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First Dirt Moved For New Equine Center 
To Serve World Horse Needs 

Expanding numbers of 
young people with interests 
in horses will soon have 
new facilities to further 
their education in the 
equine field. 

Official ceremonial 
groundbreaking for the 
Kansas State University 
Equine Education Center 
on the Manhattan· campus, 
drew an estimated croWd of 
over 200 horse enthusiasts 
from throughout the Mid
west. 

Located in the only re
maining native Flint Hills 
grass area north of the pure
bred beef barn on the north 
edge of the main campus, a 
tent was erected for a hand
ful of sp_eakers to review the 
need and express appre
ciation for efforts initiat
ing the privately-funded 
center. 

An inspirational opening 
ceremony was presented by 
the Commanding General's 
Mounted Color Guard from 
Fort Riley to the strains of 
the national anthem. 

Long instrumental in 
footwork for the facility, for
mer 17~year university 
provost James Coffman 
said, "Rapidly increased in
terest in horses, the rodeo 
team needing Practice f8.cn~ 
ities and the National Colle
giate Athletic Association 
Equestrian Team at KSU 
have made the new center a 
necessity. 

"People have stepped up 
in their commitments to 
equine education and made 
this a reality," emphasized 
Coffman, who continues as 
an equine veterinary pro~ 
fessor. 

"We are thrilled that this 
is coming together," insist
ed Fred Cholick, dean of K
State's College of Agricul
ture. ''We've had a growing 
demand to expand the 
equine program, and with 
this state-of-the-art facility 
we have planned, we will be 
able to accommodate that 
demand." 

He noted that the educa
tional structure is the first 

step of a journey into devel
oping a Flint Hills Horse 
Park, with an even larger 
event center. 

"The horse industry has 
a significant imPact on the 
Kansas economy," Cholick 
emphasized. 

KSU Provost Duane Nel
lis recognized, "What a 
beautiful setting, what a 
jewel this is to have a 
equine center in the heart 
of the Flint Hills. It is an im-

When completed, the new Equine Education Center at Kansas State University will 
resemble this architecfs rendering. 

portant step il\ moving 
Kansas State University 
into a top ten land grant 
university. 

<~This will become a na
tional center and a focal 
point for equine education. 
We are nationally elite," 
Nellis proclaimed. 

Citing the growth of en
rollment in horse-related 
classes at K-State in recent 
years, Ken Odde, animal 
science and industry de
partment head, related 
that there were 175 stu
dents in those classes in 

2001, and the number had 
more than tripled to 540 in 
2006. 

Odde pointed out that in 
"1924 K-State boasted the 
largest equine research 
unit in the world. With this 
new facility, we are again on 
track to be a leader in the 
equine industry." 

An equine science aca-

demic certification pro
gram is in place at KSU 
with a high enrollment and 
expanding interest, accord
ing to Odd e. Reiterating the 
diverse importance of the 
new structure, he briefed 
about an equine-assisted 
human development and re
habilitation program in the 
works with four university 



Leading Quarter Horse 
breeder Duane Walker of 
Canton expressed appre
ciation for efforts going 
into the new equine facili
ty to be constructed at 
Kansas State University. 
He acknowledged pio
neers in the state's horse 
industry and emphasized 
that their works will be 
continued by future gen
erations through use of 
the state-of-the-art struc
tures to be constructed. 

departments including ani~ 
mal science. 

In addition to" equine sci
ence classes, the center is 
expected to be used for 
practice and competition 
for the equestrian team, 
horse judging teani, rodeo 
club and team and the 
horseman's association. The 
KSU Rodeo alone draws 
lO,OOOpeople to Manhattan 
every year. 

Leading Quarter Horse 
breeder Duane Walker of 
Canton exclaimed, "This is 
a great day for the horse in
dustry, for K-State and for 
all young people." 

Citing the influence of 
prominent Quarter Horse 
leaders Dan Casement, 
Orville-Burtis and Raymond 
Adams·, Walker credited, 
"We were fortunate to have 
leaders ·of this caliber in 
the early years to build the 
horse industry in Kansas, 
and this facility will help 
guarantee that their initial 

Continued on page 10 

gram. Area support for this: 
project is predicted te make 
it draw a full slate of nearly 
continuous activities with 
participation from through
out the world. 

A 2005 study by the 
American Horse Council 
found that more than 9.2 
million horses in the U.S. 
make a contribution of $38.8 
billion to the economy, and 
have a total impact of $101 
billion. Kansas Horse Coun
cil data indicates 103,000 
horses in the state, with an 
estimated value of$183 mil
lion. 

Right before the ceremonial groundbreaking, Jim Stod
dard, representing the R.D. Hubbard and Joan Dale 
Hubbard Foundation, presented the first of five 
$100,000 checks to help fund K-State's new Equine 
Education Center to agriculture dean Fred Cholick. 

"Preparing our students 
to work in this industry is a 
key reason for this endeav
or," Odde summarized. 

Aaron Hund, director of 
development for the Live
stock & Meat Industry Coun
cil, recognized all of the ef
forts that have gone into the 
project to date. "We appre
ciate what everybody has 
done. We still have lots of 
work ahead of us and will 
need continued support 
through completion of these 
projects," Huud declared. 

Continued from page 9 

works will be continued 
into future generations. 

"Thank you for your sup
port. The planning of this 
facility has been going on 

. for a long time, and it's- fi-
nally going to happen. Let's 
turn this dirt, and get start
ed to work," Walker encour
aged. 

Phase I of the equine 
center will include two 
buildings. One will house a 
large indoor arena named 
for R.D. and Joan Dale Hub
bard, leading race horse 
breeders and strong sup
porters of the horse indus
try. A representative of the 
Hubbard Foundation pre
sented the first of five 

rooms and a spaCe for the 
equestrian team. 

Phase II is to include a 
building with more stalls, a 
facility to serve the rodeo 
team and space for a poten
tial equine therapy pro-

$100,000 checks to Odde to 
start the construction. 

Over a dozen officials 
and dignitaries participat- . 
ed in the ceremonial 
groundbreaking with gold- . 
painted shovels wrapped in 
purple ribbon. 

Second part of Phase I 
will be a smaller indoor 
arena, hor&e stalls, class-



First Dirt Moved For New Equine Center To Serve World Horse Needs 

Expanding numbers of young people with interests in horses will soon have new facilities to further their edu
cation in the equine field. 

Official ceremonial groundbreaking for the Kansas State University Equine Education Center on the Man
hattan campus drew an estimated crowd of over 200 horse enthusiasts from throughout the Midwest. 

Located in the only remaining native Flint Hills grass area north of the purebred beef barn on the north edge 
of the main campus, a tent was erected for a handful of speakers to review the need and express apprecia
tion for efforts initiating the privately-funded center. 

An inspirational opening ceremony was presented by the Commanding General's Mounted Color Guard 
from Fort Riley to the strains of the national anthem. 

Long instrumental in footwork for the facility, former 17-year university provost James Coffman said, "Rapid
ly increased interest in horses, the rodeo team needing practice facilities and the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association Equestrian Team at KSU have made the new center a necessity. 

"People have stepped up in their commitments to equine education and made this a reality," emphasized 
Coffman, who continues as an equine veterinary professor. 

"We are thrilled that this is coming together," insisted Fred Cholick, dean of K-State's College of Agriculture. 
"We've had a growing demand to expand the equine program, and with this state-of-the-art facility we have 
planned, we will be able to accommodate that demand." 

He noted that the educational structure is the first step of a journey into developing a Flint Hills Horse Park, 
with an even larger event center. 

"The horse industry has a significant impact on the Kansas economy," Cholick emphasized. 
KSU Provost Duane Nellis recognized, "What a beautiful setting, what a jewel this is to have a equine cen

ter in the heart of the Flint Hills. It is an important step in moving Kansas State University into a top ten land 
grant university. 

"This will become a national center and a focal point for equine education. We are nationally elite," Nellis 
proclaimed. 

Citing the growth of enrollment in horse-related classes at K-State in recent years, Ken Odde, animal sci
ence and industry department head, related that there were 175 students in those classes in 2001, and the 
number had more than tripled to 540 in 2006. 

Odde pointed out that in "1924 K-State boasted the largest equine research unit in the world. With this new 
facility, we are again on track to be a leader in the equine industry." 

An equine science academic certification program is in place at KSU with a high enrollment and expanding 
interest, according to Odde. Reiterating the diverse importance of the new structure, he briefed about an 
equine-assisted human development and rehabilitation program in the works with four university departments 
including animal science. 

In addition to equine science classes, the center is expected to be used for practice and competition for the 
equestrian team, horse judging team, rodeo club and team and the horseman's association. The KSU Rodeo 
alone draws 10,000 people to Manhattan every year. 

Leading Quarter Horse breeder Duane Walker of Canton exclaimed, "This is a great day for the horse indus
try, for K-State and for all young people." 

Citing the influence of prominent Quarter Horse leaders Dan Casement, Orville Burtis and Raymond Adams, 
Walker credited, "We were fortunate to have leaders of this caliber in the early years to build the horse indus
try in Kansas, and this facility will help guarantee that their initial works will be continued into future genera
tions. 

"Thank you for your support. The planning of this facility has been going on for a long time, and it's finally 
going to happen. Let's turn this dirt, and get started to work," Walker encouraged. 

Phase I of the equine center will include two buildings. One will house a large indoor arena named for R.D. 
and Joan Dale Hubbard, leading race horse breeders and strong supporters of the horse industry. A repre
sentative of the Hubbard Foundation presented the first of five $100,000 checks to Odde to start the con
struction. 

Over a dozen officials and dignitaries participated in the ceremonial groundbreaking with gold-painted shov
els wrapped in purple ribbon. 

Second part of Phase I will be a smaller indoor arena, horse stalls, classrooms and a space for the eques
trian team. 

Phase II is to include a building with more stalls, a facility to serve the rodeo team and space for a potential 
equine therapy program. Area support for this project is predicted to make it draw a full slate of nearly contin
uous activities with participation from throughout the world. 



A 2005 study by the American Horse Council found that more than 9.2 million horses in the U.S. make a 
contribution of $38.8 billion to the economy, and have a total impact of $101 billion. Kansas Horse Council data 
indicates 103,000 horses in the state, with an estimated value of $183 million. 

"Preparing our students to work in this industry is a key reason for this endeavor," Odde summarized. 
Aaron Hund, director of development for the Livestock & Meat Industry Council, recognized all of the efforts 

that have gone into the project to date. "We appreciate what everybody has done. We still have lots of work 
ahead of us and will need continued support through completion of these projects," Hund declared. 

When completed, the new Equine Education Center at Kansas State Uni
versity will resemble this architect's rendering. 

Leading Quarter Horse breeder Duane Walker 
of Canton expressed appreciation for efforts 
going into the new equine facility to be con
structed at Kansas State University. He acknowl
edged pioneers in the state's horse industry and 
emphasized that their works will be continued by 
future generations through use of the state-of
the-art structures to be constructed. 

Right before the ceremonial groundbreaking, 
Jim Stoddard, representing the R.D. Hubbard 
and Joan Dale Hubbard Foundation, presented 
the first of five $100,000 checks to help fund K
State's new Equine Education Center to agricul
ture dean Fred Cholick. 


