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Canton Horseman Inducted Into The Kansas Cowboy Hall Of Fame 
For The Love Of Horses 
By Frank]. Buchman 

He's a real cowboy. 
There are diverse defi

nitions that can be used 
for cowboy, and Duane 
Walker fits every one of 
them. 

'The Canton cowboy's 
long list of lifetime 
achievements, many 
prestigious, was most ac
curately and concisely 
recognized when he was 
inducted this year into 
the Kansas Cowboy Hall 
of Fame. 

Among five honored at 
the Dodge City ceremony 
for their contributions to 
the western life, Walker 

was named in the ranch
er-cattleman category. 
That he is, along with 
much more. 

"A cowboy is really 
all I ever wanted to be," 
Walker verified. 

Raised as a cowboy 
near Brookville, Walker 
graduated as valedicto- . 
rian of his high school 
class before attending 
Fort Hays State Univer
sity. He operated Canton 
Elevator Company as 
president and manager 
40 years, and retired to 
be a fulltime cowboy in 
1998. 

A cattle feeding opera
tion has always been part 
of Walker's endeavors, 

along with an internation
ally-acclaimed Quarter 
Horse breeding program. 
Several stallions, and a 
handful of genetically
superior mare lines, 
have greatly attributed to 
Walker's Tee Jay Quarter 
Horse Ranch success, 
but one big, gray horse 
stands out from all ofthe 
rest. 

"H Jackie Bee had 
been a man instead of a 
horse, he'd have been the· 
type of man you'd like to 
partner up with; the kind 
of man you'd be proud 
to call a friend," Walker 
recogoized. 

Jackie Bee sired 1,009 
foals from 29 crops, with 
a high percentage be
ing gray in color. "It 
was fortunate for us that 
he transmitted his color 
gene to many of his off
spring. That helped make 
them stand out from other 
horses," Walker claimed. 

In standings of the 
American Quarter Horse 
Association, a total of 
168 of Jackie's foals were 
halter point earners col-

mance point earners who 
won 3,966 performance 
points with 91 perfor
mance register of merit 
winners and eight supe
rior performance award 
recipients. Additionally, 
Jackie sired three world 
show champions, seven 
AQHA champions and 
ten youth AQHA cham
pions. 

"It is very important 
to me to emphasize that 
Jackie was truly a per
formance horse sire. He 
sired good-looking hors
es that rode with the very 
best," Walker stressed. 

"I owned anrl r.ared 
for this magoliicent aui
nial for 23 yf>~.~ nntii 
his death in late 1990," 
Walker commented. 
"What he meant to me 
was being a true friend 
and companion, trust
ed with my family and 
friends, and he never let 
me down. Jackie loved 
people, and they loved 
him."· 

A near-dispersal had 
already been planned 
before Jackie's death and 

years of our breeding 
program." Main sire in 
the program is now an 
outcross gray stallion, 
OT Seven Come Eleven. 

Walker and his wife of 
55 years, Jo, have four 
children: Tim, Kathy, 
Cindy and Dennis, who 
have always been part of 
the horse business, too. 

"Now my five grand
children and six great
grandchildren are show
ing and riding Jackie 
Bee-bred horses," Walker 
emphasized. Most sum
mer mornings at Walker's 
ranch ·are spent training 
these children on their 
l ·-~ ......... llV-l.::>v...,. 

Uniquely, WalkE>r n.r..d 
his most f~!nous stallion 
were inducted simulta
neously into the Ameri
can Quarter Horse As
sociation Hall of Fame 
in 2008. As a 31-year 
member of the AQHA 
Board of Directors, 
Walker, who has owned 
more than 1, 700 Quar
ter Horses, has served 
on several committees in 
that group. 

Walker was being one 
of seven stockmen hon
ored for a half-century of 
commitment to the Kan
sas Livestock Associa
tion. During the past 50 
years, Walker has served 
in many capacities of the 
group including being 
a director and a county 
committeeman. 

Serving two terms as 
president of the Kansas 
Quarter Horse Associa
tion, Walker was on the 
KQHA Board of Direc
tors 39 years, and now 
serves as an honorary 
lifetime director. He and 
Jackie are also inductees 
into the Kansas Quc::'·
Ho"'" Hail vf Fame. 

::.Jamed aB the 1999 
Kansas State TJnivP-ntlty 
Livestoc~ ~~-!YIP-at Indus
try Coune1i ·.., Stockrhm! t:.f 
the Year, Walker has heel, 
honored by the K-State 
Block & Bridle Club as 
a dedicatee at the Little 
American Royal. Walker 
was instrumental in foot
work for the equine cen
ter recently established 
on the KSU campus. 
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of 25 broodrnan,s, and 

all but three have Jackie 

Bee in their lineage. 

It is imC>orlant to 

Walker, who f oir•ted out: 

"These mares no arly all 

go back to two important 

mares, Irvin's B,J e and 

Miss Amber, who f.gured 

prominently in the early 

ter Horses is a long-term 

deal, a lifetim< effort for 

me," Walker inserted. "I 

am most grateful for the 

good fortune that Jackie 

Bee came and helped 

our operation along. He 

was truly that one great 

horse." 
Latest recognition for 

Most importantl:r, 

Walker credited, "My 

wife, Jo, is really the one 

who kept everything and 

everyone working togeth

er so we could get done 

what we did. The best 

thing of all is that she can 

still open and close every 

gate on the ranch." 


