
   The government and ranchers can work together for the benefit of all, 
especially agricultural consumers, according to a pair of speakers at AM 
580 WIBW’s Beef Producers Information Seminar kicking off the annu-
al Flint Hills Beef Fest at Emporia. 
   Introduced by event coordinator Kelly Lenz, WIBW farm director, 
Karl Brooks, region seven administrator for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, and Allie Devine, vice president and general counsel for 
the Kansas Livestock Association reviewed burning native grass, dust 
regulations and nutrient runoff. 
   “While enforcing laws,” Brooks said, “I work to meets the goals in a 
way that matches realities. Part of my job is listening. “I am troubled by 
misconceptions of EPA’s objectives and divisions between livestock 
producers,” Brooks emphasized. “We can have vigorous discussion, and 
people can have different opinions. However, I always want to promote 
a normal regulatory relationship.” 
   Native Flint Hills pasture burning has brought controversy between 

ranchers and urbanites, but Brooks defended, “There is not an EPA ban on burning, but a voluntary plan 
for Kansas ranchers. The only mandatory part is restriction on non-essential burning during April.” 
   Devine clarified, “We have made major steps forward, but we’re not done. We have to find a balance 
where we can all continue to operate.” 
   Concerning dust regulation, Devine pointed out, “There is vagueness in the law that could lead to issues 
down the road for ranchers. Until we get the laws clear, we have a risk.” 
   Responding, Brooks noted, “Dust created by farming is large particulate dust, and it is not regulated.” 
Discussing nutrient runoff, the speakers agreed that reductions have been positive, but continued efforts 
by producers following EPA guidelines are essential. 

   JBR Longhorns, operated 
by Justin Rombeck and his 
family at Home City in 
Marshall County, attracted 
additional bidding attend-
ance from advertising their 
recent Longhorn cow sale 
on AM 580 WIBW Radio. 
   Conducted at the 
Marysville Livestock Auc-
tion facility, also an AM 
580 WIBW advertiser, the 

sale drew bidders from 14 states. “About one-third of the 
sale was sold over the phone,” Rombeck pointed out.        
   Although there were guest consignors of Longhorn 
cows, the high selling cow was from JBR Longhorns. The 
five-year-old with a horn span of 65.35 inches from tip to 
tip sold on a bid of $4,000. 
   “The sale went over very smooth, and folks are looking 
forward to it again next year,” Rombeck emphasized. 
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PADRE SAYS: 

 

“Remember that 

silence  

is sometimes the 
best answer.” 

 

Golf Tournament To                                                                                          
Benefit Ranch Family                                                                                         

   The ranch home of Wes and Richell Bailey at 
Tampa was destroyed by lightning on August 15. A 
Benefit Golf Tournament to benefit the couple is 
set for October 9, at the Cottonwood Falls Country 
Club. A four-person scramble has been planned 
with entry fees of $80 per team. Information is 
available from Wayne Bailey at 620-583-4069. A 
raffle for a Winchester .22 pump rifle owned by 
Elmore Stout, grandfather of Wes Bailey, a cham-
pion Professional Rodeo Cowboy’s Association 
saddle bronc rider in addition to his ranching 
operations. The Bailey family now operates the TS 
Ranch at Cottonwood Falls, WIBW advertiser of 
their annual Quarter Horse and Hereford sale. 

Ranchers Hear About Environmental Issues Affecting Their Business 

    This cow owned by JBR Longhorns 
of Home City sold at their recent 
production sale in Marysville on a 
bid of $4,000. 

   Allie Devine, general counsel for 
the Kansas Livestock Association, 
participated in a program with Karl 
Brooks, regional EPA director, dur-
ing the WIBW Beef Producers Infor-
mation Seminar. 

Longhorn Cows Attract Buyers From 14 States To Marysville 


