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Padre says: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"May the Joy and 
Peace of  

Christmas be with 
you now and 

throughout the 
new year.”  

Bronco Betty And Her Camera Make Memories Live Forever 
   “Pictures remember when the 
mind forgets.” 
   Generally always with camera in 
hand, smiling broadly Bronco Betty 
sees agriculture life through the 
lens and records that for perpetuity. 
   “It’s easy to forget something 
about somebody, but a photograph 
brings back the meaning.” 
   Betty Anderson, Emporia, is one 
of the most recognizable persons 
annually assisting at Emporia’s 
Flint Hills Beef Fest, and snapping 

action at the 580 WIBW Beef Producers Seminar, in conjunction with it.  
   Certainly, she’s one of best friends of every exhibitor at the Lyon County Fair, ad-
vertiser on 580 WIBW and The BIG 94.5 Country. 
   Say her full name, and most will draw a blank look, but they all know Bronco Betty. 
“Thank God, I’ve been able to meet and photograph such wonderful people,” Ander-
son reflected. 
   But, how did this photographer get her moniker? “I always wanted to ride horses, 
but I just couldn't stay on a horse,” Anderson said. “I would often be gimping around 
when I’d come to work. Before long, my coworkers started teasing, calling me Bron-
co Betty, and it just stuck.  
   “I love people, and I love animals,” she stated the obvious, that led Bronco Betty to 
be a photographer-in-demand.  
   “I’ve always enjoyed taking pictures, looking at photographs, and know other peo-
ple do too,” Bronco said. “I haven’t had any formal education with cameras or pho-
tography, but I never get a complaint when I give somebody a photograph.” 
   Her resume as “official photography” sparks gleam for Bronco as she rattles off: 
“I’ve been taking pictures at the Lyon County Fair 25 years, at the Beef Fest 12 years, 
the Holiday Resort, horse events, antique tractor shows, you name it.”  
   With nine cameras, Bronco is ready for whatever the action. “I give people the pho-
tographs I take of them. I’m really selfish. I enjoy taking the pictures, enjoy working 
with them on the computer screen, and those who are photographed enjoy them now, 
and can for the rest of their life,” 
   A slight stroke this fall cautioned Anderson, 70, she should slow down. “If I do that, 
I’m going to have to live longer. I’ve tried to make a joke of it,” Bronco said.     

   But, with three grown children, seven grandchildren, three great grandchildren, as-
sisting her husband, Les Anderson, tend farm livestock, plus friends to visit, and pho-
tographs to take, slowdown really doesn’t seem on the agenda. 
   “I couldn’t have a better life,” Bronco Betty Anderson assured. 
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