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Rodeo Contractor Finds Raising 
Bucking Bulls Best Part Of Cowboy Life 

The. champion cowboy is now have about 25 amateur 
raising champion bucking rodeos a year," noted 
bulls. .Crowther, who also. e.an-

He has plenty pf horses . tracts· for high, school and 
too, but bulls .ar<i what get co!leg~ TO.d'!!l>sc ·· 
J'inl Crowther's lidrenalin<>.: •. ,:.'J:Ii:ere•s·mare ta the cow
lltiwingmosttbesedayg; · ··- )ley's tli#rsify the.se days: 

"I get re-al· e10Cited l;ais- · "We lii>r~W Frontier Rode& 
lug these bufls,"·Crowther Company with .Terry Nelson 
admitted. "It's such a chal- of Winnie, Texas, in 2004, 
lenge to see what cow and and through that partner
bull matings will produce ship have about 10 Profes
top•bucking bulls, and just sional Rodeo Cowboy's As
how far they cati' go," sociation sanctioned 

. W•hi!e· the . 'Crowther rodeos annually," Crowther . 

prOducing. 
amateUil'"tt\idMs in l!l!79 and 

calculated. 
Additi<mal!y, bucking 

b.ulls .owned . by the two 
,rodeo companies are used 

_ in PD&fessional Bull. Riders 
comi>etitioiis. "We J>Ut on . 
about 20 PBR events our: l 
selves .each year," Crowther·: 
clarified. "We 'have a lot of 

them back east. There is 
one in New Jersey this 
weekend." 

On top of all that, 
Crowther· has. a· stock cow 
herd, a backgroundjng and 
grating operation and con
tinu,es proiluc>ng the line of 

horses started by his dad, 
Ron, over half a century 
ago. 

"We always had horses. I 
really ·don't know anything 
but horses, cattle and being 
a cowboy," Crowther de
clared. "My grandfather 
sold horses to the Army, my 
dad got in the horse busi
ness and I've just followed 
family tradition." 

People frequently ask 
Crowther about his first 
horse. "Unlike most people, 
I really can't remember the 
first horse of my own," he 
related. "We always had 
horses, and I'd start riding 
one, then dad would sell it. 
I always had a horse, but 
some not too long." 

Involvement in 4-H put 
Crowther in the show ring 

with his family's home
raised champion Quarter 
Horses. ''I did most of my 
showing in 4-H, even though 
our horses were very suc
cessfUl at registered 
shows," Crowther said. "We 
usually sent them with pro
fessional trainers, but we 
did exhibit ourselves." 

·crowther Quarter Hors
es at one time was a leading 
breeder and had high 
standings in the American 
Quarter Horse Association. 
"We always had from 75 to 
100 Quarter Horse mares 
when I was growing 'up," 
Crowther recognized. "Dad 
dispersed his m8res in 

1975, and I bought several 
for myself." 

Until recently, Crowther 
has kept about 20 regis
tered mares to raise foals. 
"I've reduced down to eight 
now, and I still have three 
studs," he noted. "They all 
go back to Dad's horses, fea·~ 
turing the mare Miss 
Amber and the stallion 
Jimmy Mac Bee. I'll always 
keep a few mares with 
these bloodlines." 

While in high school, 
Crowther graduated from 
winning junior steer rid
ings to collecting bull rid
ing titles. "I never did go to 
high school rodeos, but by 



Jim Crowther of Roxbury has diverse interests in rodeo 
livestock, but raising bucking bulls he claims is the most 
exciting part of his l:lusiness. About 50 potential buck
ing bulls are preduced l')ach year, With about 90 percent 
making it into bucking strings throughout the country.· 

the time I was 16, I was com
peting heavily in amateur 
rodeos," Crowther recalled. 

With an impressive ride 
record, Crowther won year
end bull riding awards in 
several · amateur associa
tions. "! eventually got my 
PRCA card and did pretty 
good at the pro rodeos," he 
commented. "Then I decid
ed to start producing· 
rodeos. I figured it would 
be longer term than riding 
bulls." 

.Sev<i~aF J5ucldng bulls 

were already owned by 
Crowther for practice stock. 
"I jnst had to add a few 
broncs, calves and dogging 
steers, and we produced 
some small rodeos around
home," he recollected. 
"Soon, we had people call
ing us froQJ. farther awaY,. 
and we continued to grow." 

Ron Crowther;· who 
passed away in. _1999, man
aged· the backgi<mnding 
and grazing cattle at the 
ranch and was..al~art of 
the~ rodeo' busin~iis: 'J)ad 

stayed home to do chores 
when I'd head off to a 
rodeo," Crowther credited, 
"but he'd always come to 
the rodeo performances, if 
at all possible." 

Longtime rodeo contrac
tors Floyd ~umford Jr. of 
Abbyville and Jake Jacob
son of Delia were credited 
by Crowther for assistance, 
advice and friendship dnr
ing his personal rodeo com
petition years and in the 
formation and success of 
his own productions. 

Abont 75 bucking horses 
are kept at the Crowther 
headquarters. "l raised 
nearly all of these broncs, 
but I've dispersed my buck-

. ing horse mares now," he 

professed. "It's cheaper in 
the long run to buy proven 
broncs, because it takes so 
long to raise a horse, and 
they don't all turn out to be 
rodeo quality. 

"Sin.ee I'~e formed the 
partnership with Jerry Nel
son, I c:;an get broncs from 
him. He has over 350 head 
of bucking horses," 
Crowther advised. 

The best bronc Crowther 
has owned was a bareback 
horse called UPS. '"I sold 
him to Sammy Andrews 
Rodeo Company, Detroit, 
Texas, and UPS qualified 
for the National Finals 
Rodeo several years," the 
contractor relayed. 

As a competition bull 

Grass & Grain, OctOber 16, 2007 Page 11 
rider, Crowther wasn't only 

·interested in how the bulls 
bucked, but also about 
where they came from and 
how they were bred. "When 
the other cowboys would go 
parcying after the- rodeo, I'd 
go to the contractor and 
visit with him about his 
bulls," Crowther confirmed. 

Charlie Plumme.r of 
Sayre, Okla., had one of the 
toughest strings of bucking 
bulls around, and they were 
all home-raised bulls. 
"Charlie was a rough old 

cowboy, but he knew his 
bulls," Crowther described. 
"His cows went back to top 
bucking ·bulls in the '50s. 
Charlie wouldn't nsually 
sell cows, but he took a lik
ing to me and sold me six 
heifers and a bull. That was 
my start in 1977. 

"After Charlie passed 
away, I bought two more 
bulls. I have 100 cows to 
raise bucking bulls now, 
and all of them go back to 

Continued on page 12 
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Charlie Plummer," Crow
ther continued. The buck~ 
ing line inclUdes a diverse 
cross of breeds, with only a 
small percentage of Brah
man, even though it is usu
ally apparent by the in
crease in hump, dewlap 
and sheath. 

Cows are mated natural
ly to top JC and Frontier 
bulls and artificially to 
other proven bucking bulls, 
"We have about 50 bull 
calves a year with potential 
to be rodeo stock;' Crow
ther stated. "It is interest
ing that about 9IJ percent of 
the calves out of our bulls 
are rodeo quality, but not 
near that many of the A.I.
sired calves make top 
rodeo bulls. There may be 
one that is really super, and 
the rest are mediocre." 

Determining if a bull 
will buck is no short term 
deal. "We'll buck the bulls 
with a dummy on as year
lings and then- again with 
tbe dumin•y as two-year
olds, before we put live rid- · 
ers on," he explained. "We 
usually have to cull some 
along the ·way. We'll start 
hauling the bulls to ama
teur rodeos as three-Year-

. olds." 
Crowther bucking bulls 

are not only in his strings, 
but in rodeo outfits 
throughout the country. 
"That's how I became ac-

quainted with Jerry Nel
son," Crowther remem
bered. "He beard about a 
bull I had, and I ended up 
selling him that bull and 
several more. Jerry is the 
biggest bull breeder in the 
United States." 

Many of the bucking 
bulls Crowther has pro
duced have qualified for 
the Professional Bull Rider 
Finals and the National Fi
nals Rodeo. Crowther con
siders 51L (Hurt So Good), 
BIL (Silent Angell and Bone 
Collector his three best 
bulls. "They've all had an 
influence ill our herd~:· he 
recognized. "I've ' now 
leased a world champion 
bucking bull, Moody Blues, 
to breed to some cows." 

Bucking bulls have their 
own registry, The American 
Bucking Bull, Inc. "They 
have futurities and sales to 
market potential bucking 
hnlls1" Crowther informed. 
"The bulls are bucked as 

yearlings with dummies at 
a special sale in Las Vegas." 

Some Crowther bucking 
bulls are consigned to 
those events and to- other 
rodeo livestock sales. "We 
had 80 bulls at Williston, 
N.D., just last week," Crow
ther explained. "There was. 
a real strong demand." 

Rodeo bulls are big busi
ness. "A number of top ath
letes and entertainers have 
invested in bucking bulls," 
Crowther acknowledged. 

Many bulls are sold pri
vate treaty. "We haven't had 
any trouble selling onr 
bulls so far," Crowther said. 
"With the numbers we're 
getting though, we may 
have a bucking bull produc
tion sale in the future." 

Father of four children, 
all who've been involved in 
the rodeo business, 
Crowther credited his wife 
Darla for her work. "We 
wouldn't be able to do all of 
this without Darla keeping 

everything in order. It's a 
full time job, even though 
she also does some substi
tute teaching," Crowther 
said. 

Their youngest daughter, 
Jacey, 11, is a barrel racer 
and flag bearer !.t JC 
Rodeos. "She's a cowgirl,," 
Crowther contended. "I can 
hardly keep her off a 
horse." 

His brother-in-law, Steve 
Crowther. is a partner in 
the McPherson CountY' 
farming and cattle opera
tions. "I'm not a farmer," 
Crowther said. "I just help 
out when Steve tells me to 
do something." They also 
have a full time hired 
man, Eric Jensen. "We defi
nitely couldn't do it all 

without him," Crowther 
confirmed. 

Obviously, with as many 
as five events on some 
weekends, Crowther· can't 
go everywhere his livestock 
is. "I try to make as many as 
I can, but I usually end up 
going to the ones closest to 
home," he evaluated. "I 
have real gO_od employees 
who can take the st6ck 
wherever it needs to go." 

Rodeo is the life of Jim 
Crowther, and it will con
tinue to be. "My goal is to 
raise the best bucking bulls 
in the country, produce as 
many events as we can and 
hopefully sell some bulls 
along the way as the cream 
of the business/' he con
cluded. 



Rodeo Contractor Finds Raising Bucking Bulls Best Part Of Cowboy Life 

The champion cowboy is raising champion bucking bulls. 
He has plenty of horses too, but bulls are what get Jim Crowther's adrenaline flowing most these days. 
"I get real excited raising these bulls," Crowther admitted. "It's such a challenge to see what cow and bull 

matings will produce top bucking bulls, and just how far they can go." 
While the Crowther name has long been associated with top line Quarter Horses, Jim Crowther is now prob

ably best known as a rodeo stock contractor: JC Rodeo Company of Roxbury. 
"We started producing amateur rodeos in 1979 and now have about 25 amateur rodeos a year," noted 

Crowther, who also contracts for high school and college rodeos. 
There's more to the cowboy's diversity these days. "We formed Frontier Rodeo Company with Jerry Nelson 

of Winnie, Texas, in 2004, and through that partnership have about 10 Professional Rodeo Cowboy's Associ
ation sanctioned rodeos annually," Crowther calculated. 

Additionally, bucking bulls owned by the two rodeo companies are used in Professional Bull Riders compe
titions. "We put on about 20 PBR events ourselves each year," Crowther clarified. "We have a lot of them back 
east. There is one in New Jersey this weekend." 

On top of all that, Crowther has a stock cow herd, a backgrounding and grazing operation and continues 
producing the line of horses started by his dad, Ron, over half a century ago. 

"We always had horses. I really don't know anything but horses, cattle and being a cowboy," Crowther 
declared. "My grandfather sold horses to the Army, my dad got in the horse business and I've just followed 
family tradition." 

People frequently ask Crowther about his first horse. "Unlike most people, I really can't remember the first 
horse of my own," he related. "We always had horses, and I'd start riding one, then dad would sell it. I always 
had a horse, but some not too long." 

Involvement in 4-H put Crowther in the show ring with his family's home-raised champion Quarter Horses. 
"I did most of my showing in 4-H, even though our horses were very successful at registered shows," Crowther 
said. "We usually sent them with professional trainers, but we did exhibit ourselves." 

Crowther Quarter Horses at one time was a leading breeder and had high standings in the American Quar
ter Horse Association. "We always had from 75 to 100 Quarter Horse mares when I was growing up," Crowther 
recognized. "Dad dispersed his mares in 1975, and I bought several for myself." 

Until recently, Crowther has kept about 20 registered mares to raise foals. "I've reduced down to eight now, 
and I still have three studs," he noted. "They all go back to Dad's horses, featuring the mare Miss Amber and 
the stallion Jimmy Mac Bee. I'll always keep a few mares with these bloodlines." 

While in high school, Crowther graduated from winning junior steer ridings to collecting bull riding titles. "I 
never did go to high school rodeos, but by the time I was 16, I was competing heavily in amateur rodeos," 
Crowther recalled. 

With an impressive ride record, Crowther won year-end bull riding awards in several amateur associations. 
"I eventually got my PRCA card and did pretty good at the pro rodeos," he commented. "Then I decided to start 
producing rodeos. I figured it would be longer term than riding bulls." 

Several bucking bulls were already owned by Crowther for practice stock. "I just had to add a few broncs, 
calves and dogging steers, and we produced some small rodeos around home," he recollected. "Soon, we had 
people calling us from farther away, and we continued to grow." 

Ron Crowther, who passed away in 1999, managed the backgrounding and grazing cattle at the ranch and 
was also part of the rodeo business. "Dad stayed home to do chores when I'd head off to a rodeo," Crowther 
credited, "but he'd always come to the rodeo performances, if at all possible." 

Longtime rodeo contractors Floyd Rumford Jr. of Abbyville and Jake Jacobson of Delia were credited by 
Crowther for assistance, advice and friendship during his personal rodeo competition years and in the forma
tion and success of his own productions. 

About 75 bucking horses are kept at the Crowther headquarters. "I raised nearly all of these broncs, but I've 
dispersed my bucking horse mares now," he professed. "It's cheaper in the long run to buy proven broncs, 
because it takes so long to raise a horse, and they don't all turn out to be rodeo quality. 

"Since I've formed the partnership with Jerry Nelson, I can get broncs from him. He has over 350 head of 
bucking horses," Crowther advised. 

The best bronc Crowther has owned was a bareback horse called UPS. "I sold him to Sammy Andrews 
Rodeo Company, Detroit, Texas, and UPS qualified for the National Finals Rodeo several years," the contrac
tor relayed. 

As a competition bull rider, Crowther wasn't only interested in how the bulls bucked, but also about where 
they came from and how they were bred. "When the other cowboys would go partying after the rodeo, I'd go 
to the contractor and visit with him about his bulls," Crowther confirmed. 



Charlie Plummer of Sayre, Okla., had one of the toughest strings of bucking bulls around, and they were all 
home-raised bulls. "Charlie was a rough old cowboy, but he knew his bulls," Crowther described. "His cows 
went back to top bucking bulls in the '50s. Charlie wouldn't usually sell cows, but he took a liking to me and 
sold me six heifers and a bull. That was my start in 1977. 

"After Charlie passed away, I bought two more bulls. I have 100 cows to raise bucking bulls now, and all of 
them go back to Charlie Plummer," Crowther continued. The bucking line includes a diverse cross of breeds, 
with only a small percentage of Brahman, even though it is usually apparent by the increase in hump, dewlap 
and sheath. 

Cows are mated naturally to top JC and Frontier bulls and artificially to other proven bucking bulls. "We have 
about 50 bull calves a year with potential to be rodeo stock," Crowther stated. "II is interesting that about 90 
percent of the calves out of our bulls are rodeo quality, but not near that many of the A. I.-sired calves make top 
rodeo bulls. There may be one that is really super, and the rest are mediocre." 

Determining if a bull will buck is no short term deal. "We'll buck the bulls with a dummy on as yearlings and 
then again with the dummy as two-year-olds, before we put live riders on," he explained. "We usually have to 
cull some along the way. We'll start hauling the bulls to amateur rodeos as three-year-olds." 

Crowther bucking bulls are not only in his strings, but in rodeo outfits throughout the country. "That's how I 
became acquainted with Jerry Nelson," Crowther remembered. "He heard about a bull I had, and I ended up 
selling him that bull and several more. Jerry is the biggest bull breeder in the United States." 

Many of the bucking bulls Crowther has produced have qualified for the Professional Bull Rider Finals and 
the National Finals Rodeo. Crowther considers 51 L (Hurt So Good), 81 L (Silent Angel) and Bone Collector his 
three best bulls. "They've all had an influence in our herd," he recognized. "I've now leased a world champion 
bucking bull, Moody Blues, to breed to some cows." 

Bucking bulls have their own registry, The American Bucking Bull, Inc. "They have futurities and sales to 
market potential bucking bulls," Crowther informed. "The bulls are bucked as yearlings with dummies at a spe
cial sale in Las Vegas." 

Some Crowther bucking bulls are consigned to those events and to other rodeo livestock sales. "We had 80 
bulls at Williston, N.D., just last week," Crowther explained. "There was a real strong demand." 

Rodeo bulls are big business. "A number of top athletes and entertainers have invested in bucking bulls," 
Crowther acknowledged. 

Many bulls are sold private treaty. "We haven't had any trouble selling our bulls so far," Crowther said. "With 
the numbers we're getting though, we may have a bucking bull production sale in the future." 

Father of four children, all who've been involved in the rodeo business, Crowther credited his wife Darla for 
her work. "We wouldn't be able to do all of this without Darla keeping everything in order. It's a full time job, 
even though she also does some substitute teaching," Crowther said. 

Their youngest daughter, Jacey, 11, is a barrel racer and flag bearer at JC Rodeos. "She's a cowgirl," 
Crowther contended. "I can hardly keep her off a horse." 

His brother-in-law, Steve Crowther, is a partner in the McPherson County farming and cattle operations. "I'm 
not a farmer," Crowther said. "I just help out when Steve tells me to do something." They also have a full time 
hired man, Eric Jensen. "We definitely couldn't do it all without him," Crowther confirmed. 

Obviously, with as many as five events on some weekends, Crowther can't go everywhere his livestock is. 
"I try to make as many as I can, but I usually end up going to the ones closest to home," he evaluated. "I have 
real good employees who can take the stock wherever it needs to go." 

Rodeo is the life of Jim Crowther, and it will continue to be. "My goal is to raise the best bucking bulls in the 
country, produce as many events as we can and hopefully sell some bulls along the way as the cream of the 
business," he concluded. 



Jim Crowther of Roxbury has diverse interests in rodeo livestock, but rais
ing bucking bulls he claims is the most exciting part of his business. About 
50 potential bucking bulls are produced each year, with about 90 percent 
making it into bucking strings throughout the country. On a two-year-old roan 
Quarter Horse gelding, featuring bloodlines used by his dad, Ron, over 50 
years ago, Crowther reviewed the bucking bull breeding, growing, develop
ing and marketing program. 


