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For The Love Of Horses 
BJJ 'rran-k J. Buc~man 

Horse Show Judges Advised On 
Proper Selection Criteria, Procedures 
Balance is the most im

portant criteria in placing· 
the best horse in halter 
competition, and function~ 
al correctness is the No. 1 
selection point when rank
ing pleasure riding horses. 

Jon Wolf, Kewanee, Ill., 
stressed those points and 
elaborated on them as he 
presented a horse show 
judges seminar and y~:mth 
judging workshop recently 
at Kansas State University 
in Manhattan. 

Now retired from a suc
cessful career as coach of 
the Black Hawk East Col
lege Horse Judgi!ig Teitm, 
Wolf's teains collected sev
eral American Quarter 
Horse World Show and 
Congress judging champi· 
onships. 

Presently, Wolf contin
ues in part-time positions 
teaching two college agri
culture classes and as a 
high school FFA advisor. 
Additionally, he judges 
many horse shows and con
duCts horse clinics 
throughout the world. Wolf 
is the father of Julie Voge, 
K-State Extension youth 
specialist and champi
onship horse judging team 
coach. 

About 80 youth and 
adults were in attendance 
for the day-long session 

which featured discussion 
of horse evalu&tion crite
ria, placing of six classes of 
horses on Videos and open 
review of the horSes. Youth 
were. ass-isted. wi~h prepa .. 
ration of oral reasons by · 
members of the 2008 KSU 
Horse Judging Team. 

Youth horse judging 
team coaches were also 
cued on prucedU:res and · 
methods to train their 
teams. 

Applicanls to become 
carded 'judges for Exten
sion, 4-H and open hOrse 
show& t!).roughout the Mid· 
west diScusSed judging 

ethics and procedures ·and 
c:r.itiqt.ed unique mixed 
breed horse 91asses which 
they will often be calleQ 
upon to judge. They also 
were required to take a 
KansaS 4-H · Horse .~Show 
Ruiebook test. 

Conformation is ihe ac
cumulation of parts of a 
horse, according to woif. as 
he opened remarks about 
halter evaluation. "Balance 
of the horse's parts is. the 
most important criteria in 
evaluating and placing a 
stock horse halter class," 
he emphasized. 

The shoulder is the most 

itical part of the stock 
horse, Wolf contended. 
"The shoulder is where the 
horse1S shape and· move
ment starts," he defended. 
Angle from the point of the 
shoulder to the wither 
should be 45 degrees. 

Ranking next in order-of 
importance in stock horse 
halter judging, Wolf relat
ed, are structural correct
ness and movement, breed 
and sex characteristics and 
muscling. 

"Today's stock horses 
typically have adequate 
muscling, and that's the 
reason muscling ranks 
down in emphasis," the cli
nician stress.ed. In years 
gone by, horses were often · 
lighter-muscled, but. 
through breed develop
ment .. horses have ·become 
heavier-muscled, lowering 
the imp9rtance of muscling 
in placing halter classes. 

After judging and dis, 
cussing placing on a class 
of Quarter Horse geldings, 
the group r~viewed Ar:abi-

an conformation. Express
ing a strong appreciation 
for Arabif\n horses 1 their 
beauty and action, Wolf ac
knowledged that type is the 
No.1 criteria used for plac
ing Arabian mares and 
stallions, ranking above 
conformation. 

"A higher head and tail 
are most obvious differ
ence one sees with an Ara
bian and a stock horse," he 
commented. Following 
type, evaluators of Arabi
ans must consider confor
mation, suitability of a 
breeding animal, quality, 
movement, substance, man
ners and presence. 

"It's odd that presence 
ranks that low on Aral;>ian 
judging criteria, because 
when we look at a class the 
one who stands out the 
most is usually the one 
with the most presence," 
Wolf admitted. A video 
class of Arabian mares, 
with distinct difference in 
type, was evaluated by the 
attendees. 

In a b1 review, Wolf 
stated that conformation 
does become the most im
portant criteria in Arabian 
gelding selection. Next in 
order of significance are 
type, quality, movement, 
substance, manners and 
presence. 

Unsoundness is never 
excused in a performance 
horse, Wolf declared. 
"After that, the first crite
ria in evaluating a western 
pleasure class is functional 
correctness," he continued. 
"That means the horse is in 
the requested gait and in 
the correct lead at the 
lope." 

"Brokeness" is the sec
ond most important crite
ria in pleasure horse selec
tion, followed by quality of 
movement. "To me, that 
means the horse has uni
form cadence, balanced 
rhythm, self~carriage, 
smooth flow, even pace and 
proper position," Wolf de
scribed. 

Continued on page 13 



Jon Wolf, internationally acclaimed horse show judge 
and many-time championship horse judging team· 
coach from Kewanee, IlL, talked to Julie Voge, KSU Ex
tension youth specialist and judging team coach, dur, 
ing the recent judges seminar and youth judging work
shop at Kansas State University. Also a nationally ac
credited horse show judge, Voge is one of Wolf's 
daughters. 

Continued from page 12 English tack are evaluated 
by the same criteria. "Only 

Hunter. under saddle the riders are being judged 
horses are evaluated on 
the same criteria as west-
ern pleasure horses, the 
clinician clarified. "But 
there is a definite differ-
ence in their movement," 
he recognized. 

Shown in English tack. 
hunters under saddle an 
typically freer moving with 
long, low strides and reach 
forward with ease and 
smoothness. 

Western pleasure and 
hunter under saddle class
es from the World Champi
onship Quarter Horse 
Show were evaluated and 
critiqued. 

Horsemanship for west,_ 
ern riders and hunt seat 
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on their ability to ride 
their horses," Wolf clari
fied. 

Again functional cor
rectness is the first criteri
on in placing equitation 
classes, Wolf qualified. 
"This evaluates if the ma
neuver is done correctly," 
the clinician defined. 

Ranking next of impor
tance are p-attern precision 
and degree of difficulty 
(What happened?), 
horse/rider communication 
<How did it happen?), and 
rider position (How did the 
rider look while it was hap
pening?). 

Before evaluation and 
reviewing horsemanship 
and equitation classes, 
those in attendance were 
introduced to methods of 
scoring those competitions. 
For smaller shows, Wolf 
suggested using a system of 
zero to 10 p·oints per ma
neuver with seven as an av
erage. 

At larger shows, Wolf 
recommended that judges 
use a zero to 20 points 
method with 14 or 15 being 
an average performance. A 
very good to excellent ride 

with one minor fault would 
rate an 18 or 19, while one 
with a major and several 
minor faults might get a 10 
or 11. 

With major and minor 
faults, a rider could get as 
low as a one, Riders would 
be disqualified for no num
ber, willful abuse, knock
ing over a cone and going 
off pattern. 

Patterns are an essen
tial part of equitation eval
uation and must fit the cal
iber of riders. 

"What one would use at 
a world or even a state cal
iber competition would 
definitely not fit mbst 
county fair and local 4-H 
shows. The pattern must be 
one that evaluates the rid
ers at their level of ability," 
Wolf advised, 

World class horseman
ship and equitation classes 
judged by the group 
showed distinct differ
ences in abilities of riders. 

While talking to judging 
card applicants, Wolf 
quizzed attendees how they 
would handle various situ
ations which could and 
often do B.rise at horse 
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shows. Although, some
times there is not a definite 
"right" solution to some cir· 
cumstances, professional, 
ethical and courteous re
sponses will handle most 
questions, discussions and 
conflicts, it was explained. 

"Be consistent in the 
way you place your classes. 
Your first impression is 
usually the best. When you 
change your mind, you can 
often get into treuble. 

"It is good when you can 
discuss classes over the 
microphone so exhibit
ors, their parents and the 
crowd can better under
stand the reasoning be
hind your placing. We 
are the representatives 
of our associations and 
the horse industry, and 
we need to leave a posi
tive impression in every
thing we do," Wolf con
cluded. 



Horse Show Judges Advised On Proper Selection Criteria, Procedures 

Balance is the most important criteria in placing the best horse in halter competition, and functional correct
ness is the No. 1 selection point when ranking pleasure riding horses. 

Jon Wolf, Kewanee, Ill., stressed those points and elaborated on them as he presented a horse show judges 
seminar and youth judging workshop recently at Kansas State University in Manhattan. 

Now retired from a successful career as coach of the Black Hawk East College Horse Judging Team, Wolf's 
teams collected several American Quarter Horse World Show and Congress judging championships. 

Presently, Wolf continues in part-time positions teaching two college agriculture classes and as a high 
school FFA advisor. Additionally, he judges many horse shows and conducts horse clinics throughout the world. 
Wolf is the father of Julie Voge, K-State Extension youth specialist and championship horse judging team 
coach. 

About 80 youth and adults were in attendance for the day-long session which featured discussion of horse 
evaluation criteria, placing of six classes of horses on videos and open review of the horses. Youth were assist
ed with preparation of oral reasons by members of the 2008 KSU Horse Judging Team. 

Youth horse judging team coaches were also cued on procedures and methods to train their teams. 
Applicants to become carded judges for Extension, 4-H and open horse shows throughout the Midwest dis

cussed judging ethics and procedures and critiqued unique mixed breed horse classes which they will often 
be called upon to judge. They also were required to take a Kansas 4-H Horse Show Rulebook test. 

Conformation is the accumulation of parts of a horse, according to Wolf, as he opened remarks about hal
ter evaluation. "Balance of the horse's parts is the most important criteria in evaluating and placing a stock 
horse halter class," he emphasized. 

The shoulder is the most critical part of the stock horse, Wolf contended. "The shoulder is where the horse's 
shape and movement starts," he defended. Angle from the point of the shoulder to the wither should be 45 
degrees. 

Ranking next in order of importance in stock horse halter judging, Wolf related, are structural correctness 
and movement, breed and sex characteristics and muscling. 

"Today's stock horses typically have adequate muscling, and that's the reason muscling ranks down in 
emphasis," the clinician stressed. In years gone by, horses were often lighter-muscled, but through breed 
development, horses have become heavier-muscled, lowering the importance of muscling in placing halter 
classes. 

After judging and discussing placing on a class of Quarter Horse geldings, the group reviewed Arabian con
formation. Expressing a strong appreciation for Arabian horses, their beauty and action, Wolf acknowledged 
that type is the No. 1 criteria used for placing Arabian mares and stallions, ranking above conformation. 

"A higher head and tail are most obvious difference one sees with an Arabian and a stock horse," he com
mented. Following type, evaluators of Arabians must consider conformation, suitability of a breeding animal, 
quality, movement, substance, manners and presence. 

"It's odd that presence ranks that low on Arabian judging criteria, because when we look at a class the one 
who stands out the most is usually the one with the most presence," Wolf admitted. A video class of Arabian 
mares, with distinct difference in type, was evaluated by the attendees. 

In a brief review, Wolf stated that conformation does become the most important criteria in Arabian gelding 
selection. Next in order of significance are type, quality, movement, substance, manners and presence. 

Unsoundness is never excused in a performance horse, Wolf declared. "After that, the first criteria in eval
uating a western pleasure class is functional correctness," he continued. "That means the horse is in the 
requested gait and in the correct lead at the lope." 

"Brokeness" is the second most important criteria in pleasure horse selection, followed by quality of move
ment. "To me, that means the horse has uniform cadence, balanced rhythm, self-carriage, smooth flow, even 
pace and proper position," Wolf described. 

Hunter under saddle horses are evaluated on the same criteria as western pleasure horses, the clinician 
clarified. "But there is a definite difference in their movement," he recognized. 

Shown in English tack, hunters under saddle are typically freer moving with long, low strides and reach for
ward with ease and smoothness. 

Western pleasure and hunter under saddle classes from the World Championship Quarter Horse Show were 
evaluated and critiqued. 

Horsemanship for western riders and hunt seat equitation for riders in English tack are evaluated by the 
same criteria. "Only the riders are being judged on their ability to ride their horses," Wolf clarified. 

Again functional correctness is the first criterion in placing equitation classes, Wolf qualified. "This evaluates 
iflhe maneuver is done correctly," the clinician defined. 



Ranking next of importance are pattern precision and degree of difficulty (What happened?), horse/rider 
communication (How did it happen?), and rider position (How did the rider look while it was happening?). 

Before evaluation and reviewing horsemanship and equitation classes, those in attendance were introduced 
to methods of scoring those competitions. For smaller shows, Wolf suggested using a system of zero to 1 0 
points per maneuver with seven as an average. 

At larger shows, Wolf recommended that judges use a zero to 20 points method with 14 or 15 being an aver
age performance. A very good to excellent ride with one minor fault would rate an 18 or 19, while one with a 
major and several minor faults might get a 1 0 or 11 . 

With major and minor faults, a rider could get as low as a one. Riders would be disqualified for no number, 
willful abuse, knocking over a cone and going off pattern. 

Patterns are an essential part of equitation evaluation and must fit the caliber of riders. 
"What one would use at a world or even a state caliber competition would definitely not fit most county fair 

and local 4-H shows. The pattern must be one that evaluates the riders at their level of ability," Wolf advised. 
World class horsemanship and equitation classes judged by the group showed distinct differences in abili

ties of riders. 
While talking to judging card applicants, Wolf quizzed attendees how they would handle various situations 

which could and often do arise at horse shows. Although, sometimes there is not a definite "right" solution to 
some circumstances, professional, ethical and courteous responses will handle most questions, discussions 
and conflicts, it was explained. 

"Be consistent in the way you place your classes. Your first impression is usually the best. When you change 
your mind, you can often get into trouble. 

"It is good when you can discuss classes over the microphone so exhibitors, their parents and the crowd 
can better understand the reasoning behind your placing. We are the representatives of our associations and 
the horse industry, and we need to leave a positive impression in everything we do," Wolf concluded. 

Jon Wolf, internationally acclaimed horse show 
judge and rnany-time championship horse judging 
team coach from Kewanee, Ill., talked to Julie 
Voge, KSU Extension youth specialist and judging 
team coach, during the recent judges seminar and 
youth judging workshop at Kansas State Universi
ty. Also a nationally accredited horse show judge, 
Voge is one of Wolf's daughters. 


