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Padre says: 

 

 “Without 
hard work, 

nothing grows 
but weeds.” 

Family Continues Serving Farmers With Innovative Knowledge For Half A Century  

    Knowledge plus service equals success. It’s a formula insisted on from day one by J.B. Pearl. 
    It’s been a half century since the St. Marys farmer and his wife, Eileen, worked side-by-side 
advising and helping their neighbors increase Kaw Valley crop profitability.  
    Longtime advertisers on WIBW, J.B. Pearl Sales & Service, Inc., is still family owned and 
operated as a full service agribusiness serving farmers in a 100-mile radius of St. Marys. 
    Today, Doyle and his brother, Don, and their wives, Laura and Patty, and sons continue that 
innovative family business that actually only vaguely resembles the humble start in 1961.  
    “Shortly after Dad started, he added liquid fertilizer, and we’ve continued to adjust and 
change as new products and technology have become available,” Doyle remarked. 
    O.J., son of Don and Patty, (left) and Troy, son of Doyle and Laura, (right) have been a val-
ued part of the organization for the past 16 years, their parents credited. 
    After retirement from management, James Bernard (J.B./Jim) was still a daily regular at the 
firm offering assistance wherever needed.  “It was really sad for all of us when J.B. passed away 
three years ago,” said Laura (typically called Laurie). 
    Eileen is in good health, lives nearby and has heartfelt interest in livelihood of the corpora-
tion, in which she had an important part in its origin, development and continuation. 
    What has never changed is J.B. Pearl’s business model, Doyle emphasized. “We focus on 
educating ourselves with knowledge that we pass on to our customers. Plus, we continue to 
work hard to provide the best service we can, just like Dad and Mom trained us,” he reiterated.  
    “Chemicals are crop protection formulations and stimulating additives, while fertilizer sup-
plies nutrition for maximum production and sustainability of agriculture,” clarified Doyle, who 
serves as president of the Ag Retailers Association. 
    To better serve the area, Pearl’s now also has a location at Perry. The present headquarters 
right on Highway 24 at the west edge of St. Marys has served the corporation since shortly af-
ter it was formed. 
    A three-year expansion plan is underway now including bulk seed storage, a larger mainte-
nance shop and facilities to 
house more dry fertilizer.  
    Celebration of a half cen-
tury of J.B. Pearl Sales & 
Service, Inc., is scheduled 
Saturday evening with a spe-
cial supper and program at 
the old armory. 
    Agriculture is considera-
bly more advanced than it 
was half a century ago when 
J.B. and Eileen Pearl started 
applying anhydrous ammo-
nia on Kaw Valley farm 
fields for their neighbors. 
    

   Their business model has 
been unwavering. 
    

   “Knowledge plus service 
equals success.” 


