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ﬁspesing Of Deceased Horses

Can Be A Complicated Matter

. No horse owner really
" wants to discuss the subject.

As morbid as it might
seem, the death of a horse i3
a part of real life.

What to do with that de-
ceased horse can be a2 com-
plicated procedure.

""There are four legal
methods for disposing of a
dead horse,” according (o
George Teagarden, head of
the Kansas Animal Health

Depariment.

. "These inciude hurial, in-
cineration, rendering and
composting,” he said.

Assistance in euthaniz-
ing a horse and taking care
of the carcass ecan also, in
certain situations, be pro-
vided by the K-State (ollege
Of Veterinary Medirine.

Many farmas have a place,
commonly referres tn as
"the bone pila,” where car-
casses are taken to decay
naturally. "That is illegal.
Any person dumping o fdoad
horse on thew preperty is
subject to a fine” T agarden
clarified.

According to state
statufe 47-1219: "Anv nersoen

or persons who puts any
dead animal or any part
thereof into any well,
spring, brook, branch, river,
creek, pond, road, street,

alley, iane, lot, field, mead- -

ow or common shall be
deemed guilty of a misde-
meanor and, upon convie-
tion, thereof shall - be
fined."

Additionally, "Every 24
hours the owners shall per-
mit the same {o remain
thereafier shall be deemed
an additional offense.”

Local law enforcement
officials are called upon to
enforee these regulations, if

there is a report of such an
offense, Teagarden recog-
nized.

Burial is preferred by
50IMe as an appropriate way
to dispose of a horse that
has been a part of the fami-
1y, so to speak, having been a
fop riding horse, breeding
animal or pet. Many horses
are buried on the ranches
they served.

The gray Quarter Horse
stallion, Jackie Bee,
owned by Duane Walker of
Canton, is buried in the area
that served as his pen for
many years. Just a few vards
from the Walker home, a

grove of cedars has been
planted behind the large
monument for the leading
sire of top Quarter Horses.

Of course, burial does re-
quire a large grave site. "A
horse must be buried at
least three feet deep, to pre-
vent intrusion of varmints to
the grave,"Teagarden point-
ed out. :

Burial should not be in 2
diteh or waterway. "The
water would just wash away
the soil,” he added.

Incineration of a horse is
an option, but is difficult. "¢
is very hard to do. A lot of

fuel wonird be reguired,”
Teagarden admitted.

“There  weould he &
tremendrs amount of ador
and smok2 Tha FRureau of
Alr Quality canirsl would
probakly not parmit it due
to the Impossibility of oon-
trolling 1he smoke " alrriad
Ken Powel! at thy Konear
Departman. of Health and
Environpiyat.

A ceormarercial incingra-
tor is avsilable at Ashgrove
Cemen: 5o “hanute, but the
animal wat1d bave 1o be out
into piecis thet vould i

into afpsl o Baeset Uil

would I« nogsible in cace of
a diseasedd animal, hat it i3
not likely 1o be feasible in
most sigiions,” Powell ad-
mitted,

In youre gone by, i was
not unermmoen to call 4 ren-
dering » ornany te pick up a
dead kerie at no chargs,
Teapnren: aoted. "That hag
changad . rd now itis e ne-
times di¥icull to fnd  ren-
dering servies,” he adcad.

Natinnn?! R+ woduetn at
Seneca bav beon faken avar
by Dar ine Internatione!, a
readerice company with 0
eperciiie threughout the



‘pres
STAR(] Ioumo 3Y) 0] paed
Aqjedurds © qim Suole woy)
puas pue jooj ayy yo jurxd
-l £B1D B 9¥BW ‘iTe} pur

ouews Jo o09id ¢ dooy sdem |

-1B 9pA '95107 9Y) jo osodsip
puUE JOUMO 1) JO] S2Inpad
-01d 2y SIPURY 1M DM,

‘A1982aNs pue
sulyipews dumba Jo peay
N8 ‘ST YlagezIy I 03
Fuiprcase ‘wayy 10y jnpred

$391 sanpedsold oY} ayewm

0} Jeumo Y} UYIim eIsdo
-0 14 DUISTPOI AXCULISIOA
Jo adapi0D 2)e18-31 oY} ‘pazin
-BYIS 3 1SN 98101 B J1

. TETI-968-88L 18
oMo Woexy a1qeprear s1 Sul
-180duI02 NogE UOYRELIOJUT
‘pappe oy ‘guipesids uodn
PAYSAID 2Q M  UIBWISI
Y jey) souoq owiog 'po
SISISUT J[asod PR B I8A0
proxds sq ued jsodwmoo 3yl
pue ‘pasodworep g HMm

-]

SSeOIED BYY ‘syjuowt T 0}
g1 19V, W] 18] 18 jemd
PUE SYIUOUI TIASS UL POTLIn)
?q poys enid ey
. ‘pajIBlep 2y 'sseaany
91} JO SOPIS [(¥ U0 PUBR I0A0
nd 8¢ ISTET ISNPMES PIJIOM
Jo saouy §g Jaujouy paoeid
ST [EWIUE PRIP 21} alojaq
UMOp Palales 9q pInoys 1t
pue ‘pannbai st ‘sdiyopoom
J0 “ISHPMES JO 9SEBQ YOUI-(E
-03-PE V. {18Mog Aq paqLIds
-ap ses ainposord Sunsod
-0 ayduss jegMowos ¥
POTLIIOD (femeg , ssad0xd
punos A[RjUSWUOIIAND ‘121
-HBU B A[[eal St 41, ‘SSEoIRD
g jo Fursodsip jo poylau
patrayaxd A1Buiseats
-ui ug §1 Funsodwe)
"PAJUDUITIOD SARIZSNIY
L 00T$ 1940 0] 0B$ WOy 8FuR
ugd 3800 Ing ‘wonma0y BN

SETINE 15} SLTH IR YRR B 1T TP R
Ay i ARG 10] pa

81 o on sTinanbasun:
e

AR ML OFIAR KWLM B Sary

WA 0% S0 I0) ROHNY 5 1

SRR
MoEpede s

WIEOD RN une
[RINDUEO AT &
JARIHH SOSIUIIRY
10 "BEA wOT DY 01 S
AR SN ESGA @SR
NOELE I FUNEE O & 450 S 451 H ST C

IBUIe N enac] 1ad ur e

S

A oG FORING ATHA
VM0 SFA
ST 8sWac 2 Woy payiop

DT 1YL B3I QU0 Die
mon pIT o {10 94 JO I
JUT Pite RIIYWUR PMOM 1oU
AL ol apafy,, pereid
KA DARRE S ATEpoT T
amLed oy 3 29810 T
CTUIT A 0 A1) sesu
QUO ] ZULISPAUN [BRINT 34
PUE ‘BOEINS PROIRE B 1IN 8t
Banlag waopnedado vunug
Ioy pop s d 901a0ARAR NN
ARIW ¥ FTEDICS0| P8I

IS SEIoH 1BuENn
Buipea) =t o) arelf o) SHIBW JUSLHUIOU] B ‘BN (@
S{BA St J0JE SERA W) B 1SN TSiesA AUBU IO UL 1594
uoHers s ey vad syt Ul 988 eDIES 9SI0K 181NN
ARSI DAUNG FUOIUED USHIBAA SURNY T AHWE) Jo YUzt
B JO 318C JUBLIOUULY JE USeq SBu CUw 8%ioy pesusn
-6p B fujhuey jo poysw peusisxd Layo ug s [eung
e . e e

¢ 98ed

900% ‘81 1SRENY “UlBID P LY



Disposing Of Deceased Horses Can Be A Complicated Matter

No horse owner really wants to discuss the subject.

As morbid as it might seem, the death of a horse is a part of real life.

What to do with that deceased horse can be a complicated procedure.

“There are four legal methods for disposing of a dead horse," according to George Teagarden, head of the
Kansas Animal Health Departmernt.

"These include burial, incineration, rendering and composting,” he said.

Assistance in euthanizing a horse and taking care of the carcass can aiso, in certain situations, be provid-
ed by the K-State College Of Veterinary Medicine.

Many farms have a place, commonly referred to as “the bone pile,” where carcasses are faken {o decay nat-
urally. "That is illegal. Any person dumping a dead horse on their property is subject o a fine," Teagarden clar-
ified.

According to state statute 47-1218: "Any person or persons who puts any dead animal or any part there of
into any well, spring, brook, branch, river, creek, pond, road, street, alley, lane, lot, field, meadow or common
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, thereof shall be fined."

Additionally, "Every 24 hours, the owners shall permit the same o remain thereafter shall be deemed an
additional offense.”

Local law enforcement officials are called upon to enforce these regulations, if there is a report of such an
offense, Teagarden recognized.

Burial is preferred by some as an appropriate way to dispose of a horse that has been a part of the family,
50 to speak, having been a top riding horse, breeding animal or pet. Many horses are buried on the ranches
they served.

The gray Quarter Horse stallion, Jackie Bee, owned by Duane Walker of Canton, is buried in the area that
served as his pen for many years. Just a few yards from the Walker home, a grove of cedars has been plant-
ed behind the large monument for the leading sire of top Quarter Horses.

Of course, burial does require a large grave site. "A horse must be buried at least three feet deep, 10 pre-
vent intrusion of varmints to the grave," Teagarden pointed out.

Burial should not be in a ditich or waterway. "The water would just wash away the soil," he added.

incineration of a horse is an option, but is difficult. "It is very hard to do. A lot of fuel would be required,” Tea-
garden admitted.

“There would be a tremendous amount of odor and smoke. The Bureau of Air Quality control would proba-
bly not permit it due to the impossibility of coniroliing the smoke," alerted Ken Powell at the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment.

A commercial incinerator is available at Ashgrove Cement in Chanute, but the animal would have to be cut
into pieces that would fit into a 5-gallon bucket. "This would be possible in case of a diseased animal , but it is
not likely {o be feasible in most situations," Powell admitted,

In years gone by, it was not uncommon to call a rendering company to pick up a dead horse at no charge,
Teagarden noted. "That has changed, and now it is sometimes difficult to find a rendering service,” he added.

National Byproducts at Seneca has been taken over by Darling International, a rendering company with 30
operations throughout the Midwest, according to Mike Musgrave, vice president for Omaha operations. Seneca
is still a reload station, and the actual rendering is done in Kansas City or Wichita.

"Horses are not a prime commodity," Musgrave explained. "Their hides are not worth anything, and the value
of the cil and meat and bone meal that can be dertived from a carcass is very low."

While horses were once used in pet foods and other products, that is no longer the case, Musgrave added.
*Due to the low value of horse carcasses, increased environmental regulations and fuel cosis, sometimes it's
difficult for us to even have a break even,” he related.

Consequently a fee is charged for picking up the carcasses. "t depends on the location, but cost can range
from $90 to over $200," Musgrave commented.

Composting is an increasingly preferred method of disposing of a carcass. "It is really a natural, environ-
mentally sound process,” Powell confirmed.

A somewhat-simple composting procedure was described by Powell. "A 24-10-30-inch base of sawdust, or
woodchips, is required, and it should be watered down before the dead animal is placed. Another 24-inches of
wetted sawdust must be put over and on all sides of the carcass,” he detailed.

The pile shouid be turned in seven months and rewet at that time. "After 12 to 14 months, the carcass will
be decomposed, and the compost can be spread over a field," Powell insisted.

Some bones that might remain will be crushed upon spreading, he added. Information about composting is
available from Powell at 785-296-1121.



If a horse must be euthanized, the K-State Coliege of Veterinary Medicine will cooperate with the owner to
make the procedure less painful for them, according to Dr. Elizabeth Davis, KSU head of equine medicine and
surgery.

"We will handle the procedures for the owner and dispose of the horse. We always keep a piece of mane
and tail, make a clay imprint of the foot and send them along with a sympathy card to the owner," Davis said.

Burial is an often preferred method of handling a
deceased horse who has been an important part of
a ranch or family. Duane Walker, Canton, buried
his gray Quarter Horse Jackie Bee in the pen that
the stallion lived in for many years. Just a few
vards from the Walker home, a monument marks
the grave for the leading Quarter Horse sire.



