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For The Love Of Horses 
'13~ Tran~ J. '13udiman 

Wilsey Cowboy Recalls 
Good Times With His Horses 

Life. as a cowboy has been 
good for him. 

Evidently that's the case 
with Jack Gieswein, because 
the 83-year-old strawberry
blond, athletically-built cow
boy doesn't look a day past 
65, or younger. Enthusiasm 
for his cowboy lifestyle, 
horse breeding program and 
diverse lifelong outdoor en
deavors has not faded as 
Gieswein visited at his 
Wilsey ranch. 

"That's my favorite mag
azine," Gieswein insisted, as 
he closed the most recent 
issue of 'The Working Horse 
magazine.' 

"This came in today's 
maiL There sure are some 
beautiful horses in it, n he 
evaluated. "They probably 
aren't all that good-looking 
in real life." 

While looks of a horse are 
important to Gieswein, he 
emphasized, "I always liked 
horses that would cow. If a 
horse wouldn't head a cow, 
he wasn't worth much to 
me." 

Yet, Gieswein added, "A 
horse has to be structurally -

horses. We didn't get our 
first tractor. until 1935," 
Gieswein reminisced. 

"Dad was always a cow~ 
boy though," Gieswein rec
ognized. "He even had a 
rough stock string and con
tracted rodeos out of Hol
comb in the '20s. His best 
horse, Billy, was real good in 
calf roping." 

With tbree brothers and a 
sistet1 Jack Gieswein grew 
up the cowboy of the bunch 
and was called on to help 
break and train family horses 
as well as . those of neigh
bors. "Luther Campbell up 
the road raised horses, and I 
started a lot of them for 
him," Gieswein remem
bered. "They were big old 
work horses and weren't 
worth much. 

"I got bucked off my 
share of times, but for the 
most part, I could get them 
riding, 11 Gieswein continued. 
"There was a crazy thing that 
ran off with me, and I bailed 
right before he hit a tree and 
knocked himself out cold. I 

didn't get back on. I just sent 
him home." 

While he'd been riding 
lots of horses, Gieswein 
bought his own first horse in 
1942. "Baldie was a big 
crossbred chestnut-sorrel 
gelding with a bald face. He 
wasn't like these modem
day cow horses, but Baldie 
was good for me at that 
time,u Gieswein acknowl
edged. 

Howeverj Gieswein clari
fied that the "first real cow 
horse" he had was a little bay 
gelding called Laddy. "He 
was an older horse who 
came in on a trainload of cat
tle," Gieswein shared. 
!!Whenever I wanted to get a 
cow in, Laddy would lay his 
ears back and work by him
self. You'd be surprised even 
today how many horses 
don't have that kind of in
stinctive ability. Laddy was 
something else." 

Married to wife Joanne 
(Blanton) in 1951, Gieswein 
is actually a farmer by pro
fession. "A lot of ranchers 

don't like the machinery 
work, but I've always en
joyed farming too," he clari
fied. "We moved here in 
1956, bought it and added 
the home place southeast of 
Wilsey later. There are 560 
acres total, but I farmed 
about twice that some 
years." 

A Grade-A dairy was a 
main part of the operation 
until 1978. "It was really 
good to us, but a lot of 
work," Gieswein admitted. 
"We also had hogs for sub
sistence, along with stock 
cows and some background
ing calves. We still have a 
COW herd." 

Several horses were pro
duced in the '50s and '60s. 
"We had a good grade mare, 
by Emmett Roberts' Billy 
horse, who we bred to Peppy 
Creek and raised colts. 
Those horses were used 
working cattle, and our boys, 
Gary and Greg, showed them 
in horse shows and 4-H com
petition," explained 
Gieswein~ who also rode in 
Eastern Kansas Horseman's 
Association-sanctioned 
events. 

First registered horse 

Deuce's Wild Doc, son of Doc A Deuce, is owned by 
Brad Marten of Council Grove and has been ridden 
successfully by Adrian Vogel at the Extreme Cowboy 
Race in Kansas City. Placing third in the qualifying race 
last June, the team was tenth in the championship 
during November. 

sound and have a good foot 
on him. One won't last 
working cattle in these hills 
if he isn't put together 
right." 

Since childhood gwwing 
up on a nearby Morris Coun
ty farm, Gieswein has had a 
strong affection for horse 
flesh; a trait he claims was 
inherited from his dad, Jake. 
"We always farmed with 
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owned by Gieswein was 
Stephanie Flit, a King Flit 
daughter bought from 
Kansas State University. Her 
main claim to fame was pro
ducing a gelding called 
Steve, an own son of 
Melvin's Gold by Holly
wood Gold. 

"I broke and trained Steve 
myself. There wasn't any
thing to it. I just got on and 
went to riding," Gieswein 
verified. "Steve really was a 
natural cow horse. I won the 
local cowboy's division on 
him four years at the Nation
al Cutting Horse Associa
tion-approved show in 
Council Grove." 

A mare named Miss 
Kerry Mac put the Gieswein 
name into Quarter Horse 
limelight. She was sired by 
Pam Mac by Star's Monster 
and out of the mare Miss 
Kerry, by Dan Casement's 
known stallion The Deuce. 

"I bred her to Doc A Doo 
by Dry Doc and she foaled a 
bay colt in 1980. I named 
him Doc A Deuce, and he re
ally had to be the best horse 
I've ever owned," Gieswein 
credited. 

Put into training with 
Kenny Fisher, Doc A Deuce 
started his professional ca
reer at the state cutting futu
rity in Salina where he 
placed fifth. A top contender 
as a four-year-old, the athlet
ic stallion won the futurity 
"hands down" in Sedalia, 
Mo. He came back to be 
third at the state classic in 

ranch horse and in the breed
ing bam. "He had an out
standing disposition, and I 
used him gathering and doc
toring cattle for a long time," 
Gieswein claimed. 

A highlight for the owner
breeder was the time he rode 
Doc A Deuce as a member of 
the Muller Ranch team win
ning the ranch rodeo at 
Council Grove. 

"I started breeding him as 
a four-year-old. I raised and 
used a lot of his colts, and 
they all have natural cow 
ability," related Gieswein, 
who pointed out that Doc A 
Deuce offsp1ing proved to be 
outstanding using horses 
over a wide area. 

"One Doc A Deuce geld
ing, owned by Brad Martin 
of Council Grove, has been 

shown recently in the Ex
treme Cowboy Race, u he 
noted. 

Mares out of the stud 
have made top producers as 
well, but Gieswein has only 
three daughters of his own. 
"Most of my mares were so 
closely related to Doc A 
Deuce that I didn't want to 
breed him to them," the 
owner stated. "I tried one 

A lifelong cowboy and horse breeder, Jack Gieswein of Wilsey shows a coming 
three-year-old Quarter Horse he raised. 

Sal ina the next year. 
An injury halted the show 

career of Doc A Deuce as a 
six-year-old, but Gieswein 
pur him to work as his main. 
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time, and the foal l'iad leg 
problems, so I never did it 
again." 

Doc A Deuce died on the 
Gieswein ranch last spring at 
age 27 and is buried in a pas
ture not far from the home. 

Other top cutting bred 
stallions throughout the 
Midwest have been used for 
breeding by Gieswein, who 
raised up to seven foals a 
year. "I've cut back now, 
only have three mares, and I 
just bred two of them for 
colts this spring," comment
ed Gieswein, who has over a 
dozen horses on the ranch. 

There's plenty of work 
for the horses Gicswein has 
raised and trained as he cus
tom grazes several hundred 
head of cattle each summer. 
"I help other ranchers in 
checking pastures and gath
ering too," mentioned 
Gieswein. 

An avid hunter all his life, 
Gieswein has made numer
ous elk hunting trips into 
Colorado, riding his own 
horses in the mountains. 

Having seen eight 
decades of horse markets, 
Gieswein stressed, "Unwant
ed horses aren jt worth much 
now. The animal rights peo
ple have shut down that 
economy, but top perform
ance horses, cutters, reiners 
and pleasure horses are still 
in demand. Prices for those 
horses are as high as they've 
ever been, and that will con
tinue." 

Proud of the American 
Quarter Horse Association 
certificate recognizing his 
years of registering horses, 
Gieswein concluded, "I 
don't have too many horses 
now, but I'll keep raising 
some. I want to get my 40-
year breeder's award." 



Wilsey Cowboy Recalls Good Times With His Horses 

Life as a cowboy has been good for him. 
Evidently that's the case with Jack Gieswein, because the 83-year-old strawberry-blond, athletically-built 

cowboy doesn't look a day past 65, or younger. Enthusiasm for his cowboy lifestyle, horse breeding program 
and diverse lifelong outdoor endeavors has not faded as Gieswein visited at his Wilsey ranch. 

"That's my favorite magazine," Gieswein insisted, as he closed the most recent issue of 'The Working Horse 
magazine.' 

"This came in today's mail. There sure are some beautiful horses in it," he evaluated. "They probably aren't 
all that good-looking in real life.'' 

While looks of a horse are important to Gieswein, he emphasized, "I always liked horses that would cow. If 
a horse wouldn't head a cow, he wasn't worth much to me." 

Yet, Gieswein added, "A horse has to be structurally sound and have a good foot on him. One won't last 
working cattle in these hills if he isn't put together right." 

Since childhood growing up on a nearby Morris County farm, Gieswein has had a strong affection for horse 
flesh; a trait he claims was inherited from his dad, Jake. "We always farmed with horses. We didn't get our first 
tractor until1935," Gieswein reminisced. 

"Dad was always a cowboy though," Gieswein recognized. "He even had a rough stock string and con
tracted rodeos out of Holcomb in the '20s. His best horse, Billy, was real good in calf roping." 

With three brothers and a sister, Jack Gieswein grew up the cowboy of the bunch and was called on to help 
break and train family horses as well as those of neighbors. "Luther Campbell up the road raised horses, and 
I started a lot of them for him," Gieswein remembered. "They were big old work horses and weren't worth 
much. 

"I got bucked off my share of times, but for the most part, I could get them riding," Gieswein continued. 
"There was a crazy thing that ran off with me, and I bailed right before he hit a tree and knocked himself out 
cold. I didn't get back on. I just sent him home." 

While he'd been riding lots of horses, Gieswein bought his own first horse in 1942. "Baldie was a big cross
bred chestnut-sorrel gelding with a bald face. He wasn't like these modern-day cow horses, but Baldie was 
good for me at that time," Gieswein acknowledged. 

However, Gieswein clarified that the "first real cow horse" he had was a little bay gelding called Laddy. "He 
was an older horse who came in on a trainload of cattle," Gieswein shared. "Whenever I wanted to get a cow 
in, Laddy would lay his ears back and work by himself. You'd be surprised even today how many horses don't 
have that kind of instinctive ability. Laddy was something else." 

Married to wife Joanne (Blanton) in 1951, Gieswein is actually a farmer by profession. "A lot of ranchers 
don't like the machinery work, but I've always enjoyed farming too," he clarified. "We moved here in 1956, 
bought it and added the home place southeast of Wilsey later. There are 560 acres total, but I farmed about 
twice that some years." 

A Grade-A dairy was a main part of the operation until 1978. "It was really good to us, but a lot of work," 
Gieswein admitted. "We also had hogs for subsistence, along with stock cows and some backgrounding 
calves. We still have a cow herd." 

Several horses were produced in the '50s and '60s. "We had a good grade mare, by Emmett Roberts' Billy 
horse, who we bred to Peppy Creek and raised colts. Those horses were used working cattle, and our boys, 
Gary and Greg, showed them in horse shows and 4-H competition," explained Gieswein, who also rode in 
Eastern Kansas Horseman's Association-sanctioned events. 

First registered horse owned by Gieswein was Stephanie Flit, a King Flit daughter bought from Kansas State 
University. Her main claim to fame was producing a gelding called Steve, an own son of Melvin's Gold by Hol
lywood Gold. 

"I broke and trained Steve myself. There wasn't anything to it. I just got on and went to riding," Gieswein ver
ified. "Steve really was a natural cow horse. I won the local cowboy's division on him four years at the Nation
al Cutting Horse Association-approved show in Council Grove." 

A mare named Miss Kerry Mac put the Gieswein name into Quarter Horse limelight. She was sired by Pam 
Mac by Star's Monster and out of the mare Miss Kerry, by Dan Casement's known stallion The Deuce. 

"I bred her to Doc A Doo by Dry Doc and she foaled a bay colt in 1980. I named him Doc A Deuce, and he 
really had to be the best horse I've ever owned," Gieswein credited. 

Put into training with Kenny Fisher, Doc A Deuce started his professional career at the state cutting futurity 
in Salina where he placed fifth. A top contender as a four-year-old, the athletic stallion won the futurity "hands 
down" in Sedalia, Mo. He came back to be third at the state classic in Salina the next year. 

An injury halted the show career of Doc A Deuce as a six-year-old, but Gieswein put him to work as his main 
ranch horse and in the breeding barn. "He had an outstanding disposition, and I used him gathering and doc
toring cattle for a long time," Gieswein claimed. 



A highlight for the owner-breeder was the time he rode Doc A Deuce as a member of the Muller Ranch team 
winning the ranch rodeo at Council Grove. 

"I started breeding him as a four-year-old. I raised and used a lot of his colts, and they all have natural cow 
ability," related Gieswein, who pointed out that Doc A Deuce offspring proved to be outstanding using horses 
over a wide area. 

"One Doc A Deuce gelding, owned by Brad Martin of Council Grove, has been shown recently in the 
Extreme Cowboy Race," he noted. 

Mares out of the stud have made top producers as well, but Gieswein has only three daughters of his own. 
"Most of my mares were so closely related to Doc A Deuce that I didn't want to breed him to them," the owner 
stated. "I tried one time, and the foal had leg problems, so I never did it again." 

Doc A Deuce died on the Gieswein ranch last spring at age 27 and is buried in a pasture not far from the 
home. 

Other top cutting bred stallions throughout the Midwest have been used for breeding by Gieswein, who 
raised up to seven foals a year. "I've cut back now, only have three mares, and I just bred two of them for colts 
this spring," commented Gieswein, who has over a dozen horses on the ranch. 

There's plenty of work for the horses Gieswein has raised and trained as he custom grazes several hundred 
head of cattle each summer. "I help other ranchers in checking pastures and gathering too," mentioned 
Gieswein. 

An avid hunter all his life, Gieswein has made numerous elk hunting trips into Colorado, riding his own hors
es in the mountains. 

Having seen eight decades of horse markets, Gieswein stressed, "Unwanted horses aren't worth much now. 
The animal rights people have shut down that economy, but top performance horses, cutters, reiners and 
pleasure horses are still in demand. Prices for those horses are as high as they've ever been, and that will con
tinue.~~ 

Proud of the American Quarter Horse Association certificate recognizing his years of registering horses, 
Gieswein concluded, "I don't have too many horses now, but I'll keep raising some. I want to get my 40-year 
breeder's award." 



Duece's Wild Doc, son of Doc A Deuce, is 
owned by Brad Marten of Council Grove and has 
been ridden successfully by Adrian Vogel at the 
Extreme Cowboy Race in Kansas City. Placing 
third in the qualifying race last June, the team was 
tenth in the championship during November. 

This family album photo shows Jack Gieswein 
with his pride and joy, Doc A Deuce, top cutting 
horse stallion, in the yard at his ranch near 
Wilsey. 

A lifelong cowboy and horse breeder, Jack 
Gieswein of Wilsey shows a coming three-year
old Quarter Horses he raised. 


