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Padre Says: 

“Remember 

that silence is 

sometimes the 

best answer.” 

   Large crowds from throughout 
the Midwest gathered at Council 
Grove for the annual Washunga 
Days celebration, with attendance 
enhanced this year through ad-
vertising on The Big 94.5 Coun-
try. 
   Sponsored by the Counci l 
Grove/Morris County Chamber of 
Commerce and Convention Visi-
tors Bureau, which is directed by 
Genevieve Nichols, the annual 
affair is just a sampling of the 
historic community’s regular year-
round activities advertised on 
94.5 FM. 
   Located on the original Santa 
Fe Trail, with two lakes close-by, 
Council Grove was site of the 
Kaw Indian Reservation in the 
1860s, and the annual June festi-
v a l  i s  n amed  a f t e r  C h i e f 
Washunga. Chaired by TinaRae 
Scott, Washunga Days again 
featured an Indian Pow-Wow on 
the grounds of the community’s 
historic Kaw Mission. 

   For the first time, majority of 
the Washunga Day activities 
were free to the public and in-
cluded a parade, arts & crafts 
show, flea market, car show, fun 
run/walk, food vendors and en-
tertainers including musicians, a 
hypnotist and magician among 
others. 

   Among many participants in the parade 
featured during the annual Washunga Days 
Celebration at Council Grove was hometown 
native 68th District Kansas Representative 
Tom Moxley, who rode his buckskin  Quarter 
Horse, an important tool-of-his-trade as a 
lifelong rancher. 

Attendance Expands For Council Grove’s  
Washunga Days Celebration 

Saddle Fit For Horse And 
Rider Stressed By Topeka 
Horse Accessory Business 

   It was the first ride for his horse when 
Payke Brown mounted as clinician Cal 
Noyans advised and guided the two young-
sters during Cactus Days at R Bar B Sad-
dle, Tack and Trailer northeast of Topeka, 
regular advertisers on The Big 94.5 Country 
FM. 
   Owned and operated by Russ and Dina 
Brown and their three sons with additional 
horse-knowledgeable employees, the family 
business has one of the largest selections 
of saddles in the Midwest.  
   With more than 300 new and used sad-
dles on hand at all times for every eques-
trian event, the store’s recent open house 
featured products from Cactus Saddlery, 
which was represented by Greg Hughes to 
discuss the company’s products. Major 
discounts were offered on saddles, tack, 
boots and shirts. 

   Expansion of 
faci l i t ies and 
service of the 
Gee Tire and 
Service Center 
on Highway 24 
at the edge of 
Rossville was 
h i g h l i g h t e d 
during a grand 
opening  and 
customer ap-
p r e c i a t i o n 
days. 
   Adve r t i s ed 
o n  A M  5 8 0 
WIBW and The 
Big 94.5 FM, 
the special occasion, hosted by 
Steve and Debbie Gee, featured 
a remote broadcast of WIBW’s 
Sports Talk Show featuring 
Mark Elliott, a multitalented ath-
lete in his own right and highly 
popular sports broadcaster. 
   Many of the suppliers for Gee 
Tire provided many door prizes, 
and a complimentary supper 
drew good attendance from 

Rossville’s Gee Tire Celebrates Expansion  
With WIBW Remote Broadcast 

distant locales 
In  bus iness 
s ince 1987, 
G e e  T i r e ’ s 
development 
features pre-
ventive main-
tenance and 
complete car 
care.  
   M i k e 
V e l a s q u e z 
has served as 
t he  se rv i ce 
manager for 
six years. In 
regards to his 
G e e  T i r e ’ s 
new offerings, 

Steve Gee, also pastor of the 
Rossville Bible Church, em-
phasized, “We provide service 
when you need it and walk-ins 
are welcome. 
   A car show was featured 
during the second day of Gee 
Tire’s celebration, which coin-
cided with the Rossville City 
Park Improvement Project 
where dozens of volunteers 

   Steve and Debbie Gee were interviewed by 
WIBW’s Sport Talk Show host Mark Elliott 
during the grand opening and customer appre-
ciation of Gee Tire and Service Center at 
Rossville. 

   Payke Brown rode his Quarter Horse for the first 
time as clinician Cal Noyans instructed the young 
horseman in correct techniques for handling the 
untrained mount at R Bar B’s Cactus Days Sale. 

Crowds Fill Tuttle Creek 
State Park For  

15th Country Stampede 

   Country Stampede was a another suc-
cess as more than 160,000 people from 
throughout the nation converged on Man-
hattan’s  Tuttle Creek State Park for a long 
weekend of country music entertainment 
hosted by The Big 94.5 Country. 
   Famed Raubin Pierce of the highly-
popular On The Other Hand Show with 
Raubin and Megan must be given credit for 
coordinating The Big 94.5 Country’s inti-
mate, essential part of the Affiliated Foods 
Midwest Country Stampede which turned 
15 this year  
   Wayne Rouse has been the president of 
Country Stampede since its inception in the 
summer of 1995, and the first festival took 
place in 1996.  
   This year's lineup included Keith Urban, 
Miranda Lambert and at least 21 more en-
tertainers on the main stage near a vendor 
area with merchandise tents selling every-
thing from food to saddles to sunglasses. 
   Only one headliner,  Brad Paisley, has 
been announced for the 16th annual Coun-
try Stampede June 23-26, 2011. 
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