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  “You only live 

once, but if 
done right, once 

is enough.”  

 Lifetime Rancher To Reveal 158 Years Of Family’s History In The Flint Hills  
   Untold stories from one of the oldest continuously operated family ranches in 
the Flint Hills, and the entire state of Kansas, will be highlighted during a special 

program scheduled for this Saturday afternoon, Jan. 4. 
   “It’ll be the second in the Ranching Heritage Prairie 
Talk Series at Pioneer Bluffs near Matfield Green in 
southern Chase County,” announced Lynn Smith, exec-
utive director of the National Register Historic District. 
   “Jim Hoy and Tom Burton, who had worked for 
Wayne Rogler at Pioneer Bluffs, which was started in 
1859, shared stories about the Rogler family for the 
first presentation in the Prairie Talk Series,” she said. 
   “This Saturday afternoon’s program, at 1:30, will fea-
ture Pat Sauble, 92, lower right, sharing the heritage, 
starting in 1856, of his family's Flint Hills ranch near 
Cedar Point, where he still lives today,” Smith related. 
   It was five years prior to the Civil War, the spring of 
1856, when David Sauble's mother gave her 19-year-

old son a gold coin to buy sugar she needed to make jelly. He mounted his Mor-
gan horse and set off for nearby Baltimore, Maryland.  
   Along the way, David Sauble, top left, met up with his good friend, Pete Hoover, 
and on that ride, they made a choice that would forever alter their lives. When 
they arrived in Baltimore, the teenagers told the 
shopkeeper to send the sugar back home, because 
“they had the sudden urge to go West.”  
   That journey west took David and Pete to Kansas, 
where they stayed for a winter that lasted a lifetime. 
David Sauble staked a Cedar Point claim in late 1856.  

   Today, David Sauble's grandson, Pat Sauble, a 
cowboy at the family ranch his entire life, lives in the 
majestic stone home and barn built in the 1800s from 
limestone quarried at the ranch, possibly the oldest 
continuously family-operated  ranch in the state. 
 

   “Pat Sauble has a rich history to share of raising 
families, cattle, crops, chickens, a total of 60,000 lay-
ing hens at one time, and an enduring legacy of con-
servation and community commitment. He’ll bring more than 150 years of photos 
and memories to Pioneer Bluffs for this community discussion,” Smith invited.  
 

   Upcoming talks for the Prairie Talk Series include the Mercer family on 
February 1, and the Moxley family on March 1.   

 
 

   Exact location of Pioneer Bluffs, an advertiser on 580 WIBW, is 695 Kan-
sas Highway 177, Matfield Green, Kansas, 66862, with information availa-
ble from Smith at 620-753-3484, or lynn@pioneerbluffs.org.  


