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For The loue Of Horses 
t3j,t 'f'ran-k J. t3ud1man 

Big Heart Puts All-Around Gelding Silver Poco Jack 
Into Kansas Quarter Horse Association Hall Of Fame 
"Jack was all heart. He 

just wouldn't quit." 
That best describes Sil

ver Poco Jack, according to 
Dr. Stan O'Neil, when re
membering the Quarter 
Horse gelding inducted into 
the Kansas Quarter Horse 
Hall of Fame. 

Actually owned by 
O'Neil's son, Todd, the 
palomino, sired by Two 
Eyed Jack, was foaled in 
1970, out of the mare Poco 
Sachette, owned by Harry 
Swick of Broken Bow, Neb. 

Leading Quarter Horse 
breeder and owner of Two 

·Eyed Jack, Howard Pitzer of 
Ericsen, Neb., saw potential 
in the gelding, bought him 
and was collecting all
around points when he sold 
the horse to O'Neil in 1975. 

"Howard had been hav
ing Todd rope on Silver 

· Poco Jack at some shows, 
and when Todd decided to 
turn his gelding· Vetas Bud 
over to his sister Kirstin, we 
decided to buy Jack," Stan 
O'Neil recalled. 

The purchase was actual
ly made at the Kansas State 
Fair that fall, and the 
O'Neils of Salina owned the 
horse just five years, com~ 

Such a top performer, 
Jack was the world champi
on in reining and western 
riding in the youth division 
of the World Palomino Show 
at Oklahoma City in 1976. 
"Sometimes, all of Todd and 
Jack's success in Quarter 
Horse roping competition 
overshadows the horses' 
real versatility," O'Neil 
pointed out. 

The gelding showed 
quite well in western horse
manship and was also ex
hibited in halter and Eng
lish, among other classes. 
"Jack wasn't really a top 
western pleasure horse, but 
he competed several times," 
O'Neil noted. "My daughter 
even showed him in English 
tack." 

Described- as a "heavy 
boned,· structurally correct, 
sound, 15-1 hand, stout
made horse weighing 1,250 

pounds, Jack wasn't a great 
big horse, but he had stami
na," O'Neil described. 

Proof came when Jack 
and Todd were called upon 
to head for many open and 
youth team ropers at the 
1976 American Royal in 
Kansas City, plus competing 
in their own roping classes. 

"I had always encouraged 
Todd not to turn anyone 
down who asked him to rope 
with them, and he usually 
wouldn't,'' O'Neil remem
bered. "But after that day at 
the Royal, Todd decided he 
couldn't keep asking Jack to 
go so hard. The horse never 
let down, but he was really 
worn out. That was just too 
much." 

From 1976 through 1979, 
Todd and Jack won nearly 
every year-end roping 
award given by the Kansas 
Junior Quarter Horse Asso-

ciation. They collected 
more than a dozen state ti
tles, including breakaway 
and tie-down roping. 

Qualifying each year for 
the American Junior Quar
ter Horse Association World 
Show, Jack and Todd made 
it into several final roping 
go-rounds and placed in the 
top three on three separate 
occasions. 

In 1978 and '79, Jack and 
Todd were awarded the 
AJQHA Honor Roll champi
onship in both steer roping 
and breakaway, giving them 
a total of four national youth 
titles. 

An unexpected addition
al honor was also received 
in 1979. "At many of the 
shows, Todd and Jack would 
be asked to enter open rop
ing to fill a class," O'Neil re
called. "They often did quite 
well, and after winning a six 
point class in Nebraska, 
Todd was jokingly informed 
that he and Jack might not 
get asked to fill i;n anymore." 

Their successes by year's 
end accumulated enough 
points for Silver Poco Jack 
to be named AQHA high 
point steer roping gelding, 
along with his youth titles. 

Todd and Jack also head-

Continued on page 16 

A giant heart and lots of ability describe Silver Poco 
Jack, who has been inducted into the Kansas Quarter 
Horse Hall Of Fame. Owned and shown by Todd O'Neil 
of Salina, the team collected many state and national 
roping and all-around performance awards. 

~~s~~~~~ =r•=~~ ·~g~~~ =: 
:=! fl' s:: ~ o <""~- ~ao. _ fti' --s re_ 8 ~ o ~ ~ n s:: ::r fl' o • ro ,.... 
"•-"-~- N •-r··"~ "'-•-a~"-:::t;!:l"'s:: ro-'"1 Q'O sro 0 ::r;:o:;"O'O. J,:r'a~ o.~-~~ <:::it;j~ 

~-"·~~~~ao•"·~··~o~'" "-• 
::::Cofg_~--sac::l~O',....g_mM,:g' ~:::1-~q):l" rn 
~'"1s- . .o..~,....,_.O"tlpggro.o..::r~ ·ru.o..mz;;::E: ;=; 

(J)'O~ns::::rro:e ~- 0..~,...,(0 ..... P~rornPJ n 

~~~~~-~=o·a~ "• a.~=~~ 1 
it!i~-!~~~l~f~= ~~§"§l ~ 

g•~••'"-o• "-•<> • '<o"- -
~~l~!~-~~~~~"'~~ ~~~~~= q - •o-•"•• a-•- -•" ::::r::r ~.<-"'! <+o.<"+,_..:;; ::S ,_rn ,...,.'""'" 8 o.;::::::: ;.:r :::· 
:$0 ,....z<: n rn 0 0.'0 '""'"O (Jq 0. ,_. 

~~Sro~~::r~ro~~('Og§~ §§~(O~e ~ 
~•·=·~~r~~•Kr•~ "'~•"'=r • 



Page 16 Grass & Grain, December 11, 2007 

For the Love of Horses .•. continued 
Continued from page 10 
ed for Mike Drennan, then 
of Meade, at the World 
Championship Quarter 
Horse Show that year, when 
he was in the top ten injun
ior heeling. 

Additionally, Kansas 
High School Rodeo events 
were included for the Todd 
and Jack team. "They quali
fied for the National High 
School Rodeo Finals in 
team roping with Cal Cofer 
in 1976 and again with Todd 
Domer two years later," 
O'Neil said. 

Although Stan O'Neil as
sisted with tuning Jack at 
home and occasionally rode 
him in jackpot ropings, it 
was usually Jack and Todd 
competing together. "Todd 
rode him 95 percent of the 
time. They were a great 
team," O'Neil credited. 

When Todd went to col
lege in 1980, Jack was sold 

to the Adamson family of 
Cody, Neb. 

"Their son Taylor rode 
Jack to win a number of 
awards in Little Britches, 
high school and college 
rodeos," O'Neil reviewed. 
"One year, there was an ex
hibition roping at the Na
tional Finals Rodeo in Okla
homa City, and Taylor and 
Jack had a time fast enough 
to have placed third if they'd 
been in the PRCA finals," 

Silver Poco Jack was 
later sold and spent the rest 
of his life at another Sand 
Hills ranch near Valentine, 
Neb. 

Todd O'Neil, a practicing 
dentist and family man at 
Overland Park, now only 
ropes occasionally, when 
visiting home. Sister 
Kirstin, with her family in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, doesn't 
rope anymore, except one 
time back at Salina, when 

she proved to her sons she 
still has the ability. 

However, Dr. Stan O'Neil, 
who's in the process of clos
ing his veterinary clinic at 
Salina, is still in top roping 
form. Riding his horne~ 
raised and trained mare 
Colonels Sarah, O'Neil won 
the world championship in 
heeling at the 2007 Quarter 
Horse Select World Show in 
Amarillo, Texas. 

"I gave hope to Some of 
these old-timers who still 
like to compete," he said. 

While most cowboys feel 
fortunate to own one out
standing horse in their life
time, O'Neil has had several 
top performers. Which was 
the best? 

"It's tough to say. Vetas 
Bud, Dondi Rindy Star and 
Poco Silver Jack were all 
nice horses .. For sure, Jack 
was a good one. He had the 
heart and ability," O'Neil 
concluded. 

Dr. Stan O'Neil of Salina rode his home-raised and trained red dun mare, Colonels 
Sarah, to win the world championship in heeling at the 2007 Quarter Horse Select 
World Show, for amateur contestants 50 years of age and over, at Amarillo, Texas. 
Ann O'Neil is with the champions. 



Big Heart Puts All-Around Gelding Silver Poco Jack 
Into Kansas Quarter Horse Association Hall Of Fame 

"Jack was all heart. He just wouldn't quit." 
That best describes Silver Poco Jack, according to Dr. Stan O'Neil, when remembering the Quarter Horse 

gelding inducted into the Kansas Quarter Horse Hall of Fame. 
Actually owned by O'Neil's son, Todd, the palomino, sired by Two Eyed Jack, was foaled in 1970, out of the 

mare Poco Sachette, owned by Harry Swick of Broken Bow, Neb. 
Leading Quarter Horse breeder and owner of Two Eyed Jack, Howard Pitzer of Ericsen, Neb., saw poten

tial in the gelding, bought him and was collecting all-around points when he sold the horse to O'Neil in 1975. 
"Howard had been having Todd rope on Silver Poco Jack at some shows, and when Todd decided to turn 

his gelding Vetas Bud over to his sister Kirstin, we decided to buy Jack," Stan O'Neil recalled. 
The purchase was actually made at the Kansas State Fair that fall, and the O'Neils of Salina owned the 

horse just five years, competing successfully in 14 events. 
"We wanted an all-around horse, and Jack was that," O'Neil contended. "There wasn't anything he couldn't 

do, and Todd and Jack won a lot of all-around awards." 
The horse was easy to get along with in all situations. "Jack had a kind disposition, hauled good, would eat 

well on the road and was a horse about anybody would like to own," O'Neil insisted. 
Roping was the first calling for the horse and his rider, but that was just part of their resume. "Jack was a 

good lead changer," O'Neil evaluated. "That made him a tough competitor in 
horsemanship, reining and western riding." 
Such a top performer, Jack was the world champion in reining and western riding in the youth division of the 

World Palomino Show at Oklahoma City in 1976. "Sometimes, all of Todd and Jack's success in Quarter Horse 
roping competition overshadows the horses' real versatility," O'Neil pointed out. 

The gelding showed quite well in western horsemanship and was also exhibited in halter and English, 
among other classes. "Jack wasn't really a top western pleasure horse, but he competed several times," O'Neil 
noted. "My daughter even showed him in English tack." 

Described as a "heavy boned, structurally correct, sound, 15-1 hand, stout-made horse weighing 1 ,250 
pounds, Jack wasn't a great big horse, but he had stamina," O'Neil described. 

Proof came when Jack and Todd were called upon to head for many open and youth team ropers at the 
1976 American Royal in Kansas City, plus competing in their own roping classes. 

"I had always encouraged Todd not to turn anyone down who asked him to rope with them, and he usually 
wouldn't," O'Neil remembered. "But after that day at the Royal, Todd decided he couldn't keep asking Jack to 
go so hard. The horse never let down, but he was really worn out. That was just too much." 

From 1976 through 1979, Todd and Jack won nearly every year-end roping award given by the Kansas 
Junior Quarter Horse Association. They collected more than a dozen state titles, including breakaway and tie
down roping. 

Qualifying each year for the American Junior Quarter Horse Association World Show, Jack and Todd made 
it into several final roping go-rounds and placed in the top three on three separate occasions. · 

In 1978 and '79, Jack and Todd were awarded the AJQHA Honor Roll championship in both steer roping and 
breakaway, giving them a total of four national youth titles. 

An unexpected additional honor was also received in 1979. "At many of the shows, Todd and Jack would be 
asked to enter open roping to fill a class," O'Neil recalled. "They often did quite well, and after winning a six 
point class in Nebraska, Todd was jokingly informed that he and Jack might not get asked to fill in anymore." 

Their successes by year's end accumulated enough points for Silver Poco. Jack to be named AQHA high 
point steer roping gelding, along with his youth titles. 

Todd and Jack also headed for Mike Drennan, then of Meade, at the World Championship Quarter Horse 
Show that year, when he was in the top ten in junior heeling. 

Additionally, Kansas High School Rodeo events were included for the Todd and Jack team. "They qualified 
for the National High School Rodeo Finals in team roping with Cal Cofer in 1976 and again with Todd Domer 
two years later," O'Neil said. 

Although Stan O'Neil assisted with tuning Jack at home and occasionally rode him in jackpot ropings, it was 
usually Jack and Todd competing together. "Todd rode him 95 percent of the time. They were a great team," 
O'Neil credited. 

When Todd went to college in 1980, Jack was sold to the Adamson family of Cody, Neb. 
"Their son Taylor rode Jack to win a number of awards in Little Britches, high school and college rodeos," 

O'Neil reviewed. "One year, there was an exhibition roping at the National Finals Rodeo in Oklahoma City, and 
Taylor and Jack had a time fast enough to have placed third if they'd been in the PRCA finals." 



Silver Poco Jack was later sold and spent the rest of his life at another Sand Hills ranch near Valentine, Neb. 
Todd O'Neil, a practicing dentist and family man at Overland Park, now only ropes occasionally, when visit

ing home. Sister Kirstin, with her family in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, doesn't rope anymore, except one time back 
at Salina, when she proved to her sons she still has the ability. 

However, Dr. Stan O'Neil, who's in the process of closing his veterinary clinic at Salina, is still in top roping 
form. Riding his home-raised and trained mare Colonels Sarah, O'Neil won the world championship in heeling 
at the 2007 Quarter Horse Select World Show in Amarillo, Texas. 

"I gave hope to some of these old-timers who still like to compete," admitted O'Neil, who will continue to 
serve a limited equine clientele between his team roping competitions. 

While most cowboys feel fortunate to own one outstanding horse in their lifetime, O'Neil has had several top 
performers. Which was the best? 

"It's tough to say. Vetas Bud, Dendi Rindy Star and Poco Silver Jack were all nice horses. For sure, Jack 
was a good one. He had the heart and ability," O'Neil concluded. 

A giant heart and lots of ability describe Silver 
Poco Jack, who has been inducted into the 
Kansas Quarter Horse Hall Of Fame. Owned and 
shown by Todd O'Neil of Salina, the team collect
ed many state and national roping and all-around 
performance awards. 

Dr. Stan O'Neil of Salina rode his home-raised 
and trained red dun mare, Colonels Sarah, to win 
the world championship in heeling at the 2007 
Quarter Horse Select World Show, for amateur 
contestants 50 years of age and over, at Amarillo, 
Texas. Ann O'Neil is with the champions. 


