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Padre says: 

 
“A new year is 
the beginning  

of optimism for 
the future.” 

Flint Hills Ranch Sells Cattle Seedstock Private Treaty With WIBW Assistance  

   History and the future of the beef industry 
go hand-in-hand at Harms Plainview Ranch 
near Lincolnville in Marion County. 
   Mark and Kim Harms and their children, 
Taylor, Cade and Payton, who are the fifth 
generation, raise cattle on the Flint Hills 
ranch which was Kim’s family homestead. 
   Henry and Minnie Buethe purchased the 
original land in 1885, initially calling it 
Plainview Stock Farm.  
   Today, the purebred cattle program is 
operated by the Harms family who purchas-
ing the home place from Kim’s parents.  
   Graduates with animal science degrees 
from Kansas State University, as a young 
married couple Mark and Kim Harms had a 
passion for genetics and animal breeding 
that led to the seedstock operation. 
   Original Angus females were purchased 
from Dr. Don Good at Olsburg. “As our 
operation has grown, we have added a few 
females from reputable breeders, but the 
heart and soul of our operation has been from that original purchase,” according to Mrs. Harms.  
    “We started with that foundation herd of functional Angus cows, placing emphasis on structure, 
udders, muscle and fleshing ability,” Mrs. Harms said. “Sound breeding decisions based on EPDs are 
strictly adhered to for all measured traits.  
   “Continuous genetic improvement of each generation is achieved by means of balanced multiple-
trait selection, utilizing proven AI sires and a progressive ET program,” she related.  
   “We have always viewed breeding seedstock as a lifetime achievement…pursuing excellence one 
generation at a time. The goal of our efforts has always been to increase the profitability of our val-
ued customers,” Mark Harms related. 
   Ten years ago, the couple saw a need for many of their customers to add the red-hided gene of the 
Red Angus while maintaining black Angus standards.  
   “Thanks to customer input, we also added a select group of Charolais cows, which match the quali-
ties of our Angus herds, while giving customers the option to add heterosis to their predominantly 
British-bred programs,” Harms said. 
   Today, the historical ranch produces cattle feed on dryland crop acreage and utilizes some leased 
grasslands for cow herd grazing. Four cooperator herds assist in producing the seedstock. 
   While many purebred operations of such size and calibre have annual public production sales to 
merchandize cattle, Harms Plainview Farms sells all seedstock at private treaty with AM 580 WIBW 
radio as a key part in advertising that availability.  

   “It’s important to us to offer the personal service,” Mrs. Harms emphasized. “Mark and I are excit-
ed to tell others about our program, show them around our ranch to learn more about what we have to 
offer and then have them give us feedback on how we can better serve them.” 

 

   An active industry leader, Mark Harms was elected president-elect of the Kansas Livestock Associ-
ation during the group’s recent annual meeting in Wichita.  
 

   “We welcome the opportunity to earn your business and truly be ‘Your Partner in Progress,’” the 
couple concluded. 


