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    Careful Consideration Urged When Making ‘One-Time Decision’ In Farm Program  
   Farmers, landowners and anyone actively engaged in agriculture production must soon 
make decisions regarding options that are available in the new Farm Bill. 
   Paula Vohs (below) representing Cargill Crop Insurance was most emphatic in her 

opening remarks for the special luncheon discussion hosted 
by Webb & Associates Auctioneers and Appraisers prior to 
Johnson County land auctions at Overland Park. 
   First question among the three dozen producers in attend-
ance likely may have been: “Why is Cargill talking about the 
Farm Bill?” In anticipation, Vohs said, “We want to help you 
make better informed decisions, and understand the tie be-
tween the 2014 Farm Bill and crop insurance policy to best 
utilize crop insurance and plan marketing around it.” 
   Continuing, Vohs explained: “The Agricultural Act of 2014 
offers new programs and more choices than ever before. To 
better understand and make the right decision concerning 
these options, everybody involved must get an appointment 

as quickly as possible at the Farm Service Agency office serving the agriculture land that 
is identified only by the farm number.”  
   To effectively manage risk in their operations, producers should consider analyzing their 
entire farm and risk management “portfolio,” which would include projected market reve-
nue, farm commodity payments, and crop insurance indemnities, the speaker said. 
   “Most importantly, enrollment in the new commodity programs will be a one-time, ir-
revocable decision this month, or early 2015, so it is essential for producers to go to their 
Farm Service Agency office immediately to determine the mix of programs that offers the 
most effective safety net over the next four to five years, versus the program with the 
largest government payment in a particular year,” Vohs pointed out. 
   Initially, crop producers and landowners will need to decide whether they want to real-
locate their base acres which would serve to more closely align base acres to recent 
plantings. The major decision is whether they want to choose farm-level Agriculture Risk 
Coverage (ARC), county-level ARC, or Price Loss Coverage (PLC). 

   “Since this decision will stay with the farm for the life of the Farm Bill, producers are 
encouraged to consider which choice they feel the most comfortable with over the next 
five years, rather than which might provide a short-
term payment,” Vohs stated.  
 
 

   “While these decisions may seem complicated for 
even an average size farm, it is important to note 
that the safety net provided in this Farm Bill can be 
especially strong if producers will take the time to 
tailor their farm program choices to each of their 
farms. Once these decisions are made, there are 
several crop insurance changes that will also need to 
be considered,” Vohs said. 
 
 

   Col. Dave Webb served as announcer and bid taker, as Col. Kevin Borger (above right) 
representing Webb & Associates Auctioneers and Appraisers of Stilwell conducted two 
successful Johnson County real estate auctions advertised extensively on 580 WIBW. Lat-
er that evening, the firm hosted a reception for Pioneer Bluffs at Matfield Green. 

 

 
 
 

“Any fact facing 
us is not as  

important as our 
attitude toward it, 

for that  
determines our 

success or  
failure.”  

 


