
   Alex Umphenour’s health is improving steadily. That’s the most important 
and best news that can be reported.  
   Seriously injured in an accident while warming her horse up at Fort Hays 
State University, where she is a student and member of the rodeo team, Alex 
Umphenour was in a coma from February 13 until mid-March.  
   Alex, 20, daughter of Kevin and Debi Umphenour of Pleasanton, was at the 
Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital in Lincoln, Nebraska, recovering from the 
head trauma.  
   In the last several weeks, Alex has regained her long- and short-term memory 
and speaking ability. She now recognizes family and friends. Currently, mobile 
by wheelchair, Alex continues to make walking progress.  

   Marty Read Auction Company of Mound City conducted a benefit auction May 1 to help the Umphenour 
family defray  mounting medical expenses concurred during this trying time. 
   With donations from throughout the country, the benefit included contributions from  WIBW AM-FM as 
well as advance programming on The Big 94.5 Country FM and 
AM 580 WIBW, where Marty Read Auction Company advertises 
his upcoming auctions.  
   “The benefit auction was a huge success thanks to hundreds of 
donors, buyers and volunteers,” according to Beverly Read. “The 
auction when all money is in will total about $44,000 netted from 
close to 1,000 lots.”       
   With more than 700 people in attendance, the sale started at 1:30 
in the afternoon and continued until 10 o’clock at night. "It's amaz-
ing how people reached out to help." Mrs. Read said. 
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Padre says: 

 
“Live simply. Love 
generously. Care 

deeply. Speak 
kindly. Leave the 

rest to God.”  

   Sixty-four club lamb prospects sold 
for an average of $314 at the Abeldt 
Club Lamb Sale, Hope, which was 
advertised on AM 580 WIBW. 
   Featuring Dorset, Hampshire, Suf-
folk, crossbred, natural and speckle 
lambs, the auction was hosted by Joe 
and Josh Abeldt with assistance of their 
brothers Aaron and Austin. 
   Bulk of the offering was wethers, 
with only 10 ewes in the sale, but a 70-
pound crossbred ewe sold for $625 to 
top the auction conducted by Col. Dan-
ny Davis of Maple Hill.    

Injured Cowgirl Recovering As Auction Proceeds Help Defray Medical Costs  

Club Lambs Are Valuable Opportunities At The Big 94.5 Country Stampede  

   More than 160,000 country music lovers from throughout 
the country will converge on Manhattan, Kansas, for The Big 
94.5 Country Stampede, June 23-26. 
   Crossover mega-group Lady Antebellum headlines Friday, 
June 24, and multi-platinum selling superstar Brad Paisley is 
on stage Saturday, June 25. 
   Seventeen additional major acts and a number of regional 
country music groups will also entertain. 
   There are many interactive exhibits, and attendees shop for 
arts and crafts, treat to delicious food from many and varied 
food vendors in the food court, or just hang out with friends. 
    Additional information at www.countrystampede.com. 
Exhibitor’s  space is available by contacting Frank Buchman. 


