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 Entertainment Is Fun Job For Clown-Bullfighter-Barrel Man Headed To Strong City    
   “He’s the life of the party. ”Perhaps, one should say every rodeo becomes a party 
when Donnie Landis is around. 
   “There’s never a dull moment anytime I’m at your rodeo or bull riding event,” as-
sured Landis. “Call me a funnyman, bullfighter, entertainer, or whatever you want, but 

most simply, really I’m a rodeo clown. I’m the fourth generation 
of my family involved in rodeo. It’s all I’ve ever known, all I’ve 
ever done, and all I really ever want to do,” contended Landis. 
    The 54-year-old Gooding, Idaho, rodeo entertainer will be 
keeping spectators on the edge of their bleacher seats during 
the Flint Hills Bull Blowout Saturday night, Sept. 13, at Strong 
City, as advertised on 580 WIBW, and The BIG 94.5 Country, as 
well as being promoted on www.WibwNewsNow.com, 
www.KansasAgNetwork, and 580-94.5 websites and Facebook. 
    “I grew up going to rodeos. My great granddad was a pickup 
man, my grandpa rode bucking horses, and my dad did it all,” 
Landis said. “I’ve done some other things, but rodeo’s been my 
life, and that’s what I do. I just came about the sport naturally. 
    “I’m the old man in the profession now. I work with the kids 
in the sport, because most of 
the bullfighters, even barrel 
men and clowns have retired 

by the time they’re my age,” Landis, 54, said. 
   “I keep the flow of the shows going.  If a bull 
jumps in a chute, or they need time to reload, I en-
tertain the crowd. That’s my deal.  Once the latch 
opens, the gate cracks, the bull comes out, it’s Game 
Time. It’s real serious for eight or nine seconds,” 
Landis contended. 
   A typical business day for Landis includes get-
ting Mario, his trained flea, to jump from a high dive 
into a bucket of water, cantering his rare, wild 
“cantabeatalope” (right) across a rodeo arena, while 
the steed’s giraffe-like neck swivels around to give 
him a 360-degree vision, and setting his over-sized 
“mousetrap” in hopes of catching a Brahma bull dur-
ing the rodeo bull riding. 
   “Despite all of this other action and entertainment for the crowd, my main purpose 
there to assist in keeping the bucking bulls from injuring the cowboys,” Landis said.   
   Bulls and cowboys attempting to ride them, a barbecue, plus mutton busting and 
chicken scramble for the young tikes, are supposed to be the featured attractions for 
the Flint Hills Blowout Saturday evening, Sept. 13, but Donnie Landis might actually 
steal the show, according to event coordinator Kim Reyer. 
   “I love being a cowboy clown. I’m not in a dream world chasing a dream. I’m in the 
real world dealing with reality. I’m a fourth generation cowboy, and I believe in the 
sport of rodeo and bull riding. It’s great entertainment,” Landis concluded.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

“People become 
really quite  
remarkable 

when they start 
thinking that 

they can  
do things.”  


