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K-State Rodeo Team Readies For Home Arena Advantage At 59th KSU Rodeo  
“The purple team has some bright stars, and it’ll sure make a stout showing in the 
home college competition.”That’s the synopsis of outlook for the Kansas State Uni-
versity Rodeo Team from longtime coach Doug Muller as college cowboys and 
cowgirls were pulling out all stakes in the practice pen this week.“The mild winter 
has allowed for the team to practice outside a lot of the time, and there are indoor 
facilities too so everyone has been working hard preparing for the 59th annual K-
State Rodeo at Weber Arena, in Manhattan, February 20-21-22,” Coach Muller 
said.Adding to the optimistic outlook for the nine-member K-State rodeo squad 
this 2014-15 competition year in the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association 
(NIRA) has been accomplishments at the fall rodeos in the Central Plains Re-
gion.Standings show K-State Men’s Rodeo Team ninth out of 15 colleges after the 
fall circuit, and the K-State Women’s Rodeo Team is ranked 11th. “Our steer wres-
tlers have been the K-State team standouts to date,” Muller recognized. “Tanner 
Brunner is ranked fifth in the Central Plains Region, and Jarek VanPetten is 10th. 
VanPetten is also ranked 13th in the tie down calf roping event.Representing K-
State, Katelyn Eike is 14th in the barrel racing division of the women’s region event 
standings. “Everything is really coming together for the rodeo,” confirmed Brooke 
Wallace, rodeo advertising coordinator.  Again, the rodeo is set for Weber Arena in 
the Animal science building on the north edge of the K-State’s Manhattan cam-
pus.“Action kicks off with the first performance at 7:30, Friday evening, Feb. 20, 
which has been designated as ‘Tough Enough to Wear Pink Night,’ to increase 
awareness and benefit cancer research and victims,” Wallace said.The Saturday, 
Feb. 21, matinee performance will be at 1 o’clock. “All children, 12 years of age 
and under, will be admitted free with an adult ticket and two cans of food goods 
to be donated to the Flint Hills Breadbasket,” Wallace said.“Coronation of the new 
Miss Rodeo K-State will be at 6:45, Saturday evening, with the rodeo action at 
7:30,” she said.Cowboy church is Sunday morning in Weber Arena, at 10 o’clock. 
“Top cowboys and cowgirls in the three performances of the long-go-round will 
qualify for the short-go K-State Rodeo Final Performance at 1 o’clock, Saturday 
afternoon, Feb.  22, which has also been designated Military Appreciation Day 
with discount tickets, and special recognition for those serving for our country’s 
freedom,” Wallace said.Details about the 59th annual K-State Rodeo, February 20-
21-22, and the K-State Rodeo Teams are available at www.k-staterodeo.com. 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

“Did you ever 
notice that when 
you put the two 
words 'The' and 
'IRS' together, 

they spell 
'Theirs'?”         


