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for The loue Of Horses 
BJJ O"ran.f.< J. Budlman .... 

Saving Lives Of Horses Is 
Woman's 'Passionate' Goal 

"I can't see how anyone 
can say they're a horse 
lover and that they believe 
in horse slaughter in the 
same breath." 

Her ire is obviously 
raised as Kristin Chambers 
emphatically challenges 
anybody professing belief 
in slaughter as a method of 
dealing with surplus and 
unwanted horses. 

"Slaughter of horses is 
certainly wrong, no niatte:r 
how anyone wants to argue 
it," Chambers opfned. 
"These are-America's hors~ 
es, and we don't eat horse 
meat in this country. No 
horse should have to go 
through what those trans
ported and killed to be 
served as a human delicacy 
in another country do. 

''They are transported 
without any regard for 
their comfort and safety. 

Their last minutes of life 
are spent in pain and ter
ror," Chambers insisted. 
"USDA veterinarians have 
testified that the majority 
of the horses regain con
sciousness 30 seconds after 
the cattle-desigoed, cap
tive-bolt stunning. They ex
perience the bleed-out 
alive and sentient." 

Unlike the movie stars 
and. others who have made 
slrriilar proelairi:atiofis, 
Chambers has··atepped up 
to the plate to do her part 
to protect and care for 
abused, neglected and un-

wanted horses and those 
headed for slaughter. 

Winding Road Equine 
Rescue and Retirement is 
being operated by Cham
bers near Waverly, with 
one purpose: to save lives 
of horses destined for the 
packer. A home is provided 
for rescued ho.rs·es an.,d as a 
retirement plaCe for older 
horses. 

"I rescued my first horse 
from neglect in March 2005, 
and soon three more were 
adopted," Chambers re
called. "Before long, others 
heard about what we were 

doing and contacted us to 
save additional horses." 

Horses have come to 
Winding Road from many 
sources, with executive di
rector Chambers even buy
ing at auctions, when 
they're headed for process
ing. "Many people think 
that lame, old and sick 
horses are the only ones 
going to slaughter, but sta
tistics prove that is not 
true," she verified. "Many 
are young, sound and . 
healthy horses." 

Other horses at the farm 
have come because people 
didn't have the capability 
to care for them any longer, 
yet wanted to be certain 
their lifelong friends had a 
good home. HAn owner's 
failing heaith is one reason 
some seek sanctuary for 
their horse here," Cham
bers described. 

Working with law en
forcement and the Humane 
Society of the Flint Hills, 
several horses that were 

Kristin Chambers is with the 18-year-old black Quarter 
Horse called Duke at her Winding Road Equine Res
cue and Retirement near Waverly. With a sweet per
sonality and being quite trustworthy, Duke is said to be 
a favorite with visitors and volunteers at the farm. 
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underfed have been res
cued after efforts to im~ 
prove nutrition programs 
have failed. 

"Sometimes, we just 
need to educate owners 
about how to care for their 
horses," Chambers quali
fied. "Horses are not like 
dogs and cats. Horses re
quire different and spe
cial management that 
many owners don't know 
about." 

Certain horses, specifi
cally young, old or timid 
animals, often ,don't do 
well in a public feeding en
vironment. "In some situa
tions, there is ample feed 
for the horses, but they are 
just not able to get it, be
cause of pecking order and 
dominance of other horses 
in the pen," Chambers ex
plained. "Horses are herd 
animals with a definite hi~ 
erarchy.'' 

In these situations, sim
ply separating some horses 
from others will eliminate 
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a malnutrition problem. "If 
everyone who wants and 
owns a horse could be edu
cated on proper handling, 
that would be just wonder
ful," Chambers empha
sized. 

uwe spend a lot of time 
educating people about ap
propriate care of horses. 
Many people want to do 
what is right, but they real
ly just don't know how," she 
remarked. 

Admittedly some horses 
have come to the farm be
cause they were starving. 
"We work closely with law 
enforcement if horses must 
be removed due to viola
tions of the Kansas Statute 
on Animal Cruelty," de
clared Chambers. 

In just over three years, 
Chambers' efforts have 
"grown like wildfire," she 
divulged. There are now up 
to 50 horses housed on 
the facility southeast of 
Beto Junction in Coffey 
County. 

"We've grown frol)l 
seven acres to 47 acres. and 
added a barn and three 
pasture loafing sheds to 
the existing buildingco," 
Chambers related. 

Stringent efforts are 
made to keep the farm " 
clean, healthy environment 
for its residents. "I'm a 
very good barn cleaner, 
and much of the wastes are 
composted and put back 
into use. We work hard and 
are open to suggestions on 
how to keep · Amf;rica 
green,., Chambers re~ 
marked, 

s 

Obviously, a lot of input 
is required for the opera- . 
lion. Chambers initially 
had to dip into her pockets 
to support the mission, hut 
as word has spread, so'hav;:; 
donations to support it. 

"We are non-profit, tax
exempt structured and de
pend on donations to sur
vive," she calculated. "This 
is not just in money contri
butions, but people have 
been generous in providing 
feed, supplies and labor. 
Winding Road Equine Res
cue and Retirement is ~ 501 
(c)(3) public charity, so all 
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cash donations are tax de
ductible." 

"We are very fortunate 
that many folks understand 
and appreciate what we're 
doing and have come to our 
assistance," she applaud
ed. "It definitely takes the 
support of the public." 

One such individual is 
Michael Soyez of Emporia. 
A life:long horseman, Soyez 
by co'l.ncidence visited the 
Windir.g Road Equine Res
cue, was impressed by the 

services rendered and soon 
decided to do his part to as
sist. 

He opened the Winding 
Road Thrift Store in Empo
ria, with the goal of donat~ 
ing a portion of proceeds to 
the horse rescue and re
tirement facility. "I decid
ed it was time to do it," 
Soyez proclaimed. "I decid
ed this would be a good 
thing, and I enjoy and ap-

Continued on page 12 



Saving Lives Of Horses Is Woman's 'Passionate' Goal 

"I can't see how anyone can say they're a horse lover and that they believe in horse slaughter in the 
same breath." 

Her ire is obviously raised as Kristin Chambers emphatically challenges anybody professing belief in 
slaughter as a method of dealing with surplus and unwanted horses. 

"Slaughter of horses is certainly wrong, no matter how anyone wants to argue it," Chambers opined. 
"These are America's horses, and we don't eat horse meat in this country. No horse should have to go 
through what those transported and killed to be served as a human delicacy in another country do. 

"They are transported without any regard for their comfort and safety. Their last minutes of life are spent in 
pain and terror," Chambers insisted. "USDA veterinarians have testified that the majority of the horses regain 
consciousness 30 seconds after the cattle-designed, captive-bolt stunning. They experience the bleed-out 
alive and sentient." 

Unlike the movie stars and others who have made similar proclamations, Chambers has stepped up to the 
plate to do her part to protect and care for abused, neglected and unwanted horses and those headed for 
slaughter. 

Winding Road Equine Rescue and Retirement is being operated by Chambers near Waverly, with one 
purpose: to save lives of horses destined for the packer. A home is provided for rescued horses and as a 
retirement place for older horses. 

"I rescued my first horse from neglect in March 2005, and soon three more were adopted," Chambers 
recalled. "Before long, others heard about what we were doing and contacted us to save additional horses." 

Horses have come to Winding Road from many sources, with executive director Chambers even buying at 
auctions, when they're headed for processing. "Many people think that lame, old and sick horses are the 
only ones going to slaughter, but statistics prove that is not true," she verified. "Many are young, sound and 
healthy horses." 

Other horses at the farm have come because people didn't have the capability to care for them any 
longer, yet wanted to be certain their lifelong friends had a good home. "An owner's failing health is one rea
son some seek sanctuary for their horse here," Chambers described. 

Working with law enforcement and the Humane Society of the Flint Hills, several horses that were under
fed have been rescued after efforts to improve nutrition programs have failed. 

"Sometimes, we just need to educate owners about how to care for their horses," Chambers qualified. 
"Horses are not like dogs and cats. Horses require different and special management that many owners 
don't know about." 

Certain horses, specifically young, old or timid animals, often don't do well in a public feeding environ
ment. "In some situations, there is ample feed for the horses, but they are just not able to get it, because of 
pecking order and dominance of other horses in the pen," Chambers explained. "Horses are herd animals 
with a definite hierarchy." 

In these situations, simply separating some horses from others will eliminate a malnutrition problem. "If 
everyone who wants and owns a horse could be educated on proper handling, that would be just wonderful," 
Chambers emphasized. 

"We spend a lot of time educating people about appropriate care of horses. Many people want to do what 
is right, but they really just don't know how," she remarked. 

Admittedly some horses have come to the farm because they were starving. "We work closely with law 
enforcement if horses must be removed due to violations of the Kansas Statute on Animal Cruelty," declared 
Chambers. 

In just over three years, Chambers' efforts have "grown like wildfire," she divulged. There are now up to 
50 horses housed on the facility southeast of Beto Junction in Coffey County. 

"We've grown from seven acres to 47 acres, and added a barn and three pasture loafing sheds to the 
existing buildings," Chambers related. 

Stringent efforts are made to keep the farm a clean, healthy environment for its residents. "I'm a very 
good barn cleaner, and much of the wastes are composted and put back into use. We work hard and are 
open to suggestions on how to keep America green," Chambers remarked. 

Obviously, a lot of input is required for the operation. Chambers initially had to dip into her pockets to sup
port the mission, but as word has spread, so have donations to support it. 



"We are non-profit, tax-exempt structured and depend on donations to survive," she calculated. "This is 
not just in money contributions, but people have been generous in providing feed, supplies and labor. Wind
ing Road Equine Rescue and Retirement is a 501 (c)(3) public charity, so all cash donations are tax 
deductible." 

"We are very fortunate that many folks understand and appreciate what we're doing and have come to our 
assistance," she applauded. "It definitely takes the support of the public." 

One such individual is Michael Soyez of Emporia. A lifelong horseman, Soyez by coincidence visited the 
Winding Road Equine Rescue, was impressed by the services rendered and soon decided to do his part to 
assist. 

He opened the Winding Road Thrift Store in Emporia, with the goal of donating a portion of proceeds to 
the horse rescue and retirement facility. "I decided it was time to do it," Soyez proclaimed. "I decided this 
would be a good thing, and I enjoy and appreciate horses. I have all of my life." 

Donations are sought by the thrift store to be merchandized. In its short life, the business has been suc
cessful. "Some days, there has been a line outside before I open," Soyez said. "I'm meeting a lot of new 
people, especially those who want to do their part for the underprivileged horses. So far, it's been pretty suc
cessful." 

A network has been established so some horses from the rescue farm are further adopted by persons 
who have facilities, abilities and desires to accept the vast responsibility of ownership. 

"Those who assume ownership of horses we've had here must meet strict requirements, and we follow up 
closely on every horse that is adopted from us," Chambers assured. 

Of course, Chambers acknowledged that her project is only a small drop in the bucket of solving overpop
ulation of horses at this time. "Each one that I can save is my part, and that is what I can do. Hopefully, oth
ers will see my efforts, and the benefits, and follow suit," she invited. 

Similar rescues are in place in other locations. Chambers knows of three more 501 (c)(3) horse rescues in 
Kansas. "I am familiar with a reputable rescue near Wakarusa, and I believe there are some youth ranches 
around the state involved in rescue, too," she added. 

Solution to the highly controversial issue is unknown. "I don't have the easy answer to stopping slaughter, 
but there are definitely too many horses being produced," exclaimed Chambers. 

"People are continuing to raise horses, and they have no inclination of how the horse will be used or how 
it can be sold," she continued. "It's a matter of, and lesson in, economics, supply and demand. There are too 
many horses, and no place to go with them. 

"We can not slaughter our way out of the situation, but rather owners must manage their breeding pro
grams to fit the demand, and the price of horses will go back up," Chambers affirmed. 

"Every horse is a life, and I have a reverence for life. I am passionate about what we do here. I would like 
to see a rise in actual animal stewardship, where responsibility and regard for the horse is a key element of 
horse ownership. 

"It's true that we rescue horses here, but what I do for them is very small in comparison to what they give 
back to me every day, and what they can do for anyone when given the chance," Chambers analyzed. 

Information is available at 785-733-2640 or www.windingroadequinerescue.org. 



Kristin Chambers is with the 18-year-old black 
Quarter Horse called Duke at her Winding Road 
Equine Rescue and Retirement near Waverly. The 
gelding was rescued with the support of animal 
control and the Humane Society of the United 
States. With a sweet personality and being quite 
trustworthy, Duke is said to be a favorite with visi
tors and volunteers at the farm. 

Nine-year-old Blaise is with a two-and-a-half
month-old filly named Surprise at the Winding 
Road Equine Rescue and Retirement, where his 
mother Kristin Chambers serves as executive 
director near Waverly. "The filly came in at a week 
old with her dam, who was extremely emaciated. 
Blaise has learned responsibility and compassion 
through his work at the rescue," Chambers said. 


