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Pinto Horses Are Perfect Niche 
For Talented Augusta Horsewoman 

Little Joe Cartwright 
rode his black and white 
Pinto, Cochise, on the long
running television western 
Bonanza. 

That was well before 
Lauren DeMott was even 
born. 

Yet, there's a direct tie 
between Little Joe and the 
2006-2007 Miss Pinto of 
America, who was also in
ducted into the Pinto 
Queens Hall of Fame this 
spring. 

"My Mom always remem
bered Little Joe riding a 
black and white "Pinto, and 
when I kept hounding her 
and Dad to get me a horse, 
she insisted that we look for 
one like that," DeMott re
called. 

Mom, Nancee Fleming, 
chimed in agreement, "I 
grew up watching Bonanza, 
liked Cochise and gravi
tated toward a horse of a 
different color. We were 
fortunate to find a 
Pinto to meet Lauren's 
needs." 

From that start a mere 
nine years ago, DeMott has 
moved fast forward, with 
Pinto Horses and diverse 

going to more and larger 
shows," DeMott clarified. 

Before remm1scing 
about her many Pinto expe~ 
riences, DeMott detailed 
the difference between 
Paint and Pinto breed asso~ 
ciations, which she was 
often called upon to do dur
ing her reign as Miss Pinto 
of America. "The Pinto 
Horse Association of Amer~ 
ica CPtHAl is a color breed 
organization," she advised. 

activities related to them. "I 
always wanted to be around 
horses, and I participated 
in the 4-H horseless horse 
project until I finally got my 
first Pinto, April, a 12-year
old mare." 

Actually, April is double 
registered as a Pinto and a 
Paint Horse. "I started 
showing in 4-H and other 
local shows along with 
Paint competitions, but it 
was the Pinto events that re
ally got me enthused about 

"Horses eligible for regis
tration must . have four 
square inches of white 
above the knees and behind 
the head." 

That is basically the only 
requirement. "We have 
stock type. Paint and, Quar
ter Horses; pleasure type, 
Arabians and Morgans; 
hunter type, Thorough
breds; and saddle type, Sad
dlebreds and Walking Hors
es, in addition to ponies and 

Miniatures with adequate 
color," she continued. Ap
paloosas, mules and draft 
horses are not allowed in 
the registry. 

Quickly, DeMott added, 
"In addition to classes for 
all of the types, Pinto shows 
have unique classes, not of
fered at most competitions. In the ideal Pinto class, 
horses are evaluated on 
conformation, color and 
performance. We also have 
discipline rail and strictly 
color classes." 

While DeMott's first 
horse is a Pinto, it is not a 
black and white. "April is a 
brown and white tobiano 
which designates the color 
pattern going over her 

· back," the horsewoman cri
tiqued. "April was more in
clined for speed events, but 
I did most everything in
cluding showing quite suc
cessfully in halter with her 
in the beginning." 

"April was also used by 
Lauren's cousins the first 

Lauren DeMott has been 
sucessful showing her 
Pintos. 

year she owned her as their 
4-H project in Neosho Coun
ty," credited Fleming. 

When her dad, Dan De
Mott, had a job change, to 
Canada, the family moved 
back to near Goddard, 

where DeMott attended 
high school. She became in
volved in the Sedgwick 
County 4-H program and 
participated in the Heart
land Youth Rodeo Associa
tion, the South Central 
Stock Horse Association 
and other non-breed events. 

"Lauren and April did 
real well in the barrels, 
poles and goat tying at the 
junior rodeo circuit compe~ 
titions in Kingman," Flem
ing noted. 

DeMott's second Pinto, 
Zip, another brown and 
white, this one an overo 
color-patterned gelding, 
also double registered as a 
Paint, was selected to com
pete more successfUlly in 
showmanship and rail 
classes. 

''I qualified in several 4-
H events with both of my 
horses, in both English and 
Western competition at the 
state fair," DeMott remem-
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bered. "Actually, I do just 
about everything, except 
jumping. I haven't tried that 
yet." 

However, there also con
tinued to be the draw of 
Pinto competition. "I en
tered Pinto shows in Kansas 
and did well, but the World 
Show was in Tulsa, which 
really isn't that far, so I de
cided to enter there, too," 
DeMott explained. "You 
don't have to qualify a Pinto 
for the World Show like 
with Paints and Quarter 
Horses. All you have to do is 
pay the entry fees. So that's 
another difference and ad
vantage of the breed." 

Her achievements at the 
Pinto World Show remain as 
highlights of DeMott's show 
career. "I was fortunate to 
place in the top five in sev
eral events my first year, so 
that made me want to try 
harder and continue to go 
back," she commented. 
"They really give nice 36-
inch rosettes, and I ended 
up placing in the top five a 
number of times at the 
World Show." 

Earning several rodeo 
queen crowns, DeMott was 
named a Kansas Pinto 
Princess and then Kansas 
Pinto Queen, qualifying her 
to enter the Miss Pip.to of 
America Pageant. Signing 
the registration was the 
easy part, because the di
verse events involved in the 
two~week activities could 
be called a marathon. 

Among the categories 
were horse knowledge, pub
lic speaking, modeling, in
terviews, photogenics, con
geniality, English equi
tation and Western horse
manship. "The hardest part 
really was the personality 

knowledged. "I really ap
preciate the support every
body gave me." 

Diligent efforts and di
verse talents paid off for 
DeMott as she was crowned 
Miss Pinto of America and 
also collected special 
awards for interview, per
sonality and equitation. 
Among her numerous 
queen tokens were the 
sparkling tiara, a silver
mounted saddle, an en
graved buckle and a lOOX 
hat. 

Then she went to work 
representing Pintos with 
her dedicated belief in the 
breed and its merits. "I at
tended all of the PtHA na
tional events, the Paint 
Congress and several other 
major activities," she stat
ed. 

In addition to he.r horse 
project, DeMott was active 
in many other 4-H projects. 
"You can just about name it 
and I was enrolled: leader
ship, dog, photography, 
cooking and a lot more. I 
served two terms as presi
dent and two years as vice 
president of my 4-H club," 
she reminisced. 

After high school, De
Mott enrolled in agricultur
al and mass communica
tions classes at Butler Com
munity College in El Dora
do, where she served as edi
tor of the school newspa
per." I had such a diverse 
class schedule that when I 
graduated, my degree was 
in liberal arts," she re
marked. 

Now living with her mom 
in Augusta, DeMott, 21, is 
furthering her journalism 
studies, with emphasis on 

print media, at Wichita 
State University. "I was copy 
editor of the WSU newspa
per last year, and this sum
mer I'm an intern at the 
Butler Marketing Depart
ment. I want to get all of the 

experiences I can/' she 
pointed out. 

Intentions call for com
pletion of a degree and 
employment in the peri
odical profession. "I would 
like to work for a major 
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horse magazine," DeMott re
layed. 

With no letdown in ap
preciation for Pintos, De
Mott has sold Zip, so anoth
er enthusiast can put him to 
good use. ··we bred April, 
and she had a Pinto foal last 
year, that we named Otter. 
He's a yearling, and I plan 
to train and show him," De
Mott related. 

It was sad for DeMott 
when she gave up her Miss 
Pinto of America title to her 
successor in 2007, but cli
max for her endeavors came 
with an induction into the 
Pinto Queen Hall of Fame 

at the national Pinto head
quarters in Bethany, Okla. 
'"Although my reign will 
have long passed, my pic
ture will always hang in the 
gallery for future genera
tions to see," she exclaimed. 

In summarizing, DeMott 
recognized. "Another thing 
that separates Pintos from 
some other breeds is its 
family atmosphere. I re~ 
ceived so much support 
from my fellow Pinto mem
bers. Without them, I could
n't have accomplished 
everything I have in my 
horse career. ·with Pintos, 

Continued on page 12 

Lauren DeMott of Augusta raised a brown and white 
foal called Otter out of her first Pinto Horse, April, last 
year. 

judging, because we were .. 
being evaluated at all times 
by ten secret judges in 
everything we did,'" DeMott 
said. 

Participation was costly 
too, as DeMott had to wear a 
new Western or English out
fit every day. "I wouldn't 
have been able to partici
pate if it hadn't been for all 
of my generous sponsors, in
cluding the Kansas Pinto 
Horse Association," she ac-

Continued from page 13 

it's not just com.petition, but 
more enjoyment. We. all just 
have fun." 

While her future will 
take many directional 
turns, DeMott insisted, "I 
won't be able to get rid of 
my appreciation for Pinto 
Horses. I like the color, and 
I won't have anything else. 
Every horse is different, but 
Pintos are each unique and 
beautiful.'" 

Miss Pinto of America 2006-2007 Lauren DeMott of 
Augusta, shown with one of her Pinto Horses, Zip, is a 
believer in the Pinto Horse Association of America. 



Pinto Horses Are Perfect Niche For Talented Augusta Horsewoman 

Little Joe Cartwright rode his black and white Pinto, Cochise, on the long-running television western Bonan
za. 

That was well before Lauren DeMott was even born. 
Yet, there's a direct tie between Little Joe and the 2006-2007 Miss Pinto of America, who was also induct

ed into the Pinto Queens Hall of Fame this spring. 
"My Mom always remembered Little Joe riding a black and white Pinto, and when I kept hounding her and 

Dad to get me a horse, she insisted that we look for one like that," DeMott recalled. 
Morn, Nancee Fleming, chimed in agreement, "I grew up watching Bonanza, liked Cochise and gravitated 

toward a horse of a different color. We were fortunate to find a Pinto to meet Lauren's needs." 
From that start a mere nine years ago, DeMott has moved fast forward, with Pinto Horses and diverse activ

ities related to them. "I always wanted to be around horses, and I participated in the 4-H horseless horse proj
ect until I finally got my first Pinto, April, a 12-year-old mare." 

Actually, April is double registered as a Pinto and a Paint Horse. "I started showing in 4-H and other local 
shows along with Paint competitions, but it was the Pinto events that really got me enthused about going to 
more and larger shows," DeMott clarified. 

Before reminiscing about her many Pinto experiences, DeMott detailed the difference between Paint and 
Pinto breed associations, which she was often called upon to do during her reign as Miss Pinto of America. 
"The Pinto Horse Association of America (PtHA) is a color breed organization," she advised. "Horses eligible 
for registration must have four square inches of white above the knees and behind the head." 

That is basically the only requirement. "We have stock type, Paint and Quarter Horses; pleasure type, Ara
bians and Morgans; hunter type, Thoroughbreds; and saddle type, Saddlebreds and Walking Horses, in addi
tion to ponies and Miniatures with adequate color," she continued. Appaloosas, mules and draft horses are not 
allowed in the registry. 

Quickly, DeMott added, "In addition to classes for all of the types, Pinto shows have unique classes, not 
offered at most competitions. In the ideal Pinto class, horses are evaluated on conformation, color and per
formance. We also have discipline rail and strictly color classes." 

While DeMott's first horse is a Pinto, it is not a black and white. "April is a brown and white tobiano which 
designates the color pattern going over her back," the horsewoman critiqued. "April was more inclined for 
speed events, but I did most everything including showing quite successfully in halter with her in the begin
ning.~~ 

"April was also used by Lauren's cousins the first year she owned her as their 4-H project in Neosho Coun
ty," credited Fleming. 

When her dad, Dan DeMott, had a job change, to Canada, the family moved back to near Goddard, where 
DeMott attended high school. She became involved in the Sedgwick County 4-H program and participated in 
the Heartland Youth Rodeo Association, the South Central Stock Horse Association and other non-breed 
events. 

"Lauren and April did real well in the barrels, poles and goat tying at the junior rodeo circuit competitions in 
Kingman," Fleming noted. 

DeMott's second Pinto, Zip, another brown and white, this one an overo color-patterned gelding, also dou
ble registered as a Paint, was selected to compete more successfully in showmanship and rail classes. 

"I qualified in several 4-H events with both of my horses, in both English and Western competition at the 
state fair," DeMott remembered. "Actually, I do just about everything, except jumping. I haven't tried that yet." 

However, there also continued to be the draw of Pinto competition. "I entered Pinto shows in Kansas and 
did well, but the World Show was in Tulsa, which really isn't that far, so I decided to enter there, too," DeMott 
explained. "You don't have to qualify a Pinto for the World Show like with Paints and Quarter Horses. All you 
have to do is pay the entry fees. So that's another difference and advantage of the breed." 

Her achievements at the Pinto World Show remain as highlights of DeMott's show career. "I was fortunate 
to place in the top five in several events my first year, so that made me want to try harder and continue to go. 
back," she commented. "They really give nice 36-inch rosettes, and I ended up placing in the top five a num
ber of times at the World Show." 

Earning several rodeo queen crowns, DeMott was named a Kansas Pinto Princess and then Kansas Pinto 
Queen, qualifying her to enter the Miss Pinto of America Pageant. Signing the registration was the easy part, 
because the diverse events involved in the two-week activities could be called a marathon. 

Among the categories were horse knowledge, public speaking, modeling, interviews, photogenics, conge
niality, English equitation and Western horsemanship. "The hardest part really was the personality judging, 
because we were being evaluated at all times by ten secret judges in everything we did," DeMott said. 



Participation was costly too, as DeMott had to wear a new Western or English outfit every day. "I wouldn't 
have been able to participate if it hadn't been for all of rny generous sponsors, including the Kansas Pinto 
Horse Association," she acknowledged. "I really appreciate the support everybody gave me." 

Diligent efforts and diverse talents paid off for DeMott as she was crowned Miss Pinto of America and also 
collected special awards for interview, personality and equitation. Among her numerous queen tokens were the 
sparkling tiara, a silver-mounted saddle, an engraved buckle and a 1 OOX hat. 

Then she went to work representing Pintos with her dedicated belief in the breed and its merits. "I attended 
all of the PtHA national events, the Paint Congress and several other major activities," she stated. 

In addition to her horse project, DeMott was active in many other 4-H projects. "You can just about name it 
and I was enrolled: leadership, dog, photography, cooking and a lot more. I served two terms as president and 
two years as vice president of my 4-H club," she reminisced. 

After high school, DeMott enrolled in agricultural and mass communications classes at Butler Community 
College in ElDorado, where she served as editor of the school newspaper." I had such a diverse class sched
ule that when I graduated, my degree was in liberal arts," she remarked. 

Now living with her mom in Augusta, DeMott, 21, is furthering her journalism studies, with emphasis on print 
media, at Wichita State University. "I was copy editor of the WSU newspaper last year, and this summer I'm 
an intern at the Butler Marketing Department. I want to get all of the experiences I can," she pointed out. 

Intentions call for completion of a degree and employment in the periodical profession. "I would like to work 
for a major horse magazine," DeMott relayed. 

With no letdown in appreciation for Pintos, DeMott has sold Zip, so another enthusiast can put him to good 
use. "We bred April, and she had a Pinto foal last year, that we named Otter. He's a yearling, and I plan to train 
and show him," DeMott related. 

It was sad for DeMott when she gave up her Miss Pinto of America title to her successor in 2007, but cli
max for her endeavors came with an induction into the Pinto Queen Hall of Fame at the national Pinto head
quarters in Bethany, Okla. "Although my reign will have long passed, my picture will always hang in the gallery 
for future generations to see," she exclaimed. 

In summarizing, DeMott recognized, "Another thing that separates Pintos from some other breeds is its fam
ily atmosphere. I received so much support from my fellow Pinto members. Without them, I couldn't have 
accomplished everything I have in my horse career. With Pintos, it's not just competition, but more enjoyment. 
We all just have fun." 

While her future will take many directional turns, DeMott insisted, "I won't be able to get rid of my apprecia
tion for Pinto Horses. I like the color, and I won't have anything else. Every horse is different, but Pintos are 
each unique and beautiful." 

Lauren DeMott of Augusta raised a brown and 
white foal called Otter out of her first Pinto Horse, 
April, last year. Plans call for DeMott to train and 
exhibit the home-raised horse in Pinto shows. "April 
had a hard time foaling, so this will probably be the 
only horse we'll have out of her, which makes him 
even more special," DeMott commented. 



Miss Pinto of America 2006-2007 Lauren DeMott 
of Augusta, shown with one of her Pinto Horses, 
Zip, is a believer in the Pinto Horse Association of 
America. Horses of all riding disciplines which 
'11eet color requirements are eligible for registration 

nd show competition, including a number of 
classes unique to the organization. 

Few limitations have been found with Pinto Hors
es by Lauren DeMott, who shows in nearly all West
ern and English events, except jumping. Riding 
April and Zip (shown here), DeMott has collected 
titles in 4-H, non-breed and registered competitions 
throughout the Midwest. 


