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For The Love Of Horses 
'13,!;{ 'rran~ J. '8udiman 

"'I"' 

Kansan Is Paint Horse President 
'Riding For The Brand' 

"On the eighth day, God 
painted the really good 
horse." 

That's the philosophy of 
the new president of the 
American Paint Horse Asso
ciation. 

"I have alwfiys had a love 
for Paint Horses. We had 
other horses,· but I figured, 
'Why not ride a horse that is 
a knock-out?'" 

Carl Thurow's inborn 
fondness developed · 
throughout his lifetime. 

Now, the Wichita horse
man insisted, "At APHA, we 
ride for the brand. That goes 
back to my ranching her
itage. When someone signed 
up to work for a ranch, they 
rode and did whatever it 
took to support that ranch 
brand. 

"That's how I feel about 
my role at APHA. I ride for 
the brand, and I welcome 
others to ride along with 
me." 

Thurow was just four 
years old when Ole Paint, a 
spotted gelding, came in on 
a load of cattle to the fami
ly's western Kansas ranch 
near Mosc.ow. "He was my · 
horse, and right then I de
cided that someday I want
ed to have a herd of horses 

However, life sometimes 
takes a varied curve as 
Thurow pursued his educa
tion in San ~iego, playing 
college football, and meet
ing and marrying Lynda, a 
California Western Univer
sity cheerleader. 

"We celebrated our 45th 
' anniversary last June at an 
APHA Saddle Up For St. 
Jude Trail Ride in Fort 
Worth, Texas," Thurow in
serted. 

Yearning for Kansas, 
Thurow returned to the 
ranch, eventually took over 
management and expanded. 
"I really enjoy being my own 
boss, and working with live
stock," he professed. 
"There's something special 
about bahy calves and colts, 
and just nature in general." 

Entry into the horse 

breeding business didn't 
turn out the way Thurow 
planned. "I intended to 
breed my mare to a cutting 
horse, but our hired hand's 
donkey got with her. She 
ended up having a colt with 
ears about a foot long," he 
grinned. 

Undeterred, Thurow ac
quired additional mares, 
and mated a Quarter Horse, 
Blandys Nickoleab, to Zan 
Parr Bar, a halter-perform
ance' champion in Texas~ 
The result, Blandys Zanadu, 
a sorrel filly, became a top 
performance horse, too. 

Paint Horse adrenaline 
flowed through Thurow, who 
decided to mate Zanadu to 
Ratchett, a national champi
on Paint halter horse and 
leading sire, owned by Bill 
Hittle at Hugoton. 

like him," Thurow reflected. 
Another Paint, a ·mare · 

called Beauty, brhigs more 
fond memories to Thurow. "I 
had her for 10 years. She 
was way more horse than I 
needed, but she ended· up 
being a nice horse, and she 
did teach me how to ride." 

Their offspring was 
Ratchetts Parr, born in Feb
ru~ry 1988. "He was the 
horse who changed my way 
of life," Thurow granted. "I 
knew when he was born that 
this one was special. 

"Ratchetts Parr changed 
my business," the horse 
leader emphasized. "He de
termined wher-e I would 
live, the places I went, the 
fact that I became involved 
as an APHA director, and 
the people I got to )<now 
around the world." 

A.s a yearling, the stallion 
was shown by trainer Denny 
Hassett of Ulysses, and a 

· remarkable record was 
set. 

"At his first show, the 
1989 Nationals in Fort 
Worth,. Ratchetts Parr won 
first under all five judges, 
en route tO being world 
champion. We were thrilled, 
but that was only .the be
ginning," exclaimed Thur
ow. 
- Ftom there, the stallion 

went on the stock show cir
cuit collecting wins at Den
ver, Fort Worth, Houston·. 
San Antonio and Jackson, 
Miss. 

Under saddle, Ratchetts 
Parr continued to· excel. "I 
had "Jay and Gena Henson of 

Since he was a child, Carl Thurow's Hie has revolved 
around Paint Horses. Carl and Lynda continue to enjoy 
Paints on an acreage near Wichita. 

Hugoton train and show 
him, and he rode as good as 
he looked," Thurow credit
ed. 

The stallion was the 1992 
western riding reserve 
world champion, the 1993 

American Paint Horse Association photo . 

working cow horse reserve 
world champion and collect
ed Register of Merit honors 
in eight events. 

"Ratchetts Parr won su
periors in halter, western 

Continued on page 11 



Wichitan Carl Thurow serves as president of the Amer
ican Paint Horse Association. While his personal oper
ation has slimmed down from a peak of 65 head, he still 
has nine Paint Horses. American Paint Horse Association photo 

pleasure and western rid
ing, which entitled him to 
the performance versatility 
award and an open superior 
all-around," Thurow tabu
lated. 

Likewise, Ratchetts Parr 
excelled as a sire. "We went 
into the breeding business 
full steam, taking over 
Denny Hassett's facilities, 

after he moved," Thurow re
called. "Ratchetts Parr sired 
six APHA world champions 
and many other talented 
Paint Horses." 

.It was a heartbreaker 
when Thurow received a 
call in 2001, informing him 
that Ratchetts Parr had suc· 
cumbed to cancer. "I just 
thank God for the time I had 

with him," the owner evalu
ated. "He was a great horse. 
I was lucky to have owned 
him." 

Through the , years, 
Thurow's daughters, Tonnie 
and Tracy; also rode- Paint 
Horses, mostly in rodeos. 
The women, both Kansas 
State University graduates, 
now have their own fami~ 
lies, including Thurow's five · 
grandchildren. 

Thurow had 65 horses at 
one point. "Two years ago, 
we sold our ranches and dis~ 
persed most of the hors-es,"
he updated. _"We only have 
nine head now on a small 
place a few miles troll) here. 
I am a fulltime horse ap
praiser." 

However, his main objec
tive is to advance the Paint 
Horses he's always adored. 

As the 43rd APHA Presi
dent, Thurow brings 25 
years experience as a direc~ 
tor and active member of 
the association. 

"I have been attending 
trail rides sponsored 'by the 
APHA, and they are just a 
blast," Thurow commented. 
"I have the last foal out of 
Ratchetts Parr, and that 
gelding is the perfect trail 
horse." 

While the Paint Horse 
registry is feeling the 
crunch of high overhead 
ail.d expanding horse num-. 
bers, Thurow remains opti
mistic, yet realistic. "So 
much of the population only 
knows about Black Beauty 
and Barbaro. They don't un
derstand real horses. We 
need to expose more people 
to the advantages and re-
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sponsibilities of horse own
ership. 

"I don't want any of my 
horses to be slaughtered, 
but there are some horses 
that are not safe for use, and 
others can become incapac
itated. We must have a 
method for handling these 
horses," Thurow continued. 

Although much of associ
ation income is derived 
from registrations, Thurow 
acknowledged, "We have 
beautiful horses, but we 
must be responsible breed
ers. If there is not a place 
for the horse to be used, we 
should not be producing 
tbem at this time." 

Changes in APHA guide
lines have eliminated Quar-

ter Horse crop-outs from 
being registe·fed. "I think 
that is wrong, and I want to 
work for reinstatement of 
colored Quarter Horses into 
the APHA registry," Thurow 
qualified. 

According to Thurow, 
over~eas demand for horses 
is a relatively untapped 
market. "People in Mexico, 
Brazil and other nations 
want Paint Horses. I am 
working to expand sales and 
registrations of Paint Hors
es in foreign countries," the 
president said. 

"Most of all, I promise 
that I will ride alongside 
anyone willing to advance 
the Ametican Paint Horse 
breed," Thurow concluded. 



Kansan Is Paint Horse President 'Riding For The Brand' 

"On the eighth day, God painted the really good horse." 
That's the philosophy of the new president of the American Paint Horse Association. 
"I have always had a love for Paint Horses. We had other horses, but I figured, 'Why not ride a horse that 

is a knock-out?"' 
Carl Thurow's inborn fondness developed throughout his lifetime. 
Now, the Wichita horseman insisted, "At APHA, we ride for the brand. That goes back to my ranching her

itage. When someone signed up to work for a ranch, they rode and did whatever it took to support that ranch 
brand. 

"That's how I feel about my role at APHA. I ride for the brand, and I welcome others to ride along with me." 
Thurow was just four years old when Ole Paint, a spotted gelding, came in on a load of cattle to the fami

ly's western Kansas ranch near Moscow. "He was my horse, and right then I decided that someday I wanted 
to have a herd of horses like him," Thurow reflected. 

Another Paint, a mare called Beauty, brings more fond memories to Thurow. "I had her for 10 years. She 
was way more horse than I needed, but she ended up being a nice horse, and she did teach me how to ride." 

However, life sometimes takes a varied curve as Thurow pursued his education in San Diego, playing col
lege football, and meeting and marrying Lynda, a California Western University cheerleader. 

"We celebrated our 45th anniversary last June at an APHA Saddle Up For St. Jude Trail Ride in Fort Worth, 
Texas," Thurow inserted. 

Yearning for Kansas, Thurow returned to the ranch, eventually took over management and expanded. "I 
really enjoy being my own boss, and working with livestock," he professed. "There's something special about 
baby calves and colts, and just nature in generaL" 

Entry into the horse breeding business didn't turn out the way Thurow planned. "I intended to breed my mare 
to a cutting horse, but our hired hand's donkey got with her. She ended up having a colt with ears about a foot 
long," he grinned. 

Undeterred, Thurow acquired additional mares, and mated a Quarter Horse, Blandys Nickoleah, to Zan Parr 
Bar, a halter-performance champion in Texas. The result, Blandys Zanadu, a sorrel filly, became a top per
formance horse, too. 

Paint Horse adrenaline flowed through Thurow, who decided to mate Zanadu to Ratchet!, a national cham
pion Paint halter horse and leading sire, owned by Bill Hittle at Hugoton. 

Their offspring was Ratchetts Parr, born in February 1988. "He was the horse who changed my way of life," 
Thurow granted. "I knew when he was born that this one was speciaL 

"Ratchetts Parr changed my business," the horse leader emphasized. "He determined where I would live, 
the places I went, the fact that I became involved as an APHA director, and the people I got to know around 
the world." 

As a yearling, the stallion was shown by trainer Denny Hassett of Ulysses, and a remarkable record was 
set 

"At his first show, the 1989 Nationals in Fort Worth, Ratchetts Parr won first under all five judges, en route 
to being world champion. We were thrilled, but that was only the beginning," exclaimed Thurow. 

From there, the stallion went on the stock show circuit collecting wins at Denver, Fort Worth, Houston, San 
Antonio and Jackson, Miss. 

Under saddle, Ratchetts Parr continued to exceL "I had Jay and Gena Henson of Hugoton train and show 
him, and he rode as good as he looked," Thurow credited. 

The stallion was the 1992 western riding reserve world champion, the 1993 working cow horse reserve world 
champion and collected Register of Merit honors in eight events. 

"Ratchetts Parr won superiors in halter, western pleasure and western riding, which entitled him to the per
formance versatility award and an open superior all-around," Thurow tabulated. 

Likewise, Ratchetts Parr excelled as a sire. "We went into the breeding business full steam, taking over 
Denny Hassett's facilities, after he moved," Thurow recalled. "Ratchetts Parr sired six APHA world champions 
and many other talented Paint Horses." 

It was a heartbreaker when Thurow received a call in 2001, informing him that Ratchetts Parr had suc
cumbed to cancer. "I just thank God for the time I had with him," the owner evaluated. "He was a great horse. 
I was lucky to have owned him." 

Through the years, Thurow's daughters, Tonnie and Tracy, also rode Paint Horses, mostly in rodeos. The 
women, both Kansas State University graduates, now have their own families, including Thurow's five grand
children. 



Thurow had 65 horses at one point. "Two years ago, we sold our ranches and dispersed most of the hors
es," he updated. "We only have nine head now on a small place a few miles from here. I am a fulltime horse 
appraiser." 

However, his main objective is to advance the Paint Horses he's always adored. As the 43rd APHA Presi
dent, Thurow brings 25 years experience as a director and active member of the association. 

"I have been attending trail rides sponsored by the APHA, and they are just a blast," Thurow commented. "I 
have the last foal out of Ratchetts Parr, and that gelding is the perfect trail horse." 

While the Paint Horse registry is feeling the crunch of high overhead and expanding horse numbers, Thurow 
remains optimistic, yet realistic. "So much of the population only knows about Black Beauty and Barbaro. They 
don't understand real horses. We need to expose more people to the advantages and responsibilities of horse 
ownership. 

"I don't want any of my horses to be slaughtered, but there are some horses that are not safe for use, and 
others can become incapacitated. We must have a method for handling these horses," Thurow continued. 

Although much of association income is derived from registrations, Thurow acknowledged, "We have beau
tiful horses, but we must be responsible breeders. If there is not a place for the horse to be used, we should 
not be producing them at this time." 

Changes in APHA guidelines have eliminated Quarter Horse crop-outs from being registered. "I think that is 
wrong, and I want to work for reinstatement of colored Quarter Horses into the APHA registry," Thurow quali
fied. 

According to Thurow, overseas demand for horses is a relatively untapped market. "People in Mexico, Brazil 
and other nations want Paint Horses. I am working to expand sales and registrations of Paint Horses in for
eign countries," the president said. 

"Most of all, I promise that I will ride alongside anyone willing to advance the American Paint Horse breed," 
Thurow concluded. 



Paint Horses have revolved around Carol Thurow's life since he was a 
child. Carl and Lynda continue to enjoy Paints on an acreage near Wichita. 
(American Paint Horse Association photo) 

Wichitan Carl Thurow serves as president of the 
American Paint Horse Association. While his per
sonal operation has slimmed down from a peak of 
65 head, he still has nine Paint Horses. (American 
Paint Horse Association photo) 


