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Cowboy Cousins Construct
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Old West Town For Movies

The Culbertson cousins
are living their childhood
fantasies.

Not unlike many young
people growing up in the
1650s, the Culbertsons
idols were cowboys. Many
an affernoon was spent at
the cowboy movie matiinee,
and the cousins had the
_ bonus of riding horses on
their grandfather’'s farm.

"We've always loved
horses, liked to ride and
wanted to be cowboys,” said
Larry Ciilbertson. who with
his cousins, Reb best
known as Cowboy), and
Don, are old time cowboy
re-enactors. They do fron-
tier shows for the public as
well as make lHving-history
documentaries and movies,

"Cowhoy (Rob} has heen
a re-enactor for over 25
vears, and Don and T and all
of our families have heen
involved in the business for
some itime ton,” continued
Larry, at his Texas Tea
Ranch near Easton.

While performing as
cowboy re-enactors. the
Culbertsons saw the need
for an authentic frontier
town site and scenery

"After spending count-
fess hours on the movie set

of Ride With The Devil in
Pattonsburg, Me., Cowboy
{Robh) suggested that we
build a permanent Old West
town," Larry recalled.

“Many sets are builf
specifically for a movie,
and then most of them are
just bulldozed down,” he
added.

The town, proposed to
be built by the Culbertson
cousins, would have to be
devoid of modern day
things, such as telephone
lines, nearby modern hous-
as, streets and noise of the
city.

"We knew that such a
frontier setting would not
only be a great asset fo
movie makers, but a benefit
to the community around
it," Larry related.

If they could buiid their
brainchild, the Culbertsons
knew they would have one
of only a few Old West
towns that had an actual
380-degree view of nothing
modern.

Perfect location was the
180-acre Leavenworth
County farm that the Cul-
bertson cousins had ridden
horses on throughout their
lives. Larry and his wife
{'hiris live on the land that

has been in the family for
many years.

"It has the ideal scenery
for a town and surrounding
frontier atmosphere,” Larry
related.

Construction on the
town sife, a mile from the
ranch headquarters, was
started in 1998. Finding
necessary materials was a
major task, and recycled
Iumber was used for the
structures, '

"The first building was a
log trapper's cabin located
just below the road to
where the town was 1o be
situated,” Culbertson ex-
plained. "We needed
seenery for people {o see
along the way, so we de-
signed a place for an Indian
village too."

The town required four
vears to complete, with the
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Larry and Chris Culbertson and their eons Larry Jr. and Chad are i costume for a

movie filmed at the frontier town site they ve built on their Texas Tea Ranch near Fas-

ton.

Culbertson cousins doing
most of the labor personal-
ly. "We call it Millwood.,”
Larry said. "There are a
total of 13 buildings with no
modern conveniences such
as electricity and running
water.”

Included are a two-story
saloon, First Nations!
Bank, OK Corral, black
smith shop, sheriff's office.
log cabin jail, barber shonp

hath hiize, brothet,
lawyer's oftire. mercantile,
Pony Exprag station and
the trapp+~s cabin along
with the Ind an villoge.
Bve-y ailding is eon-
plete insids and oul with
preng vhaol were of the

time pe.r'zo:l hetween 181
and 1880, (‘ulbertson elt h
orated.

Of 2ourse, there at¢
horses, buggies. cover:c
wagons ond  authemic

etothing, "We hadtodo e o
of goaralaz 1o locate o+



a - antt other ey from
voor 28 ven s ugo" he
- led,

A& three-ness
T towre is 1 beautiful
Poekgronnd aq enn appedr
& ohotogruphs Hike the Mis-

sotrl River luskoo i the
“‘(30;:. hefy e Leing
d-eedged, according Lo Cul-
Le-vigon.

Already a sart of the
c.ueh was a B0 bead Long
wn cattle herd, which also
makes  for appropriate
R aQry,

‘The purpose of the 1own,
overated as Wistern Fron-
tisr Adventare, i for phote

shoots, re-enactinents, mov-
les. pérsonal und company
getuways, trail rides, ete.

‘We and fellow re-enac-
ters portray cowhoys, Indi-
ans. Confedernte  and
Undon  troops.  cavairy,
h.sawhackers. wmountain
e, saloon pgicts and do
sorirayals of 'uster, the
Dorns and more," said Cul-
avrtson.

Millwood has attracted
ols of attentior. Most re-
ceatly a group of military
setzonnel frow Singapore
wis guests of ivansas Na-

tivial Guardsmen. with g
1oial of over 200 viziting the
i West comunnity for a
vicored supber and wild
Vi a; skits perferimed by tho
wrtson  eonacins  and
ti.er re-enactars, .neiud-
9. ‘ull-bleed In litns.

‘They were really excit
wi nhout the eveding, and 4
S1opapore mifite ry general
Erosonted me with  spe
cizl medal of apyp reciation,”
Larry said.

There have |een any
ot groups suci as this,
an: several doov moniaries
ar’ omovieg v Deer

gkt near
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Sote of e filming
frrmas using he
are Suantiowss Journeys.
Cenad:an Hidden Hill Pro-
Jducticas, Bueslon Indigo
filmms, Iiistery Channet
Modia Group aad the St
dudeph bonvemium and Vis-
itors Bureonu, 'tae ATograms
reguently apw:u on pub
lic television,

Phoio shoows zre part of
ikt business. e can have
coordinated svestes and
fizhes throuagh it the shoot.
but ariists ar: more than
welcome to ash models to
do certain things for the
cawners,” Calboitsen stated.

Models are eguipped
with authentic weapons,
horse tack anc clothing, "It
gives oine & seene right out
of a Remington or Russell
painting,” Larry declared,

Serving as rz2 vnactor eo-
ordinator, Cowkboy (Rob) is
also in charpe of the
firearms collecilon, includ-
ing several dioen pieces.

fukicd ar e
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facilities

"We load our own shells
with corn meal for the
shooting scenes. These can
cause damage, 50 re-enae-
tors do not shoot right at
one another,” he pointed
out. .

Many of the models have
been featured in movies in-
cluding Rough Riders, Buf
falo Soldiers and Ride With
The Devil. They've been
written about in several na-
tional pubHeations.

"The models can explain
the difference between a
certain weapon and its
use,” Cowboy (Rob) noted,
"They can also. readily dis-
cuss different horse tack
and clothing.”

Horses were the first
love ,of the Culbertson
cousing, and horses are a
major part of the western
town and every thing done
in the countryside and
water sights around it.

All of the Culbertsons
bave horses. "I have 10

fovagicy,
st receat aee

Oid West Sbootout, Josse

danmy, The utunoed,

Tie
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horses, Cowboy has 10 and
Don has 15 horses " Larry
calculated.

Several breeds in a wide
¢olor variation, both mares
and geldings; in a broad age
range are included in the
remuda,

Every one of these hors-

es gets in the movies. "They
are used to all of the guns
shooting and cannon shots

and don't even flinch," Cul- '

bertson said.

Acquiring the horses-

wasn't done overnight, Cul-

bertson pointed out. It's

taken many years to find
just the right horses to work
in the scenes.

"Some of our best ones
are getting old now, and we
are always on the lockout
for horses that we can use,”
Larry commented,

The Culbertsons are
fruly Iiving their dream as
cowboys of over a century
aga.

Cowboy (Rob) Culbertson, right, has been an oid time
re-enactor for over 25 years and was instrumental in
construction of the frontier town site, Millwood, near
Easton. He's participating in one of the movies filmed
recently at the location.

Additional information
about the frontier town is
available by contacting
Larry Culbertson at 913

T73-8537 or email webmas-
ter@westernfrontieradven
ture.com.



Cowboy Cousins Construct Old West Town For Movies

The Culbertson cousins are living their childhood fantasies.

Not uniike many young people growing up in the 1950s, the Culbertsons' idols were cowboys. Many an
afternoon was spent at the cowboy movie matinee, and the cousins had the bonus of riding horses on their
grandfather's farm.

“We've always loved horses, fiked to ride and wanted to be cowboys," said Larry Culbertson, who with his
cousins, Rob, best known as Cowboy, and Don are old time cowboy re-enactors. They do frontier shows for
the public as well as make living-history documentaries and movies.

"Cowboy (Rob) has been a re-enactor for over 25 years, and Don and | and ali of our families have been
involved in the business for some time too,” continued Larry, at his Texas Tea Ranch near Easton.

While performing as cowboy re-enactors, the Culbertsons saw the need for an authentic frontier town site
and scenery.

"After spending countless hours on the movie set of Ride With The Devil in Pattonsburg, Mo., Cowboy (Rob)
suggested that we build a permanent old west town," Larry recalled.

"Many sets are built specifically for a movie, and then most of them are just buli dozed down," he added.

The town, proposed to be built by the Culbertson cousins, would have to be void of modern day things, such
as telephone lines, nearby modern houses, streets and noise of the city.

“We knew that such a frontier setting would not only be a great asset to movie makers, but a benefit to the
community around it,” Larry related. -

If they could build their brainchild, the Culbertsons knew they would have one of only a few old west towns
that had an actual 360-degree view of nothing modern.

Perfect location was the 180-acre Leavenworth County farm that the Culbertson cousins had ridden horses
on throughout their lives. Larry and his wife, Chris, live on the land that has been in the family for many years.

‘It has the ideal scenery for a town and surrounding frontier atmosphere,” Larry related.

Construction on the town site, a mile from the ranch headquarters, was started in 1998. Finding necessary
materials was a major task, and recycied lumber was used for the structures.

“The first building was a log trapper's cabin located just below the road to where the town was to be situat-
ed,” Culbertson explained. "We needed scenery for people to see along the way, so we designed a place for
an Indian village too."

The town required four years to complete, with the Culbertson cousins doing most of the labor personally.
"We call it Millwood," Larry related. "There are a total of 13 buildings with no modern conveniences such as
electricity and running water."

Included are a two-story saloon, First National Bank, OK Corral, blacksmith shop, sheriff's office, log cabin
jail, barber shop, bath house, brothel, lawyer's office, mercantile, Pony Express station and the trapper's cabin
along with the Indian village.

‘Every building is complete inside and out with props which were of the time period between 1840 and
1880," Culbertson elaborated.

Of course, there are horses, buggies, covered wagons and authentic clothing. "We had to do a lot of search-
ing to locate outfits and other items from over 125 years ago," he added.

A three-acre lake near the town is a beautiful background and can appear in photographs like the Missouri
River looked in the 1800s, before being dredged, according to Culbertson.

Already a part of the ranch was a 50-head Longhorn cattle herd, which also makes for appropriate scenery.

Purpose of the town, operated as Western Frontier Adventure, is for photo shoots, re-enactments, movies,
personal and company getaways, trail rides, etc.

"We and fellow re-enactors portray cowboys, Indians, Confederate and Union troops, cavalry, bushwhack-
ers, mountain men, saloon girls, and do portrayals of Custer, the Earps and more," Culbertson indicated.

Millwood has attracted lots of attention. Most recently a group of military personnel from Singapore was
guests of Kansas National Guardsmen, with a total of aver 200 visiting the old west community for a catered
supper and wild west skits performed by the Culbertson cousins and other re-enactors, including full blood Indi-
ans.

“They were really excited about the evening, and a Singapore military general presented me with a special
medal of appreciation,” Larry said.

There have been many tour groups such as this, and several documentaries and movies have been filmed
at the location. Among the most recent are Old West Shootout, Jesse James, The Shunnad, The Man Who
Shot Jesse James and Pony Express.

Some of the filming firms using the facilities are Sunflower Journey, Canadian Hidden Hill Productions,
Boston Indigo Films, History Channel Media Group and the St. Joseph Convention and Visitors Bureau. The
programs frequently appear on public television.



Photo shoots are part of the business. "We can have coordinated scenes and fights throughout the shoot,
but artists are more than welcome to ask models to do certain things for the camera," Culbertson stated.

Models are equipped with authentic weapons, horse tack and clothing. "It gives one a scene right out of a
Remington or Russell painting,” Larry declared.

Serving as re-enactor coordinator, Cowboy (Rob) is also in charge of the firearms collection, including sev-
eral dozen pieces. "We load our own shells with comn meal for the shooting scenes. These can cause damage,
so re-enactors do not shoot right at one another,” he pointed out.

Many of the models have been featured in movies including Rough Riders, Buffalo Soldiers and Ride With
The Devil. They've been written about in several national publications.

"The models can explain the difference between a certain weapon and its use,” Cowboy (Rob) noted. "They
can aiso readily discuss different horse tack and clothing."

Horses were the first love of the Culbertson cousins, and horses are a major part of the western town and
every thing done in the countryside and water sights around it.

All of the Culbertsons have horses. "l have 10 horses, Cowboy has 10 and Don has 15 horses," Larry cal-
culated.

Several breeds in a wide color variation, both mares and geldings, in a broad age range are included in the
remuda.

Every one of these horses gets in the movies. "They are used to all of the guns shooting and cannon shots
and don't even flinch,” Culbertson insisted.

Acquiring the horses wasn't done over night, Culbertson pointed out. It's taken many years to find just the
right horses to work in the scenes.

"Some of our best ones are getting old now, and we
are always on the lookout for horses that we can use,”
Larry commented.

The Culbertsons are truly living their dream as cow-
boys of over a ceniury ago.

Additional information about the frontier town is
available by contacting Larry Culbertson at H13-773-
8537 or email webmaster@westernfrontieradven-
ture.com.

A group of military personnel from Singapore
was guests of Kansas National Guardsmen with a
total of over 200 visiting the old west community,
near Easton, for a catered supper and wild west
skits performed by the Culbertson family and
other re-enactors, including full biood Indians.

Cowboy (Rob) Culbertson, right, has been an

old time re-enactor for over 25 years and was
instrumental in construction of the frontier town
site, Millwood, near Easton. He's participating in
one of the movies filmed recently at the location.

Larry and Chris Culbertson and their sons Larry
Jr. and Chad are in costume for a movie filmed at
the frontier town site they've built on their Texas
Tea Ranch near Easton.



