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Stallion selection is difficult decision 
It's time to breed a mare 

for next year's foal, but 
'which stallion should be 
used for mating? 

This is a complex ques
tion for people with mares 
who do not have their own 
stallions. There is no easy 
answer, and the options are 
seemingly endless. 

Many mare owners 
make the decision several 
months, sometimes even 
years, in advance. For oth
ers, selecting a stallion for 
mating is a spur-of-the-mo
ment thing, that in reality 
deserves special consider
ation. 

"There are a number of 
factors involved in select
ing a stallion," accorrling to 
.Joann Kouba, K-State as
sistant professor in ~quine 
research and teaching. 

"It's a very imiividual 
situation, and tlw factors 
that people consider im
portant can be .,,e-·y Jiiffer-

ent/' she said. 
First criterion in stal

lion selection is to know 
what one expects from his 
offspring. "It's essential to 
have a plan for the foal 
rather than just breed to a 
stallion because he is a 
certain color or somebody 
else bred their mare to 
him," Kouba said. 

The mare is an intricate 
part ofthe equation. If one 
has a pleasure-riding mare 
and wants to raise that 
type, then a stallion with 
such a background would 
be selected. "However, if 
there is an interest in di
versifying usage of the off
spring, breeding to a stal
lion with a cow horse or 
other performance pedi
gree might be considered." 
the specialist suggested. 

"The pedigree of the 
stallion should be strong in 
the traits wanted in th{· 
foal and what it might bf' 

expected to do in the fu
ture/' she added. 

The stallion should have 
a performance and sire 
record for the characteris
tics desired. "There are a 
lot of unproven stallions 
available for breeding," 
Kouba said. "It's best if you 
know the stallion can per
form and produce the traits 
for which he is bred." 

Conformation of the 
stallion is of high impor
tance. "The stallion must 

complement the mare."' 
Kouba recognized. 

A long-backed mare 
preferably would not be 
mated to a long-backed 
stallion. Likewise, a light 
muscled mare probably 
should be bred to a heavier 
muscled sire. 

"If a mare has a confor~ 
mation deficiency, it would 
be desirable to make up for 
that weakness by crossing 
her with a stallions that is 
stronger in that area, n 

Kouba emphasized. 
Changes desired in an 

offspring can sometimes be 
compensated for by the 
stallion. 11When a mare is 
short, and more height is 
wanted, a person can try to 
breed to a taller sire and 
that cross might give you 
the desired result, but it 
doesn't always work th<'lt 
way," the s-peciaHst contin
ued. 

Photographs) writtpn 

material .?Pd arlvertish1g of 
stallions can somctimf!s be 
deceiving or not rrovidf! a 
mare own~:r \Yith enough 
information. ''If pos~ihle 
it":" alway.~ best to look at 
the stallinn b~fore meking 
a decisior :• Knub:J. said. 

A calrr temperament is 
essential in the stallion. 
"Despite tlJe genPtics and 
conformation of your foal. 
hf' is not gning to he a gr~at 
horse without a good tem
perament .. Kouba said. 

"There ls no excuse for 
using a statlion with Cl had 
attitude .:l.nd transmHting 
those characteristics to his 
offspring,·· shE> continued. 

While there are discus
sions ahnnt whether the 
stallion nr thE' mtlrf~ might 
contribute mnre to tern-

pcramC'nt of the hr l. 
Kouba ~s. 0f the opir i( 1~ 

that the percentage.c; 4.''~ 

wetghtC'-rl a little hew i''r 
to\,·ar<lllv~ mare. 

"! t!1ink both parent'' 
are important for how ! hai. 
foal will turn out, but a 
mare's unique personalitr 
and lwr attitude aronnd 
people as that foal is grow
ing, ran certainly be 
picked ur hy her foal." sh(~ 
said. 

"If a stallion is a pr<1v~:n 
producer. I think hhwon
tribuition to the foal cnmes 
out more in the foal's ath~ 
letic ability and the ease 
with w11\rb that foal can he 
trained,'' she :::aid. Al~ 

though she noted that t!Jt)re 
is no reason to breed fn a 
stallion with a bad attihrlc 



--------·----· 
ancl risk passing that trait 
ot..tv a foal when there are 
so many stalliom; availaLle 
for breeding. 

Col~Jr seems co go in fads 
with iHJrse owners, and 
some pt·ople have a defi* 
nite color pn·t'E:rence in 
horses they OWH, !Jreed and 
l'i...ic.·. He, wever, irl actuality, 
evltJr of a h1J1'Sl· .shuuld not 
takt> IJf~!cedent·t~ over the 
afore llH·ntitJned criteria. A 
sbilion meeth~g. all other 
n·quire,neuts fur mating, 
aud with a per3lJll&lly pre~ 
fened valor, I.!Ul• then be 
C<Jn:;;idel·ed as liositive for 
mw on 0ne's m4te. 

Tht.::r.J i:; "11\l industry 
staitd&rd'' 1'0£ stallion serv
ice fee~. Howe\'er, Kouba 
s~ti<t, '' Y,m usw.lly get what 
yuu pay for." 

A "baseline of $1,000" 
was calculated by the spe
cialist. "A stallion with a 
service fee in that area 
should have a performance 
record, but they may not be 
a proven producer yet,'' 
she explained. 

There are stallions iH 
the $500 to $1,000 fee range, 
\hat have excellent pedi-
grees and should be per
formers and producers/ but 
they are not proven in ei~ 
ther area. '1These stallions 
can be used successfully in 
some instances, but th·ere 
is no proof of their produc
ing ability," Kouba pointed 
out. 

Paying higher stallion 
fees and also extremely 
low stud fees was discour
aged. It's difficult to justify 

paying a high fee, especial
ly if a person does not have 
an extensive plan to take 
the offspring to the maxi
mum potential for which it 
was bred, she clarified. 

While many stallions 
are standing for service 
fees from $200 to $500, 
Kouba warned that these 
stallions often lack the po
tential to be top producers. 
11There are too many hors-· 
es being raised that do not 
have the quality and ability· 
to improve the industry," 
Kouba said. "I don't think 
we need to· be producing 
more of those horses." 

Other things mare own
ers need to consider when 
selecting a stallion for 

breeding include mare 
care and facilities, veteri
narian costs, guarantees 
and breeding contracts. 



Stallion Selection Is Difficult Decision 

It's time to breed a mare for next year's foal, but which stallion should be used for mating? 
This is a complex question for people with mares who do not have their own stallions. There is no easy 

answer, and the options are seemingly endless. 
Many mare owners make the decision several months, sometimes even years, in advance. For others, 

selecting a stallion for mating is a spur-of-the-moment thing, that in reality deserves special considerations. 
"There are a number of factors involved in selecting a stallion," according to Joann Kouba, K-State assis

tant professor in equine research and teaching. 
"It's a very individual situation, and the factors that people consider important can be very different," she 

insisted. 
First criteria in stallion selection is to know what one expects from his offspring. "It's essential to have a plan 

for the foal, rather than just breed to a stallion because he is a certain color or somebody else bred their mare 
to him," Kouba said. 

The mare is an intricate part of the equation. If one has a pleasure-riding mare and wants to raise that type, 
then a stallion with such a background would be selected. "However, if there is an interest in diversifying usage 
of the offspring, breeding to a stallion with a cow horse or other performance pedigree might be considered," 
the specialist suggested. 

"The pedigree of the stallion should be strong in the traits wanted in the foal and what it might be expected 
to do in the future," she added. 

The stallion should have a performance and sire record for the characteristics desired. "There are a lot of 
unproven stallions available for breeding," Kouba related. "It's best if you know the stallion can perform and 
produce the traits for which he is bred." 

Conformation of the stallion is of high importance. "The stallion must complement the mare," Kouba recog
nized. 

A long-backed mare preferably would not be mated to a long-backed stallion. Likewise, a light muscled mare 
probably should be bred to a heavier muscled sire. 

"If a mare has a conformation deficiency, it would be desirable to make up for that weakness, by crossing 
her with a stallion that is stronger in that area," Kouba emphasized. 

Changes desired in an offspring can sometimes be compensated for by the stallion. "When a mare is short, 
and more height is wanted, a person can try to breed to a taller sire. That cross might produce the desired 
result, but it doesn't always work that way," the specialist indicated. 

Photographs, written material and advertising of stallions can sometimes be deceiving or not provide a mare 
owner with enough information. "If possible, it's always best to go see the stallion before making a decision," 
Kouba advised. 

A calm temperament is essential in the stallion. "Despite the genetics and conformation of a foal, he is not 
going to be a great horse without a good temperament," Kouba acknowledged. 

"There is no excuse ·for using a stallion with a bad attitude and transmitting those characteristics to his off
spring," she continued. 

While there are discussions about whether the stallion or the mare might contribute more to the tempera
ment of the foal, Kouba is of the opinion that the percentages are weighted a little heavier towards the mare. 

"I think both parents are important for how that foal will turn out, but a mare's unique personality and her atti
tude around people as that foal is growing, can certainly be picked up by her foal. That will probably affect that 
foal's personality more than the stallion's influence," the specialist stated. 

"If a stallion is a proven producer, I think his contribution to the foal comes out more in the foal's athletic abil
ity, and the ease with which that foal can be trained," she continued. "However, there is no reason to breed to 
a stallion with a bad attitude and risk copying those behaviors to the foal, when such a large number of stal
lions are available for breeding." 

Color seems to go in fads with horse owners, and some people have a definite color preference in horses 
they own, breed and ride. However, in actuality, color of a horse should not take precedence over the fore men
tioned criteria. 

A stallion meeting all other requirements for mating, and with a personally preferred color, can then be con
sidered as positive for use on one's mare. 

There is "no industry standard" for stallion service fees. However, Kouba admitted, "You usually get what 
you pay for." 

A "baseline of $1 ,000" was calculated by the specialist. "A stallion with a service fee in that area should have 
a performance and, preferably also, a proven sire record," she explained. 

There are plenty of stallions in the $500 to $1,000 fee range, that have excellent pedigrees and might have 
a performance record, but they may not be a proven producer yet. "These stallions can be used successfully 
as a cross on a mare, but you just need to realize there is no track record for the stallion in terms of produc
ing ability," Kouba pointed out. 



While many stallions are standing for service fees from $200 to $500, Kouba warned that these stallions 
often lack the potential to be top producers. "There are too many horses being raised that do not have the qual
ity and ability to improve the industry," Kouba declared. "I don't think we need to be producing more of those 
horses." 

Other things mare owners need to consider when selecting a stallion for breeding include mare care and 
facilities, veterinarian costs, guarantees and breeding contracts. 

A stallion for breeding a mare should first be 
selected for what is expected from his offspring. 
Also of key importance are conformation and tem
perament as well as cost of service fees. 


