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~ .. ". The Loue Of Horses 
t3.!J 'rranf< ~J t3udiman 

Horses And A.ucti(Jns Fill 
Lives Of Lyndon Couple 

It's doubtful that any
body has sold more horses 
at auction than Col. Charles 
·Beatty. 

Few· have handled· more 
horses in their lifetimes 
than he has. 

Likewise, there aren't 
many auctioneers who~ve 

conducted more total public 
auctions than Beatty. 

"I don't have any· idea 
how many auctions I've had, 
but it would have to be in 

the thousands," tabulated 
Beatty, while reminiscing 
with his wife, Viola, recently 
at their Beatty's Western 
Wear. in Lyndon. 

It doesn't take much of a 
mathematician, with the 
number of horse sales- in 
that total, multiplied by t\le 
volume of horses merchan
dised in each of them, to cal
culate that Col. Charles 
Beatty is one of the leading 
horse auctioneers and deal-

ers of all times. 
"We had twice-monthly 

horse sales at Ottawa for 
Over 35 years and at Neosho, 
Mo., for 27 years," Beatty tal
lied. 

"lie also had monthly or 
every-other-week horse 
sales for many years at ~en
ton, Ark., and at both 
Wheaton and Monett in Mis
souri," inserted ViOla. 

Regular scheduled horse 
sales were also Conducted 

b.Y Beatty at Atchison, Coun
cil Grove, Burlington, Effin~ 
gham, ·Emporia, Eskridge, 
Gas City, Herington, Hi
awatha, Holton and 
Lawrence. Additionally, he 
has had horse sales in Okla
homa. 

Beatty bought and sold 
horses for" himself on a regu
lar basis at all ·of these auc
tions, sometimes as many as 
10 to 12 at each one, depend
ing on market conditions. 

His profession as an auc
tioneer actually came by ac
ciden~ stemming froJll his 
involvement with horses. 
"We had organized a horse 
sale in January, 1959, in 
North Topeka, and had an 
auctioneer and sale crew 
hired, but the auctioneer 
didn't show up/' Beatty reM 
called. "I didn't have any 
choice except to auction the 
sale myself. I ended up sell
ing over 100 horses that day, 

. and I'd never· auctioneered 

before in my life." 
Evidently his chant was 

memorable though. "A week 
later I got a call from the 
sale barn owner at Ottawa, 
who said he'd heard that I 
was an auctioneer," Beatty 
reminisced. "I told· him I'd 
just sold one sale, but he 
asked me to come over any
way. He hired me to sell his 
cattle sale, and I ended np 
selling at Ottawa every week 
for 40 years." 

That meager beginning 
also led to demand for Beat
ty to auction farm, house
hold, antique and estate 
sales over a Wide area. "I 
formed a partnership with 
Wayne Wischropp, and 
we've had the Beatty & Wis
chropp Auctions company 
for ·over 35 years," Beatty 
pointed out. 

Several auctions have 
been conducted each week. 
"One time I had nine sales in 
seven days. I was so tired 

that I had to hire a driver to 
get me from one sale to the 
next," he professed. 

Born on a Lyndon farm, 
Beatty's dad, Carl, was a 
horse dealer. ''He'd buy a 
horse, and rd break it, and 
then he'd sell the horse. It 
made me mad," Beatty\ 
claimed. 

A "pretty spotted mare" 
was Beatty's own first horse, 
but his dad made him sell 
her. The replacement was 
"an ugly white horse, who 
raised a foal, and. I got to 
sell it," said Beatty, indicat
ing that was the start of his 
lifetime in horse dealings. 

Those early horseman
ship skills also were re
warded while Beatty was 
still a teenager and showed 
the black and white spotted 
.horse called Tony Boy to be 
champion in shows ·over a 
wide area in the early '50s. 

After serving ·two years 
in the Army, Beatty married 



Shown here in front of their Beatty's Western Wear 
store on the south end of Lyndon's main street, Viola 
and Charles Beatty will be closing the business this 
spring after over 33 years in operation. 

Viola. a local farm girl. "I 
rode a horse two miles to 
school, but other than that I 
didn't have much experi
ence with horses," insisted 
Viola, who's always been ac
tive as a seamstress. 

She's learned a lot more 
about horses in the past 53 
years. "I did show a little, 
and I've helped with many 
of the horse sales Charles 
has had," added Viola, who 
continues as a clerk and 
cashier at Beatty & Wis- -
chropp Auctions. · 

With the thousands of 
horses Beatty has owned, 
there are a few that stand 
out in his memory. "The 
mate to Tony Boy was called 
Danny Boy, and my cousin 
and I showed them in the 
matched pair classes in the 
mid-'50s. We won the high 
point award for three years 
in both Kansas and Mis
souri," Beatty remarked. 

"We carried the flags in the 
grand entry for 16 perform
ances at the 1957 American 
Royal in Kansas City." 

The all-time favorite 
horse of the family would 
have to be Calico Pete. "He 
was a sorrel avera. I used 
him for working and roping 
cattle, but he raised all 
three of our boys in horse 
shows, and then Wayne's two 
children grew up on him 
too. 

"Calico Pete was the ·gen- . 
tlest horse for a little kid, 
hut he would still work well 
for an adult. I paid $212.50 
for him, and he lived to be 
36 years old," Beatty related 
affectionately. Their home 
has two 12-foot long walls 
filled with horse show tro
phies. 

"We've had a lot of hors
es, and there were some 
good ones," stated Beatty, 
admitting his fondness for 
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Paints. "I like them all, but 
I've seemed to cater to those 
that are black and white." 

Liviug on Highway 68 
near .Lyndon all of their 
married life, the Beattys 
have been in their present 
home since 1963. While 
they've had a larger 
acreage, and· did have cattle 
for a time, the 320-acre oper
ation has been used ·strictly 
for horses for many years. 

"Some winters, we'd h~ve 
over·200 horses, and up until 
just recently we'd always 
keep over 100 horses each 
winter," calculated Beatty, 
who has typically put up suf
ficient hay for horse feed. 

Pasture grazing was a 
part of the horse business 
for several years. "I'd buy 
thin horses, grass them dur
ing the summer and sell the 
horses when they'd get fat. 
That was when horses were 
selling for 80 cents to $1 a 
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pound. A ·person could 
make more doing that than 
raising a colt," Beatty recog
nized. "It's going to be maey 
years before we see that 
again, if ever." 

Beatty kept a string of 
bucking horses at one ti~e. 
leasing them to area groups 
for rodeos. "I sold a lot of 
broncs to Floyd Rumford 
Rodeo Company at Ab
byville and also to several 
rodeo contractors in Okla
homa," verified Beatty, who 
competed in area steer rid
ing Contests in his early 
days. 

A charter member of the 
l.Qndon Saddle Club in the 
late '40s, Beatty continues as 
an active member and as
sists with the many annual 
activities. '"We've had 
Memorial Day and Fourth of 
July circuit horse shows for 

Continued on page 10 
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Continued from page 9 
nearly 50 years," he noted. 
Viola serves as show secre
tary for the·se competitrons. 
Beatty has also judged a 
number Of horse shows for 
other clubs over the years. 

The family got into the 
western store business after 
J3eatty was called to buy out 
the inventory of a store that 
was-closed at Holton. "I had 

·the merchandise s.tored in 
an extra room in our home 
and there was such a de
mand for it that we decided 
to open a store," he re
vealed. 

Beatty's Western Wear 
and-Supply, Inc., located on 
·'hlle south end of, Lyndon's 
main street, bas -drawn a 
lexge..clientele from a wide 
area, due to the complete 
mO'dern~d:~y offering of 
clothing and tack. 

It was after the couple 
started , tbe- western store 
that.Bgiltty also began sell
ing new tack at the horse 
sales he conducted. 

In operation 33 yearS, 
Beatty's ·Western Wear an
nounc<!:ll'.a <!losing'htllllness 
sale on ---November 9, with 
merchandiSe reduced 'in 
price during the holidays, 

and being offered at one
half price in recent weeks. 
"We tried to sell the store, 
but we couldn't find a 
bnyer," confirmed Viola, 
who said the business. will 
be closed within the next 
couple of months. 

The Beatty sons not only 
showed horses, but they also 
helped with auctions while 
growing up. Dave is a horse 
trainer, showman and stal~ 
lion manager at Haskell, 
Okla. Russ is a product de
velopment manager at De
troit Diesel of ;Emporia and 
assists in the auction busi~ 
ness. Ed- is -a Martin Tractor 
employee at Topeka . and a 
graduate auctioneer who 
sells at Beatty & Wischropp 
Auctions. Wayne Wi-s.. 
chropp'~ son, Craig, is also 
an auctioneer working for 
the firm. 

Viola contended that her 
three daughters-in-laws are 
the "same as daughters.'' 
The Beattys have one grand
child, Ed's son, Colton. 

Active in the Kansas 
Auctioneer's Associa-tion, 
Beatty served as the group's 
president in 1999; and he 
was named to the Auc
tioneer's Hall of Fame- a 

few years later. 
Beatty has seen several 

peaks and valleys in the 
horse market. "Overpopula
tion of horses, because so 
many people are raising 
colts, has been a big part of 
the problem," he acknowl
edged. "The government's 
wild mustang program has 
added more burden to the 
supply. 

"There will always be a 
market for the well-broke 
horses and show horses, but 
if horse slaughter would be 
stopped like is being threat
ened, we would never be 
able to get the market back 
up for middle-of-the-road 
and bottom-end horses," 
Beatty emphasized. 

The family has always 
had a stallion and mares 
and raised a few colts. "We 
had 18 Paint foals this year. 
Many of them are black and 
white. People in town seem 

to love to drive out in the 
country and look at horses 
grazing in the pasture," de
clared Beatty, who has bred · 
some outside mares to his 
stallions in years gone by. 

"Disposition is the most 
important thing in horses. It 
really doesn't matter how 
they're bred or what they 
look like, if a horse doesn't 
have a good disposition, it 
isn't worth anything,'' re
marked Beatty, who's 
trained thousands of horses 
over the years. 

Fishing bas become 
Beatty's hobby, and he owns 
fishing boats at the Pomona 
and Melvern lakes. "It's good 
therapy," he admitted. 

With nearly a dozen auc
tions scheduled within a 
two-month period this win
ter, recent completion of a 
new estate sale facility at 
the east of edge of Osage 
City, and still conducting 

Viola and· -Charles Beatty visited about their life with 
horses and auctions recently at their Beatty's Western 
Wear store Jl:vLyndon-. · 

several ho-rs_e-. s·ales each 
year, ·<:;-harles and Viola 

Beatty will manage to keep 
busy. 



Horses And Auctions Fill Lives Of Lyndon Couple 

It's doubtful that anybody has sold more horses at auction than Col. Charles Beatty. 
Few have handled more horses in their lifetimes than he has. 
Likewise, there aren't many auctioneers who've conducted more total public auctions than Beatty. 
"I don't have any idea how many auctions I've had, but it would have to be in the thousands," tabulated Beat

ty, while reminiscing with his wife, Viola, recently at their Beatty's Western Wear in Lyndon. 
It doesn't take much of a mathematician, with the number of horse sales in that total, multiplied by the vol

ume of horses merchandised in each of them, to calculate that Col. Charles Beatty is one of the leading horse 
auctioneers and dealers of all times. 

"We had twice-monthly horse sales at Ottawa for over 35 years and at Neosho, Mo., for 27 years," Beatty 
tallied. 

"He also had monthly or every-other-week horse sales for many years at Benton, Ark., and at both Wheaton 
and Monett in Missouri," inserted Viola. 

Regular scheduled horse sales were also conducted by Beatty at Atchison, Council Grove, Burlington, Eff
ingham, Emporia, Eskridge, Gas City, Herington, Hiawatha, Holton and Lawrence. Additionally, he has had 
horse sales in Oklahoma. 

Beatty bought and sold horses for himself on a regular basis at all of these auctions, sometimes as many 
as 10 to 12 at each one, depending on market conditions. 

His profession as an auctioneer actually came by accident, stemming from his involvement with horses. "We 
had organized a horse sale in January, 1959, in North Topeka, and had an auctioneer and sale crew hired, but 
the auctioneer didn't show up," Beatty recalled. "I didn't have any choice except to auction the sale myself. I 
ended up selling over 100 horses that day, and I'd never auctioneered before in my life." 

Evidently his chant was memorable though. "A week later I got a call from the sale barn owner at Ottawa, 
who said he'd heard that I was an auctioneer," Beatty reminisced. "I told hirn I'd just sold one sale, but he asked 
me to come over anyway. He hired me to sell his cattle sale, and I ended up selling at Ottawa every week for 
40 years." 

That meager beginning also led to demand for Beatty to auction farm, household, antique and estate sales 
over a wide area. "I formed a partnership with Wayne Wischropp, and we've had the Beatty & Wischropp Auc
tions company for over 35 years," Beatty pointed out. 

Several auctions have been conducted each week. "One time I had nine sales in seven days. I was so tired 
that I had to hire a driver to get me from one sale to the next," he professed. 

Born on a Lyndon farm, Beatty's dad, Carl, was a horse dealer. "He'd buy a horse, and I'd break it, and then 
he'd sell the horse. It made me mad," Beatty claimed. 

A "pretty spotted mare" was Beatty's own first horse, but his dad made him sell her. The replacement was 
"an ugly white horse, who raised a foal, and I got to sell it," said Beatty, indicating that was the start of his life
time in horse dealings. 

Those early horsemanship skills also were rewarded while Beatty was still a teenager and showed the black 
and white spotted horse called Tony Boy to be champion in shows over a wide area in the early '50s. 

Alter serving two years in the Army, Beatty married Viola, a local farm girl. "I rode a horse two miles to 
school, but other than that I didn't have much experience with horses," insisted Viola, who's always been active 
as a seamstress. 

She's learned a lot more about horses in the past 53 years. "I did show a little, and I've helped with many 
of the horse sales Charles has had," added Viola, who continues as a clerk and cashier at Beatty & Wischropp 
Auctions. 

With the thousands of horses Beatty has owned, there are a few that stand out in his memory. "The mate 
to Tony Boy was called Danny Boy, and my cousin and I showed them in the matched pair classes in the mid
' 50s. We won the high point award for three years in both Kansas and Missouri," Beatty remarked. "We car
ried the flags in the grand entry for 16 performances at the 1957 American Royal in Kansas City." 

The all-time favorite horse of the family would have to be Calico Pete. "He was a sorrel overo. I used him 
for working and roping cattle, but he raised all three of our boys in horse shows, and then Wayne's two chil
dren grew up on him too. 

"Calico Pete was the gentlest horse for a little kid, but he would still work well for an adult. I paid $212.50 
for him, and he lived to be 36 years old," Beatty related affectionately. Their home has two 12-foot long walls 
filled with horse show trophies. 

"We've had a lot of horses, and there were some good ones," stated Beatty, admitting his fondness for 
Paints. "I like them all, but I've seemed to cater to those that are black and white." 

Living on Highway 68 near Lyndon all of their married life, the Beattys have been in their present home since 
1963. While they've had a larger acreage, and did have cattle for a time, the 320-acre operation has been used 
strictly for horses for many years. 



"Some winters, we'd have over 200 horses, and up until just recently we'd always keep over 100 horses 
each winter," calculated Beatty, who has typically put up sufficient hay for horse feed. 

Pasture grazing was a part of the horse business for several years. "I'd buy thin horses, grass them during 
the summer and sell the horses when they'd get fat. That was when horses were selling for 80 cents to $1 a 
pound. A person could make more doing that than raising a colt," Beatty recognized. "It's going to be many 
years before we see that again, if ever." 

Beatty kept a string of bucking horses at one time, leasing them to area groups for rodeos. "I sold a lot of 
broncs to Floyd Rumford Rodeo Company at Abbyville and also to several rodeo contractors in Oklahoma," 
verified Beatty, who competed in area steer riding contests in his early days. 

A charter member of the Lyndon Saddle Club in the late '40s, Beatty continues as an active member and 
assists with the many annual activities. '"We've had Memorial Day and Fourth of July circuit horse shows for 
nearly 50 years," he noted. Viola serves as show secretary for these competitions. Beatty has also judged a 
number of horse shows for other clubs over the years. 

The family got into the western store business after Beatty was called to buy out the inventory of a store that 
was closed at Holton. "I had the merchandise stored in an extra room in our home and there was such a 
demand for it that we decided to open a store," he revealed. 

Beatty's Western Wear and Supply, Inc., located on the south end of Lyndon's main street, has drawn a large 
clientele from a wide area, due to the complete modern-day offering of clothing and tack. "We've handled a lot 
more children's clothing than some stores," Viola asserted. 

II was after the couple started the western store that Beatty also began selling new tack at the horse sales 
he conducted. 

In operation 33 years, Beatty's Western Wear announced a closing business sale on November 9, with mer
chandise reduced in price during the holidays, and being offered at one-half price in recent weeks. "We tried 
to sell the store, but we couldn't find a buyer," confirmed Viola, who said the business will be closed within the 
next couple of months. 

The Beatty sons not only showed horses, but they also helped with auctions while growing up. Dave is a 
horse trainer, showman and stallion manager at Haskell, Okla. Russ is a product development manager at 
Detroit Diesel of Emporia and assists in the auction business. Ed is a Martin Tractor employee at Topeka and 
a graduate auctioneer who sells at Beatty & Wischropp Auctions. Wayne Wischropp's son, Craig, is also an 
auctioneer working for the firm. 

Viola contended that her three daughters-in-laws are the "same as daughters." The Beattys have one grand
child, Ed's son, Colton. 

Active in the Kansas Auctioneer's Association, Beatty served as the group's president in 1999, and he was 
named to the Auctioneer's Hall of Fame a few years later. 

Beatty has seen several peaks and valleys in the horse market. "Overpopulation of horses, because so 
many people are raising colts, has been a big part of the problem," he acknowledged. "The government's wild 
mustang program has added more burden to the supply. 

"There will always be a market for the well-broke horses and show horses, but if horse slaughter would be 
stopped like is being threatened, we would never be able to get the market back up for middle-of-the-road and 
bottom-end horses," Beatty emphasized. 

The family has always had a stallion and mares and raised a few colts. "We had 18 Paint foals this year. 
Many of them are black and white. People in town seem to love to drive out in the country and look at horses 
grazing in the pasture," declared Beatty, who has bred some outside mares to his stallions in years gone by. 

"Disposition is the most important thing in horses. II really doesn't matter how they're bred or what they look 
like, if a horse doesn't have a good disposition, it isn't worth anything," remarked Beatty, who's trained thou
sands of horses over the years. 

Fishing has become Beatty's hobby, and he owns fishing boats at the Pomona and Melvern lakes. "It's good 
therapy," he admitted. 

With nearly a dozen auctions scheduled within a two-month period this winter, recent completion of a new 
estate sale facility at the east of edge of Osage City, and still conducting several horse sales each year, Charles 
and Viola Beatty will manage to keep busy. 



Viola and Charles Beatty visited about their life 
with horses and auctions recently at their Beatty's 
Western Wear store in Lyndon. 

Shown here in front of their Beatty's Western 
Wear store on the south end of Lyndon's main 
street, Viola and Charles Beatty will be closing the 
business this spring after over 33 years in opera
tion. They'll continue to be busy with auctions and 
horses. 


