 
best horses and owners in the country," Smith credited. 

Of the many albums filled with hundreds of race win pictures, the photographs of one gelding are those 
which Smith is most proud of. "We had many good horses, even a lot of futurity and maturity champions, but 
the greatest horse we ever ran had to be Flashy Go Moore," he pointed out. 

By Go Moore Go by Go Man Go, the gelding was out of Diamond G Flash by Diamond Charge. "He was 
just about unbeatable," Smith critiqued. "We ran him all over, won 12 races in a row, including a couple of 
$10,000 pots. He was the best in the country, and we were running in Colorado, when we had an offer to sell 
Flashy Go Moore for $25,000. 

"I didn't know what to do, but that was a Jot of money in those days for a gelding," Smith exclaimed. "Final
ly, I decided to sell Flashy Go Moore. I still don't know if it was the right thing to do." 

Flashy Go Moore ended up winning $238,000 and was named the American Quarter Horse Association 
Gelding of the Year. Smith's email address today is flashygomoore. 

His youngest children, Vicki and Ron, soon were involved with horses as well, with training facilities also in 
operation at his childhood farm near Hartford. 

"We were going a good lick, and then in 1977, I got kicked by a horse we were loading in the trailer," Smith 
frowned. "I had broken bones, was hospitalized and out of commission. We had a sale, sold horses and equip
ment and cut way back in our racing." 

They had some horses that were owned and others they'd bred continue to win, but the racing operation 
never got to the level it was in the early '70s. "Our children were soon starting families of their own, and we 
didn't get back to running as much as we were," he said. 

Retirement from 40 years in education came for Smith in 1995, and he became more involved in Quarter 
Horse and racing leadership. He also did considerable work for pari-mutuel racing in Kansas. 

Many small race horse tracks have been closed over the past 40 years, and Eureka Downs was even closed 
for a period. Smith, as president of the Kansas Quarter Horse Racing Association in 1996-97, was instrumen
tal in getting the facilities back into operation. 

Hardest time in Smith's life was when his wife Betty died from cancer in 2004. "We had been married for 52 
years. We had raised four children and spent our whole life together," Smith recognized. "I just couldn't live in 
our home at Tonganoxie, so I had a sale and sold everything there." Original family acreage is still owned near 
Hartford. 

Smith later accepted the offer to serve as manager of Eureka Downs. "It has been an uphill battle to keep 
everything in the black, but we are making progress," Smith acknowledged. "Funding has been a constant 
problem. 

"We had to scale back our racing schedule, and we might only have one day of racing per weekend from 
May through the fourth of July next year," he continued. Setbacks have included a fire taking a 100-plus stall 
barn and horses, simulcasting restrictions, closing of the dog track at Wichita and increasing Race Commis
sion regulations. 

With Smith's four children and 10 grandchildren and fiancee Gloria's five children and 11 grandchildren, 
plenty of company will be coming for the holiday season at the Lee Smith home. "I still have a few horses and 
even have a partnership with grandchildren, so horses will get into our conversation," Smith smiled. 



Actually, there's seldom a dull moment for Lee Smith. Yet, his life is far less complicated than when he had 
his own four children involved with horses, over 600 high school students under his principalship, two dozen 
horses in training and racing, plus all of his other leadership tasks. "I'm still very involved with horses, but it's 
less hectic than it used to be. 

"I've had a great life. I've loved it. There's nothing better than working with kids and horses," Smith con
cluded. 

Lee Smith stands at the entrance to Eureka 
Downs, the horse race track he serves as man
ager. Well into retirement age, the lifelong horse
man has a broad experience as a breeder and 
trainer of horses as well as 40 years as an ele
mentary and high school educator. Many similari
ties are seen between horses and children, both 
requiring considerable patience. 

Trainer Rhonda Smith, jockey Billy Hunt and 
owner-trainer Lee Smith posed with the trophy 
after winning the Bobby Miller Memorial Race at 
Eureka Downs in 1973. 

This Oklahoma-bred, home-raised Thorough
bred filly, owned by Lee Smith, track manager at 
Eureka Downs, is racing at the Woodlands in 
Kansas City and possibly at Remington Park in 
Oklahoma City. 


