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for The loue Of Horses 
t'3Ji 'fran~ J. t'3ud1man 

Lifelong Cowboy Analyzes 
Proper Cattle Handling Techniques 

"Slow, easy and quiet are 
the three most essential cri
teria for handling cattle." 

That advice comes from 
Kenneth Muller, 78, lifelong 
cowboy at Council Grove. 

"It's not really a secret, 
but a lot of cowboys don't do 
that. They get in too much of 
a hurry," continued the Mor
ris County rancher. "If you 
practice these things, don't 
crowd and push, wrecks and 

accidents working with cat
tle can usually be prevent
ed. There's less stress on 
cattle, horses and cowboys." 

Certainly, Muller is qual
ified to make those evalua
tions based on his career as 
a custom cowboy over a 60-
mile radius of his Muller 
Ranch headquarters. From 
the time cattle were turned 
to grass in the spring, until 
fall gatherings were com-

pleted, there was seldom a 
day from the late '50s 
through the early '90s that 
Muller wasn't helping some
body somewhere. 

Nobody knows Kenneth 
Muller without his hat, the 
sign of his profession, but 
the cowboy is actually rec
ognized over a wide area for 
his diverse abilities with 
horses, livestock and people. 

Before delving into those 

recollections, the cowboy 
elaborated on cattle han
dling procedures. "We just 
returned from a bus trip 
throughout the West, and 
there's no place better in 
the world to raise cattle 
than these Flint Hills. This 
is the best grass land in the 
world," Muller emphasized. 

"I've been analyzing how 
a cow thinks," Muller said. 
"Iften cowboys, or even one, 
come up on a herd of cattle 
like they're in a horse race, 
the cattle are going to scat
ter and head for the brush. 

"We ride in our cattle 
throughout the summer and 
talk to them. They aren't 
scared when we move into 
them slow and easy," he 
added. "There are certain 
gates cattle just will not go 
through without a fight, and 
we figure out why and 
change our procedure. 

"Gathering cattle is fun, 
but we are dead serious 

from the time we get to the 
pasture until we have the 
work done. Then ~we will 
relax. Since we've been han
dling our cattle slower and 
being more selective of the 
cowboys we get to help, 
we've been able to.get more 
done with less help. We 
hardly ever have a wreck," 
Muller summarized. 

Continuing a sentimental 
journey, Muller recalled his 
early years. Son of Fred and 
Nora Muller, he worked 
horses on the farm, but he 
always had cowboy in his 
heart. It wasn't until Muller 
was 10 years old that he ac
tually got his first experi
ences as a cowboy. 

"Our neighbor Newt Mc
Culle was an old time cow
boy, and he's really the first 
one I learned from about 
being a cowboy," Muller con
firmed. "If you got in a wreck 
or got bucked off, Newt 
wouldn't ask how you were, 

he'd say: 'Well did you learn 
anything?', so it wouldn't 
happeD. again." · 

In those days, horses 
weren't hauled by cowboys; 
they were ridden. "We'd get 
up early and ride to pas
tures to work, and we'd ride 
back," Muller recalled. "We 
got our horses broke be
cause we rode them." 

Neighbors to the east of 
Muller's childhood home on 
Four Mile Creek were Andy 
and Helen Olson, who he 
credited for mu_ch of his 
early knowledge. "They were· 
excellent horse and cattle 
people,'' Muller compliment
ed. "!was able to help the Ol
sons work cattle and became 
acquainted with a lot of 
prominent cattlemen." 

The Olsons were respon
sible for Muller becoming a 
Four Mile 4-H Club member 
at age 15, older than most 
youngsters become involved 
in that program. "They 
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helped me learn to judge 
'iivestock and get up in front 
of people and talk," Muller 
noted. High individual in 
th" livestock judging contest 
at the Wichita Fat Stock 
Show one year, Muller re~ 
ceived a trip to the National 
4-H Congress for his out
standing 4-H achievements. 

While he started out rid
ing a pony for a short peri-

. od; ·Muller's first main horse 
was a chestnut mare called 
Babe. "I bought her from 
Elmer Buchman's farm sale. 

spoiled, wouldn't tie and 
was a real handful," Muller 
admitted. "Babe wasn't a 
bucking horse, but she did 
about everything else. It 
took' me a long time, yet she 
turned out to be an excel
lent horse." 

Actually Babe, who was 
called Grandma in her sen
ior years, was the founda
tion for Muller's reputable 
Quarter Horse operation. 
"She was. out of Emmett 
Roberts' old Billy horse, and 
I got her appendix regis
tered in the American Quar
ter Horse Assoc_iation," 

Horses are turned out to big pastures now, but Kenneth 
Muller, lifelong Council Grove cowboy, has worked cat
tle in a 60-mile ril"i:!itlsc"f his ranch over the past 70 

Muller qualified. 
One summer was spent 

working as herdsman for 
Ralph and Jim Collier of 
Alta Vista, who had a promi
nent Shorthorn herd. "I 
thought I wanted to do that 
for a profession, but after 
working for them I changed 
my mind," Muller critiqued. 
"The Colliers were the best 
people a person could ever 
ask for, but I always wanted 
to be a cowboy." 

After service in the 
Army, Muller returned to 
the farm. "I was a horse trad
er for a couple of years with 
Richard Reed," he quoted. 
"Now that's really a joke, but 
we did make enough with 
horses to buy a stallion 
called Peppy Creek, in part
nership. He was a big, stout 
horse, and I rode him a lot. 
We bred a lot of mares to 
him before I sold my inter
est." 

Muller also had three 
other studs, including 
AQHA champion Bars 
Choice. "I owned him in a 
partnership too and didn't 

have him that long, but I do 
have a saddle that he won. 
He was high point horse at 
several shows in the short 
period we had him," Muller 
calculated. 

Competing in many regis~ 
tered Quarter Horse shows, 
Muller-bred horses collect
ed several top honors. 

Active in leadership of 
the county fair, Extension 
board and 4-H club work, 
Muller and his first wife, 
Donna, had three children: 
Suzanne, Richard and Todd, 
who was incapacitated. "Our 
children were very involved 
and successful in 4-H,'' 
Muller commented. "My one 
dream for our children was 
that they could attend the 
National 4-H Congress like 
I'd done. 

"''m really happy. that 
Su~anne won the trip in the 
ho.rse project, and Richard 
won in the swine project," 
Muller said with an uncon~ 
trollable tear in his eye. 

A judge at area horse 
shows, and occasionally 
other livestock competi-
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tions, Muller coached the 
county 4-H horse judging 
team for several years. 

"In those days, the top 
five contestants in the horse 
judging contest at the state 
fair got to go to a national 
competition in Pennsylva~ 
nia, but you 'had to be a cer
tain age," Muller continued 
sentimentally. "Suzanne 
ranked in the top five one 
year, but was too young to 
go. She said, 'That's all right 
Dad, I'll just come back and 
qualify next year.' Suzanne 
sure enough did and went to 
the national contest, where 

she placed high." 
Exhibitor of many county 

fair horse winners, Suzanne 
also showed champion hors
es at the Kansas State Fair. 

The Muller children fol
lowed in their father's boot 
steps as horseback riders. 

"Richard started riding a 
$27.50 black pony his grand
father bought for him," 
Muller remembered. "He 
enjoyed going with me 
checking pastures. I didn't 
insist on his help; he just 
wanted to go. Richard is an 
excellent cowboy. 

Continued on page 14 
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"Suzanne really didn't do 

all that much pasture and 
cattle work, but she was an 
outstanding rider," con
firmed Muller. "We raised 
several top show horses out 
of the stallion, Darins Skip, 
that Dean Smith was stand
ing several years, and 
Suzanne showed and rode 
them to many awards." 

Instrumental in forma
tion and leadership in the 
early years of the Morris 
County Youth Rodeo Associ
ation, Muller announced 
many of the junior rodeos. 
He was the brainchild of the 
group sponsoring the first 
ranch rodeo in the area, and 
the Muller Ranch won that 
annual fall competition one 
year, "I still think those 

ranch rodeos are one of the 
best events in this part of 
the country," he declared. 

While cattle were always 
the emphasis at the Muller 
Ranch, Kenneth and 
Richard had a large farrow
to-finish hog operation as 
well as a custom hog pro
gram for many years. "It was 
an important part of our 
program, but the big corpo
rations pushed out the small 
hog farmers," Muller stated. 

All of the Muller Ranch 
is now grassland, with the 
farmland seeded to brome 
and fescue. "We had a cow 
herd of 250 head at a peak 
and usually backgrounded 
and grazed cattle of our 
own," Muller related. "Now 
Richard and I custom graze 
cattle on over 6,000 acres in 

the summer, and we also 
usually custom handle a 
cowherd and stockers dur
ing the winter." 

Competing in amateur 
roping competitions in his 
younger years, Muller was 
always handy when it came 
necessary to rope and doc
tor cattle in the pasture. 
However, a horse accident 
injured his shoulder a few 
years ago, and Muller can't 
rope anymore. 

"I used to team rope with 
Richard at jackpots, and I 

wanted to stay healthy long 
enough to rope with my 
grandson Ty, who is a college 
baseball player in Califor
nia," Muller said. "Ty wants 
to learn to rope, but I won't 
be able to rope with him." 

Suzanne, office furniture 
retailer at Salina, has a 
daughter, Megan, who is fol
lowing in family footsteps, 
collecting 4-H recognitions. 

In off-seasons, Kenny 
and Richard build fence for 
other ranchers. Muller has 
also taken up leather work. " 

His wife, Eleanor, mother 
of two daughters, Ja Nell 
and Cindy, and grandmother 
of thi-ee, shares his work 
room painting widely ac
claimed pieces of artwork. 

Nobody could believe it, 
and Muller is shy to adlllit 
he owns a 4-wheeler. "I did
n't really think I'd ever have 
one, and I definitely don't 
use it to work cattle," Muller 
contended. "If we're missing 
cattle or fence needs fixed, I 
will take the 4-wheeler." 

While he's at times had 

two dozen horses, Muller 
and his son just have three 
now. "That's all we need. We 
use them hard, but we take 
care of them." His personal 
horse is a 14-year-old geld
ing called Cash. 

"I've really enjoyed my 
life as a cowboy in these 
great Flint Hills. There's 
nothing I'd rather do than 
ride my horse across the 
pasture after cattle. I can 
still ride, and I plan to keep 
riding and looking after cat
tle,'' Muller concluded. 



Diverse Life For Council Grove Rancher 
Lifelong Cowboy Analyzes Proper Cattle Handling Techniques 

"Slow, easy and quiet are the three most essential criteria for handling cattle." 
That advice comes from Kenneth Muller, 78, lifelong cowboy at Council Grove. 
"It's not really a secret, but a lot of cowboys don't do that. They get in too much of a hurry," continued the 

Morris County rancher. "If you practice these things, don't crowd and push, wrecks and accidents working with 
cattle can usually be prevented. There's less stress on cattle, horses and cowboys." 

Certainly, Muller is qualified to make those evaluations based on his career as a custom cowboy over a 60-
mile radius of his Muller Ranch headquarters. From the time cattle were turned to grass in the spring, until fall 
gatherings were completed, there was seldom a day from the late '50s through the early '90s that Muller was
n't helping somebody somewhere. 

Nobody knows Kenneth Muller without his hat, the sign of his profession, but the cowboy is actually recog
nized over a wide area for his diverse abilities with horses, livestock and people. 

Before delving into those recollections, the cowboy elaborated on cattle handling procedures. "We just 
returned from a bus trip throughout the West, and there's no place better in the world to raise cattle than these 
Flint Hills. This is the best grass land in the world," Muller emphasized. 

"I've been analyzing how a cow thinks," Muller said. "If ten cowboys, or even one, come up on a herd of cat
tle like they're in a horse race, the cattle are going to scatter and head for the brush. 

"We ride in our cattle throughout the summer and talk to them. They aren't scared when we move into them 
slow and easy," he added. "There are certain gates cattle just will not go through without a fight, and we figure 
out why and change our procedure. 

"Gathering cattle is fun, but we are dead serious from the time we get to the pasture until we have the work 
done. Then we will relax. Since we've been handling our cattle slower and being more selective of the cow
boys we get to help, we've been able to get more done with less help. We hardly ever have a wreck," Muller 
summarized. 

Continuing a sentimental journey, Muller recalled his early years. Son of Fred and Nora Muller, he worked 
horses on the farm, but he always had cowboy in his heart. It wasn't until Muller was 10 years old that he actu
ally got his first experiences as a cowboy. 

"Our neighbor Newt McCulla was an old time cowboy, and he's really the first one I learned from about being 
a cowboy," Muller confirmed. "If you got in a wreck or got bucked off, Newt wouldn't ask how you were, he'd 
say: 'Well did you learn anything?', so it wouldn't happen again." 

In those days, horses weren't hauled by cowboys; they were ridden. "We'd get up early and ride to pastures 
to work, and we'd ride back," Muller recalled. "We got our horses broke because we rode them." 

Neighbors to the east of Muller's childhood home on Four Mile Creek were Andy and Helen Olson, who he 
credited for much of his early knowledge. "They were excellent horse and cattle people," Muller compliment
ed. "I was able to help the Olsons work cattle and became acquainted with a lot of prominent cattlemen." 

The Olsons were responsible for Muller becoming a Four Mile 4-H Club member at age 15, older than most 
youngsters become involved in that program. "They helped me learn to judge livestock and get up in front of 
people and talk," Muller noted. High individual in the livestock judging contest at the Wichita Fat Stock Show 
one year, Muller received a trip to the National 4-H Congress for his outstanding 4-H achievements. 

While he started out riding a pony for a short period, Muller's first main horse was a chestnut mare called 
Babe. "I bought her from Elmer Buchman's farm sale. She was five years old, spoiled, wouldn't tie and was a 
real handful," Muller admitted. "Babe wasn't a bucking horse, but she did about everything else. It took me a 
long time, yet she turned out to be an excellent horse." 

Actually Babe, who was called Grandma in her senior years, was the foundation for Muller's reputable Quar
ter Horse operation. "She was out of Emmett Roberts' old Billy horse, and I got her appendix registered in the 
American Quarter Horse Association," Muller qualified. 

One summer was spent working as herdsman for Ralph and Jim Collier of Alta Vista, who had a prominent 
Shorthorn herd. "I thought I wanted to do that for a profession, but after working for them I changed my mind," 
Muller critiqued. "The Colliers were the best people a person could ever ask for, but I always wanted to be a 
cowboy." 

After service in the Army, Muller returned to the farm. "[was a horse trader for a couple of years with Richard 
Reed," he quoted. "Now that's really a joke, but we did make enough with horses to buy a stallion called Peppy 
Creek, in partnership. He was a big, stout horse, and I rode him a lot. We bred a lot of mares to him before I 
sold my interest." 

Muller also had three other studs, including AQHA champion Bars Choice. "I owned him in a partnership too 
and didn't have him that long, but I do have a saddle that he won. He was high point horse at several shows 
in the short period we had him," Muller calculated. 



Competing in many registered Quarter Horse shows, Muller-bred horses collected several top honors. 
Active in leadership of the county fair, Extension board and 4-H club work, Muller and his first wife, Donna, 

had three children: Suzanne, Richard and Todd, who was incapacitated. "Our children were very involved and 
successful in 4-H," Muller commented. "My one dream for our children was that they could attend the Nation
al 4-H Congress like I'd done. 

"I'm really happy that Suzanne won the trip in the horse project, and Richard won in the swine project," 
Muller said with an uncontrollable tear in his eye. 

A judge at area horse shows, and occasionally other livestock competitions, Muller coached the county 4-H 
horse judging team for several years. 

"In those days, the top five contestants in the horse judging contest at the state fair got to go to a national 
competition in Pennsylvania, but you had to be a certain age," Muller continued sentimentally. "Suzanne 
ranked in the top five one year, but was too young to go. She said, 'That's all right Dad, I'll just come back and 
qualify next year.' Suzanne sure enough did and went to the national contest, where she placed high." 

Exhibitor of many county fair horse winners, Suzanne also showed champion horses at the Kansas State 
Fair. One year she had both the grand and reserve grand champion halter horses. 

The Muller children followed in their father's boot steps as horseback riders. 
"Richard started riding a $27.50 black pony his grandfather bought for him," Muller remembered. "He 

enjoyed going with me checking pastures. I didn't insist on his help; he just wanted to go. Richard is an excel
lent cowboy. 

"Suzanne really didn't do all that much pasture and cattle work, but she was an outstanding rider," confirmed 
Muller. "We raised several top show horses out of the stallion, Darins Skip, that Dean Smith was standing sev
eral years, and Suzanne showed and rode them to many awards." 

Instrumental in formation and leadership in the early years of the Morris County Youth Rodeo Association, 
Muller announced many of the junior rodeos. He was the brainchild of the group sponsoring the first ranch 
rodeo in the area, and the Muller Ranch won that annual fall competition one year. "I still think those ranch 
rodeos are one of the best events in this part of the country," he declared. 

While cattle were always the emphasis at the Muller Ranch, Kenneth and Richard had a large farrow-to-fin
ish hog operation as well as a custom hog program for many years. "It was an important part of our program, 
but the big corporations pushed out the small hog farmers," Muller stated. 

All of the Muller Ranch is now grassland, with the farmland seeded to brome and fescue. "We had a cow 
herd of 250 head at a peak and usually backgrounded and grazed cattle of our own," Muller related. "Now 
Richard and I custom graze cattle on over 6,000 acres in the summer, and we also usually custom handle a 
cowherd and stockers during the winter." 

Competing in amateur roping competitions in his younger years, Muller was always handy when it came 
necessary to rope and doctor cattle in the pasture. However, a horse accident injured his shoulder a few years 
ago, and Muller can't rope anymore. 

"I used to team rope with Richard at jackpots, and I wanted to stay healthy long enough to rope with my 
grandson Ty, who is a college baseball player in California," Muller said. "Ty wants to learn to rope, but I won't 
be able to rope with him." 

Suzanne, office furniture retailer at Salina, has a daughter, basketball star Megan, who is following in fami
ly footsteps, collecting 4-H recognitions. 

In off-seasons, Kenny and Richard build fence for other ranchers. Muller has also taken up leather work. "I 
got a new sewing machine and make breast collars, bridles, reins and plier's holders. This is not for the money, 
but I sure enjoy doing it," said Muller, who emphasized he's developed a deeply strong faith in the past few 
years. 

His wife, Eleanor, mother of two daughters, Ja Nell and Cindy, and grandmother of three, shares his work 
room painting widely acclaimed pieces of artwork. The couple travels to many horse and rodeo events through
out the country. 

Nobody could believe it, and Muller is shy to admit he owns a 4-wheeler. "I didn't really think I'd ever have 
one, and I definitely don't use it to work cattle," Muller contended. "If we're missing cattle or fence needs fixed, 
I will take the 4-wheeler. I ride my horse when the work needs to be done.'' 

While he's at times had two dozen horses, Muller and his son just have three now. "That's all we need. We 
use them hard, but we take care of them," he recognized. His personal horse is a 14-year-old gelding called 
Cash. "I've had him for 10 years, and if a cow starts to get back, he'll sure get her turned," Muller verified. 

"I've really enjoyed my life as a cowboy in these great Flint Hills. There's nothing I'd rather do than ride my 
horse across the pasture after cattle. I can still ride, and I plan to keep riding and looking after cattle," Muller 
concluded. 



Kenneth Muller, Council Grove cowboy, now 
spends many of his winter days making and 
repairing leather goods for horses and horsemen. 
He has a new leather sewing machine in his 
Muller Ranch home. 

Horses are turned out to big pastures now, but 
Kenneth Muller, lifelong Council Grove cowboy, 
has worked cattle in a 60-rnile radius of his ranch 
over the past 70 years. Through this experience, 
he's developed procedures for gathering and 
working cattle more efficient and less stressful on 
cowboys, horses and cattle. 




