
   One of the most honored and recognized radio commercial copy writers in the 
world serves advertisers on AM 580 WIBW and The Big 94.5 Country FM. 
    
   Kurt Kaniewski, creative director since May 2008, has most recently been 
presented with the 2011 Communicator Award for a commercial series by the 
International Academy of Visual Arts. 
   As significant as that is, it’s a problem because Kurt’s office is already so full, 
there was no easy place to show the trophy. More than 50 tokens filling his 
office space actually include a number of international awards, several of which 
he’s been to London to accept personally. 
   Lack of display space was of no concern for Kurt, who didn’t miss a beat in 
accepting the latest honor and immediately had his head buried deep in thinking 
at the computer keyboard composing the next advertising campaign. 
   Kurt works closely with the entire marketing consultation department at 

WIBW AM-FM, but is most closely tied to Team W. 
   “This is a ‘think tank’ process provided by the broadcast division of Morris Communications, owners 
of WIBW, to create a marketing campaign tailored to each individual business needs,” Kurt said. 
   “Team W is headed by Dan Lindquist, who has been helping WIBW advertisers for more than 30 
years. I’m really privileged to work with Dan, the Team W captain,” Kurt credited. 
   A native of Cleveland, Kurt has worked at top radio stations throughout the country from Ohio to 
Georgia to Tennessee and in Lincoln, Nebraska, right before coming to WIBW. 
      Kurt’s talent to help develop commercial copy and advertising campaigns is a service to WIBW ad-
vertisers which radio stations throughout the world are most envious. 

   A record  crowd estimated at more 
than 1,300 watched as Kim Reyer 
attempted to ride Monkey Toes of 
the New Frontier Rodeo Company as 
a feature of the Flint Hills Bull 
Blowout at Strong City. 
    
   The ride was a special match com-
petition with Phil Haynes of John 
North Ford at Emporia who attempt-
ed to ride Fat Lester of Reyer’s Flint 

Hills Genetics bull production program.        
   Neither cowboy completed their eight-second rides, but most importantly 
they came away unhurt. United Way and Ride Rank for the Cure, a cancer 
awareness fundraising effort, benefited from donations for which the match 
was conducted. 
   Advertised heavily on The Big 94.5 Country FM and AM 580 WIBW, the 
open bull riding drew 30 top contestants with the ten riders coming back in a 
second go round. 
   Bradley Harris of Udall won the show, while Josh Bieker was second, and 
Cole Echols of Oklahoma City came in third, the only three qualified rides.   
   More than 25 youngsters entered the mutton busting event with first going 
to Bryson Turner from Hamilton, Mason McConnaughy from Hutchinson was 
second, and third went to Layne Svoda. (Photo by Fotocowboy.)   
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Padre says: 

 

 “Babies are  
the nicest way to 

start people.”  

   Real Estate 
auctions at-
tract large 
interest as 
indicated by 
the Wabaun-
see County 
property sale 
advertised on 
AM 580 WIBW by Hallgren Real 
Estate & Auctions, LLC. 
   Col. Greg Hallgren sold the 157 
acres including 40 acres of farmland 
and the balance in native grass pas-
ture with adequate water and service-
able fence for $950 an acre. 
   Also in the offering of the Vernon 
Richter and Ruby Richter Trusts at 
Alta Vista was the unique stone  
home with four bedrooms and full 
basement which sold for $90,000.  
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