
   Silver Buckle Drill Team, headquartered at
McPherson, will entertain at the Junction City Rodeo
July 20-21.

   It'll be a return performance as featured entertainer when
Amanda Payne of the One Armed Bandit Company comes to
the Junction City Rodeo, July 20-21, at Junction City.

   Miss Rodeo Junction City 2017-
2018 Morganne Kruse will crown
a new queen as a feature of the
Junction City Rodeo, July 20-21,at
Junction City.
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Full Slate Of Old Time Farming
Traditions And Entertainment 

At Meriden Threshing Show

   Harvest the old fashioned way will be demonstrated as highlight
of the 42nd annual Meriden Threshing Show.
   "Threshing will be featured, but we have a full schedule of
activities Friday through Sunday, July 20-21-22, at the Meriden
Antique Engine and Threshers Association grounds just east of
town on Highway K-4," according to Jess Noll, president.

  The annual
attraction has
been advertised
extensively on
580 WIBW,
Country 106.9
and The BIG
94.5 Country as

well as promoted on WibwNewsNow and the Kansas Ag Network.
   A flea market with craft spaces is planned throughout the show,
with concessions available at the chuck wagon.
   There'll be threshing Friday and Saturday at 10 o'clock, and at 2
o'clock all three days with a parade also at 1:30, every day.
  "This year we'll be featuring Ford, Fordson and Ferguson
tractors, along with orphans and oddballs. However, all tractor
and engine owners are welcome to participate," Noll said.
   A garden tractor pull is planned Friday evening at 7 o'clock,
Saturday morning at 9 o'clock, and Sunday morning at 11 o'clock.
   The children's pedal tractor pull has been scheduled at 3
o'clock, Saturday, followed by the antique tractor a pull at 4
o'clock.
   Entertainment will feature 4Closure Friday evening, and
Whiskey Rich is on stage Saturday evening. Both shows start at 8
o'clock.
   Bloomfield Church begins at 9 o'clock, Sunday, and there'll be a
slow tractor race at 10:30.
   In addition to these specially planned attractions, visitors can
tour Cottonwood Station, the living history town. They'll see the
Benedict Meyer log cabin built in 1854, among other replications
of life nearly two centuries ago.
   The most complete working blacksmith shop in the Midwest will
be in operation. A thick and thin sawmill is to be cutting lumber
each day.
   Information is available at www.meridenthreshers.org, and on
Facebook.
 

   Those attending the 42nd annual Meriden Threshing Show, July 20-21-22, can tour
the general store at Cottonwood Station, living history town.

Full Lineup Of Western Entertainment
For 25th Annual Junction City Rodeo

   It's the silver anniversary and Junction City Rodeo coordinators
are going all out for this year's competition July 20-21.
  "We're excited to welcome a full lineup of entertainment
complementing Kraft Rodeo Company's outstanding livestock,"
said Darryl Blocker, rodeo ramrod.
   Performances are at the Geary County Fairgrounds, Junction
City, starting at 7 o'clock each evening with several additional
features planned.
   The Western action has been advertised extensively on 580
WIBW, Country 106.9 and The BIG 94.5 Country as well as
promoted on WibwNewsNow and the Kansas Ag Network.
   Designated as Tough Enough To Wear Pink Night, the Friday,
July 20, rodeo will benefit cancer research, recognizing cancer
sufferers.

    Most appropriate for a
silver anniversary
celebration, the Silver Buckle
Drill Team kicks off the
evening and the rodeo
grand  entry is at 7:30.
   Cowboys and cowgirls
from through the Midwest
will compete in traditional
rodeo events.
   That includes bareback
bronc riding, ranch style

bronc riding, bull riding, mini bull riding, cowgirls' barrel race, calf
roping, breakaway roping, team roping.
   Kraft Rodeo Company at Abbyville has one of the top strings of
livestock in the country, Blocker said.
   There'll be special kid events each night including calf scramble,
boot scramble and mutton busting.
  Highlight of both
evenings' rodeos is to
be the return
performance of
Amanda Payne of the
One Armed Bandit
Company.
  Rodeo dances follow
each performance at
Coyote's Saloon
  Saturday morning,
July 21, at 10 o'clock,
a Special Needs Rodeo is planned.
  Everybody has been invited to wear red, white and blue for
Military Appreciation Night Saturday evening.
   All active service men and women and those formerly serving
for freedom of the country are to be recognized.
  The new Junction City Rodeo queen is to be crowned Saturday
evening by outgoing Miss Rodeo Junction City Morganne Kruse.
   The Silver Buckle Drill Team began in 2006 and is based out of
McPherson, where the group is supported by the McPherson
saddle club. Riders travel all over Kansas and into Missouri
performing at different venues including professional rodeos,
festivals, county fairs, and parades.
   The current team is young with the average age being 15-
years-old. These riders and their horses work to carry on the
tradition of speed, precision, and expertise in entertaining.
  This season's riders are: Claire Jordan, Erica Peterman, Clover
Parsons, Caylee Elliott, Alexis Jennings, Jenny Bruton, and Mariah
Peterman.
   Since 1988, John Payne has thrilled rodeo fans around the
world. He rides a variety of horses and mules in his exhibition of
genuine cowboy skills with longhorn steers, buffalo and wild
horses.
   Payne shares the spotlight with son Lynn and daughter Amanda
as the One Armed Bandit Company.
   Amanda J Payne, of Cherokee decent, saw first light on a
reservation in Pawnee, Oklahoma, on May 2, 1978.
   Mandy started riding horses as an infant where she learned to
keep up or get left behind. As the only girl to follow in her dad's
boot steps, Amanda stuck out on her own at the age of 18.
   Her son Patrick, the eldest and already quite the roper,
daughter Liza Jane and daughter Rowdy, the newest member of
the tribe, can often be seen with Mandy.

    Special needs children four years and
older and their siblings have been
invited to participate in the Saturday
morning events.       That'll include steer
roping, hand-rocked bareback riding,
horse carriage rides, and arena rides
with rodeo queen candidates.
   Miss Rodeo Junction City 2017-2018
Morganne Kruse is the daughter of
Jamie and Teri Kruse from Morrill. She is
a junior at Sabetha High School and is
president of the FFA chapter.
    When Morganne isn't working, she's
riding her retired racehorse training for

the Retired Racehorse Project in October. She plans to attend
Colorado State University majoring in equine sciences and then
have her own horse training center. 

Padre Says:

"Lack of direction, not lack of time, is the
problem. We all have twenty-four hour days."
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