
   Abram Mertz is a fourth generation family 
member involved in operation of River Creek 
Farms, east of Manhattan. He visited with 
first-time-buyer Scott Navinskey, Atchison, at 
the firm’s recent 20th annual Simmental Pro-
duction Sale. 
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Country Singer Assisting 94.5 Radiothon With Concerts 

Padre Says:  
 

“Love is the thing that 
enables a woman to 
sing while she mops 
up the floor after her 
husband has walked 
across it in his chore 

boots.” 

Uncertainty About Impact 
Of Climate Legislation 

    
   There is considerable uncertainly about 
the impact that climate change legislation 
will have on agriculture, according to Jeff 
Peterson, K-State ag economist, at the 
WIBW Farm Profit Seminar in Carbon-
dale.                                                                                                              
   Over 140 farm people from throughout 
eastern Kansas heard Peterson detail 
studies of the Clean Energy and Security 
Act of 2009. Although the agricultural 
sector is excluded from emission caps, 
there is much concern about the legisa-
tion among farmers. 
    “At the present time, it is not completely 
clear how renewable energy legislation 
and climate offset markets will function 
together,” Peterson said. 
   “The economic impacts will vary region-
ally and by crop and livestock sub-sector. 
It will be dependent on cultural practice 
and the farm-specific ability to sequester 
carbon,” Peterson summarized.  

   Given by the Kansas Agricultural Network and Kansas Farm Bureau, a new John Deere Gator 
was presented to Betty Bergman, Seneca, as winner of a drawing from over 10,000 people who 
registered at shows and on the Farm Bureau website during the past year. In WIBW studio’s 
parking lot, she gets the feel of the seat with her husband Galen, Farm Bureau’s John Shostak, 
and WIBW Radio’s Jason Weil, Greg Akagi, Kelly Lenz and Dan Johnson also shown. 

   Russ Brown assisted a customer at his R 
Bar B Saddle, Tack & Trailer booth during the 
EquiFest of Kansas in Wichita. A longtime 
participant in the trade show, Brown, whose 
store is located near Topeka, was quite satis-
fied with the patronage. 
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   Ample moisture conditions are far from 
the norm, but sufficient rains for bumper 
crops again this year was the general 
weather forecast from Mary Knapp speak-
ing at WIBW’s Farm Profit Seminar in 
Carbondale. 
   Showing national weather maps, Knapp, 
a climatologist at Kansas State University, 
explained an El Nino is a disruption of the 
ocean-atmosphere system in the Tropical 
Pacific having important consequences 
for weather and climate around the globe.  
   El Nino is characterized by unusually 
warm ocean temperatures, while La Nina 
is distinguished by very cold ocean tem-
peratures. “La Nina is not our friend,” 
Knapp analyzed. 
   In evaluating the adequate summer 
moisture and excessive wet fall, Knapp 
pointed out, “Winter is not over yet.” She 
would not predict a late freeze, but noted 
that April 14, is the average date, and it 
would likely come after that.  
   “There have been two extreme years in 
Kansas, with adequate moisture through-
out the state. I don’t foresee any drought 
this year,” Knapp evaluated. “I expect a 
cooler spring that will not be desirable for 
early planting.” 
 

at the Blind Tiger in 
Topeka.Both wil l 
begin at 6 p.m. 
   Additionally, busi-
nesses have do-
nated items for the 
St. Jude Radiothon 
on-line auction. 
Items can be 
viewed and bids 
can be made at 
www.94country.com. 
    St. Jude is the 

only pediatric cancer research center 
where families never pay for treatment 
not covered by insurance. Research 
findings and information from St. Jude 
are freely shared with doctors and 
scientists all over the world including 
Kansas. 

   Talented young 
s i n g e r  R u s t y 
Rierson is help-
ing the Big 94.5 
Country in the St. 
Jude Children’s 
Research Hospi-
tal Radiothon and 
fund raising ac-
tivities. 
   “Those L i t t le 
H a n d s , ”  p e r -
formed by Rier-
son, is the official 
song for the radiothon, February 25-
26, and has been played several 
times daily since the first of the month. 
   Rierson will conduct special St. 
Jude benefit concerts on Tuesday, 
Feb. 23, at Rambler’s Steak House in 
Manhattan, and Wednesday, Feb. 24,  

Optimistic Moisture 
Forecast This Year 


